
Discovered: The first tourists to hit the West End 




David Keys - - 

Archaeology Correspondent 


Dramatic evidence of the first 
great Viking attacks on London 
has been unearthed by archae- 
ologists digging at on the site 
of the extension to the Royal 
Opera House in Coven t 
Garden. 

Excavations have revealed a 
190ft-long stretch of fortifica- 
tions which once bristled 'with 
sharpened stakes on which the 
Londoners hoped the »wadring 
A* Vikings would impale them- 
selves. 

. Before the Viking attacks, 

• most of London’s 3,000-5,000 
people lived in what is now the 
■'"(bsf? . Vfest End of the capital - not 
** >k.r too many traffic jams then. In- 

'JS-tot ■ deed, Londoners probably did 

'“tide not realise they were trying to 
^ protect themselves a gam<a a 
Rk '«b- ; race which worshipped aversion 

^ feg. 1 of Santa Qaus - Odin used to 
■' dzi.v fly on horseback distributing 

"iAjij.. presents to children. 

But the archaeological evi- 
4%: dence suggests London’s Anglo- 

Saxon defenders were more 
. - worriedthat the Vikings would 
a luttr- engage in raping and pill aging 

irj They built a rampart, probably 

inju,:' complete with wooden pal- 

isade, and dug a 17ft-wide 7ft- 
deep V-shaped ditch, the Inner 
face of which was arrayed with 
Ij.fc. lethal wooden, stakes. 

iduL-' The Covent Garden discov- 
, cries suggest that at the time of 

'mr/jri- ^ S* 51 VtkbJg assault, Anglo- 

t ' ,-x Saxon London, known asLun- 
- ^Idenwic, was defended by up.to 
[ two-thirds of a mile of de- 
• fences. The first Viking attack 

: occurred in AD842 and the 
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle says 
f there was a “great slaughter 7 ' in 
London. Tragically, it .seems 
the defencesbeffl^ud^^edbjt. 
the archaeologists werenot 
strong enough -to hold back 
|mJ the invaders, 

d™ Evidence from the excava- 

— txons reveals at least part of Lun- 

— . denwic was abandoned at this 

time. Evidence of occupation in 
the Covent Garden area ap- 
— ■ pears to cease in the 840s. And 

archaeologists have found sev- 
eral burned buildings, same of 

which may have been destroyed 
during the attack. ‘ ^ 

| Viking raids continued in 

the London and Home Coun- 
ties area for decades, and the in- 
1 security caused same wealthier 

Londoners to hide their mon- 
ey, by burying it in the ground. 

„ Just sndi a cache, the fourth 
* central- London coin hoard 
known from this period, has 
been unearthed in the Covent 
Garden excavation. 

I Unusually, it consisted of 23 
L . silver alloy coins minted in the 
kingdom of Northumbria in 
the 840s, and it probably be- 
longed to an Anglo-Saxon mer- 
chant who hid it in the 850s or 
860s and presumably perished 
before be could retrieve it 
The Covent Garden -excava- 
tion, led by the Museum of Lon- 
don archaeologists Gordon 
Malcolm, David Bowsher and 
Bob Cowie, is also yielding an 
unprecedented quantity of 
information about early Anglo- 
Saxon London. 

About 2*500 square metres of 
Anglo-Saxon Lundenwic have 
now been excavated at the 
Opera House site, ah archaeo- 
logical investigation which has 
.produced 3,000 pottery shards, 
100,000 pieces of anim al bone 
and 800 bone, antler, glass and 
other artefacts. 

For the first time, archaeol- 
ogsis have been able to see how 
o-Saxon London was 
out. The excavations sug- 
gest Lundenwic was laid out on 
a grid system, with well- 
maintained, gravelled 3-to-4ro- 
wide north-south streets ap- 
parently connected by equally 
wide though less well- 
maintained east-west streets. 



Gulf troops 


given secret 


injections 


Exclusive 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 






British troops in the Gulf War 
were given secret, still uniden- 
tified injections against biolog- 
ical warfare agents. Yet MPs 
were subsequently assured that 
all those administered had been 
disclosed. 

The Independent has learnt 
that “five or six'* injections were 
given which the Ministry of 
Defence has still not acknowl- 


closcd that troops had been in- 
oculated against four known bi- 
cdogkal warfare agents; anthrax 
pertussis, bubonic plague and 
boiulinum tccrin. 

But in a private session of the 
House of Commons Select 
Committee on Defence, a 
Labour MP asked the Surgeon- 
General, Vice-Admiral Tony 
Revell, how many vaccinations 
the MoD did not admit to. He 
replied that the number was 
about five or six. The vaccina- 


tions against plague, anthrax, 
pertussis and botulinum toxin 


edged. Campaigners fighting 
for Gulf Wtr Alness to be recog- 
nised fear that some of the in- 
jections ebukf have been 
experimental 

The injections were not 
recorded on the troops' medical 
documents and the RAF med- 
ical expert appointed to inves- 
tigate the “filness" - who has 
since been moved to other 
duties - was unaware of them. 

TWo weeks ago. Nicholas 
Jk)ames, the Armed Forces Min- 
ister, told Parliament he was 
launching a £13m programme 
to find out the cause of the mys- 
terious ailments which have 
affected 1.200 Gulf veterans. It 
is widely believed that the var- 
ious illnesses may have been 
caused by exposure to 
organophospbate pesticides, by 
tablets taken as a precaution 
against chemical weapons, by die 
cocktail of injections against 
biological warfare agents given 
in a short period of time, or by 
a combination of those factors. 

Mr Soames admitted that the 
MoD had misinformed him on 
the extent to which organophos- 
pbates had been used and has 
also launched an inquiry into 
how that happened. He dis- 
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pertussis and botulinum toxin 
bad already been discussed. 
Lawyers for the Gulf veterans 
believe the “five or six” secret 
vaccinations were in addition to 
the four already discussed. 

Dr David Clark. Labour's 
defence spokesman, last night 
demanded aD remaining details 
of the vaccinations be revealed. 
He told The Independent: “1 find 
this appalling. The Government 
must now come completely 
dean about what went on and 
ought to step up its efforts to find 
out what happened to these 
men and women. All drugs used 
in the Gulf ought to be declas- 
sified.” Dr Clark has written to 
Mr Soames asking for an ex- 
planation, but last night the 
MoD insisted it had released full 
information about vaccinations 
given to Gulf troops. 

Question marks over the 
MoD line arose after inquiries 
by Shaun Rusting, 37, a former 
medic with 32 Field Ambu- 
lance ^ who was based at the main 
hospital intended to handle 
chemical and biological casu- 
alties in Widi al-Batin, about 10 
miles from the Iraqi border. 

He is suffering a form of Gulf 
War illness and is no longer fit 
to work. He received a letter 


dated 12 November from a 
Brigadier McDermott of the 
Army's medical directorate say- 
ing some of the injections he 
had been given were classified 
secret and were therefore not 
recorded. However, the use of 
plague, anthrax and pertussis 
vaccines was widely known - it 
was reported in the press at the 
time - and had been declassi- 
fied before the brigadier wrote 
his letter. The secret vaccines 
were something else. 

Mr Rusting's solicitors con- 
tacted Group Captain Bill 
Coker, the RAF doctor initial- 
ly given the task of investigat- 
ing Gulf TOir illness. He said he 
knew of no vaccines that had not 
been declared or which were 
classified secret. He knew about 
plague, anthrax and pertussis 
vaccines and said that if there 
were any others he wanted to 
know about them. He has cow 
been transferred to other work, 
in the field of aviation medicine, 
but the House of Commons de- 
fence committee has put it on 
record that it wahfoto carry on 
using his expertise. 

Mr Rusting said that because 
he was a medic he received 
more injections than were giv- 
en to ordinary troops. Most re- 
ceived about a dozen injections; 
he says he had 24. 

Kirsten Limb, a scientist 
working with solicitors repre- 
senting some of the Gulf vet- 
erans, said a number of 
veterans reported having blood 
samples taken after they 
received injections described 
only as “biological warfare" 
and being told the samples 
were being sent to Porton 
Down, the Government's bio- 
logical and chemical defence 
establishment, for analysis. 


Hebron awaits Christmas deal 


Eric $Sver 

Jerusalem 


After a day of intensive diplo- 
matic activity, Israeli and Pales- 
tinian negotiators were QFing the 
final knots last night on a Christ- 
mas parrel that will remove 
Israeli troops from most of He- 
bron, the last West Bank Arab 
town stfll under occupation. 

Israel radio reported all the 
outstanding issues had been 
resolved. A Palestinian minis- 
ter, Jamil Tariff, said: “We ex- 
pect an agreement tonight. I 
hope so.” The terms were due 
to be sealed at a. summit meet- 
ing later between the Israeli 
Prime Minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, and the Palestinian 
leader, Yasser Arafat 

The Israeli redeployment is 
nine months "overdue. It was 
postponed after “Islamist" sui- 
cide bombings killed dozens of 
Israelis in February and March. 
The right-wing Likud govern- 
ment, which came to power in 
June, attempted to strengthen 
the security guarantees for th’e 
450 Jewish settlers living in the 




Coming to terms: Palestinian President Arafat (loft) and the US mediator Dennis Ross 


old town amid 150,000 Arabs. 

restore much 
of the goodwill which has been 
dissipated by Mr Netanyahu's 

S tm nisin g approach to the 
lestmians, and by the bloody 

exchanges of fire between Israeli 

troops and Palestinian police in 
September. 


It will open the way to further 
Israeli withdrawals under the 

interim Oslo accords, and to ne- 
gotiations for a definitive 

settlement of the Israeli- 
Palesrmian conflict 
As a confidence-building 
measure, Israel yesterday in- 
creased the n amber of permits 
for Palestinian day labourers to 


work in Israeli farms, factories 
and building sites from 42,000 
to 50,000. 

The final posh towards the 
Hebron agreement was given by 
the US mediator, Dennis Ross, 

during a long night of talks with 

the Israeli and Palestinian 
teams on Sunday. Technical 
reams then met again yesterday. 


The level was raised in the 
afternoon, when Mr Netanyahu 
and Mr Arafat’s deputy, Mah- 
moud Abbas, joined the nego- 
tiators, The full teams met in the 
historic King David hotel in 
Jerusalem for two hours. Then 
Mr Netanyahu and Mr Abbas 
talked t€ie-d-r£fe for half an 
hour. Both sides reported 
progress. Mr Abbas reported 
back to Mr Arafat in Gaza. Mr 
Netanyahu briefed his foreign 
and defence ministers, David 
Levy and Yitzhak Mordecbai. 

Although the details were still 
under wraps, the parties are 
believed to have agreed on a 
main draft and accompanying 
letters. There is expected to be 
a US letter of guarantee. 

According to reports. Israel 
will withdraw in stages from a 
disputed road linking the Arab 
and Jewish parts of town. In 
return, the Palestinians will 
widen a buffer zone around the 
Jewish enclaves. New regula- 
tions are said to have been 
agreed on ihe arms that the two 
security forces will carry. 
Ideological revolution, page 6 



Turkey, broken fairy lights, 
relatives, turkey, chitty chitty, 
banfc banfc, relatives. 




QUICKLY 


Plea for calm 

Politicians and clergy tried to 
' keep the lid on the security sit- 
uation in Ulster following tit- 
vfor-tat violence. Page 2 


Fare (teals that go off the rails 


CONTENTS 


Ito-lio-ho. 


Christian Wotmar 


iBack on Boxing Day 

There will be no Independent to- 
morrow, but we will be back on 
■Boxing Day with an issue in 
which our writers look back on 
^moments that made the year. 


If you want to know about rail 
feres, do not ask the national en- 
quiry bureau. Or any of the pri- 
vatised train • • companies. 
According to a survey by the Lib- 
eral Democrats, the enquiry sys- 
tem for the railways has become 
the "second tottery’ because 
the information isk» inaccurate. 

For example, those heading 
for Christmas in Glasgow from 
London and coming back after 
Hogmanay may be quoted £58 
return. Or, if they are a bit un- 
hickier, they will be told it is £72. 
Or £135. The same goes for a 


day return from Southampton 
to Ipswich, on which answers 
from the national bureau 
ranged from £31 to £77. 

According to the survey, the 
National Ran Enquiries Bureau 
and the train operators gave 
identical information on only one 
of ten routes. The survey, in- 
volving 150 requests, revealed 
that the same operators gave dif- 
ferent prices for identical jour- 
neys and -the national bureau 
frequently contradicted itself. 

On Leeds to Rugby, Cross 

£1203? but the 0 best offer was 
with the national bureau which 


quoted £64. Unfortunately, the 
bureau doesuot sell tickets- And 
on West Coast Intercity, no 
price was available since its 
number remained unanswered 


said: "Britain’s ticket enquiry sys- 
tem is Britain’s secona lottery. 


despite 25 attempts. 

No one was available to an- 
swer calls yesterday at the offices 
of the Association of Train Op- 
erators, which runs the nation- 
al enquiry service set up this 
year to ensure that impartial 
information is given oul 

The Liberal Democrats 
blame privatisation and the fail- 
ure of the rail regulator to en- 
force the rules. David Chidgey, 
the party's transport spokesman. 


The information is so inconsis- 
teol that I am writing to ask the 
National Rail Enquiries Bu- 
reau to answer publicly the 
questions we have been trying 
to find an answer to." 

David Charlesworth, who 
conducted the survey, sought 
help from the Consumers' As- 
sociation. bat all they could 
add was that there was just one 
person in the country with the 
answers - a rail time table con- 
sultant called Baity Doe who 
lives on the south coast. And his 
phone number remains a secret 
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Prayers for 
missing girl 



The family of the missing 
ninc-yeor-old Kayieigh Ward 
were yesterday praying for 
her to be reunited with them 
at Christmas. 

But police continued a 
massive hunt in the Blacon 
area of Chester, detectives 
said that her ■‘streetwise*’ na- 
ture could put her in even 
greater danger. 

Over 70 officers, including 
dog-handlers and an under- 
water search team were in- 
volved in the hunt for the 
yuungster, and among the 
targets of the search was a 
canal near her home. 

Kayieigh disappeared after 
going to buy chips from a 
Chinese chip shop 900 yards 
Grom her home at about 6pm 
on Thursday. 


Briton drowns 

A British man has drowned 
while swimming in the sea off 
the holiday island of Gran 
Canaria, the Foreign Office 
confirmed yesterday. 

David James Baron, 34, 
drowned as a strong 
undercurrent swept through 
the water at El laurito, Gran 
Canaria. Mr Baron is 
believed to have come from 
the north-west of England. 

Pensioner held 
in guns raid 

A 70 year-old man was being 
questioned by police last 
night after a raid on a house 
in which pistols, sub-machine 
guns, ammunition and 
equipment for making 
ammunition were seized. 

Officer* swooped on the 
house in Vlfevertree, 

Liverpool following a tip-off. 
The man was taken to 
Huyton police station for 
questioning. 


Redwood urges 
partyunity 

The former Cabinet minister 
John Redwood was attacked 
last night for urging unity in 
the lory party. 

A senior government 
source accused Mr Redwood 
of “cheek” for alleging that 
highly placed sources were to 
blame for party divisions. 
“This chap has done more to 
divide the party than the rest 
of us put together," the 
source said. “The most 
helpful thing he could do is 
shut up for Christinas." 

Mr Redwood, who last 
year resigned Grom the 
Cabinet to stand against John 
Major for the Tory 
leadership, said: “Unity, 
unity, should be the 
Conservative ay this 
Christmas. We need a 
Christmas truce, which 
extends through the New 
Year and to the election.'* 

He said the party needed 
to remember that there were 
more things that united its 
members than divided them. 
Anthony Bevins 

Charge over 
Christie killing 

A 32-year-old man was 
remanded in custody 
yesterday charged with the 
murder of Russell Christie, 
the younger brother of the 
former Olympic 1 00m sprint 
champion Linford Christie. 

Simon Williams, 
unemployed, of no fixed 
abode, was ordered to 
reappear before Maiylebone 
magistrates on 30 December 
1996. No application for bail 
was made. 

Russell Christie, 34, died in 
hospital on Friday Grom stab 
wounds to his neck after 
police had found him in 
Netting Hill, west London. 

Hogmanay 
goes flat 

A major event in Edinburgh’s 
Hogmanay celebrations has 
been cancelled because of 
safety concerns. 

The World Party, featuring 
DJs from alLover the world, 
was to take place at 
Meadowbank Sports Centre. 

But the promoters raised ' 
concerns alter a fire alarm 
went off four times at 
another event at the venue at 
the weekend. 


Prison is just a 



Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


A former Pon tin's holiday camp 
is to be converted into a make- 
shift jail to help cope with the 
overcrowding crisis, under pro- 
posals announced yesterday. 

It also looks likely that a float- 
ing prison will be brought over 
from New York and moored in 
Portland Harbour, Dorset, 
within the next two months. 

The proposals have been 
forced on officials by the dis- 
closure yesterday that plans to 
convert a former RAF base near 


Doncaster into an emergency 
overspill jail will be postponed 
or snapped because of local op- 
position. 

The Prison Service an- 
nounced yesterday that it has 
lodged a planning applicaticHUO 

use a former holiday camp at 
Heysham in Lancashire to 
house up to 700 low-risk in- 
mates. Until two years ago, the 
62-acre rite rescumded to the 
cries of Hi-De-HIl 

The camp consists of a large 
number of two-person chalets 
and would need a security fence 
erected around it before it 


could open as ajaiL The Prison 
Service hopes to have part of the 
wmp operational by May, but 
thfc wflf depend on obtaining 
support from the local counciL 

And Richard Tilt, the Di- 
rector General of the Prison 
Service, told The Independent 
yesterday that there had been 
a “positive" reaction from the 
local authority , about the plan 
to ship over a former floating jail 
from the United States to 
Dorset. 

Mr Hit said he was hopeful 
that the Resolution, currently on 
the Hudson River near New 


York, could be in use to hold up 
to 400 low-risk prisoners in 
Britain by mM February. The 
vessel, which Mr Hit described 
as a “block of fiats on a pon- 
toon" is a purpose-built jail 
and includes workshops and ex- 
ercise facilities. 

The emergency jails are 
needed, he said* tocopewith the 
rising prison population which 
is expected to reach 58,000 by 
the end of January, as Michael 
Howard’s emphasis on tougher 
sentencing bices. Unless extra 
space is found by February, in- 
mates wifi have to be housed in 


expensive police cells. The 

tvJ!..- nuarjwwiHinA 


Prison Service’s over-crowding 
problems were compounded 
yesterday by the news that Don- 
caster Council was objecting to 
the proposals to convert a for- 
mer RAF base at Firmingley 
into a jafl. Prison officials will 
now appeal to the Department 
of the Environment and a 
lengthy public inquiry seems 


Harry Fletcher, assistant ; gen- 
eral secretary, of the National 
Association of Probation Offi- 
cers (Nape), said: “The idea of 
buying a holiday camp is an act 


of utter desperation. As wi 
everywhere else there's hour 
to be strong local objections. 

“Ministers will have to far 
the possibility of reducing If) 
prison population or deal wit 
the daunting consequences." 

Napo also disclosed yesterdr 
that the Home Secretary's pfar 
for five child jails - announce 
in 1993 - for up to 200 tweh 
to 15 -year-old persistent o 
fenders were in disarray. N 
work has yet begun on the si 
cure training centres and plar 
for all five have run into plar 
ning difficulties. 


Appeal for calm in 
tense N Ireland 


David MdGttrick 

Ireland Correspondent 


Politicians, clergymen and oth- 
ers in Northern Ireland yester- 

Udfon'tfie security situation in 
the wake of the recent IRA and 
loyalist violence in Belfast. 

But there was little sign of any 
lessening of apprehension that 
more violence would follow 
from either or both sources, and 
few indications that the violent 
organisations were dedding'to 
pufi back from the brink. 

There was some hope, how- 
ever, that the seasonal three-day 
ceasefire, which was traditional 
before the 1994 cessations of vi- 
olence. might provide a cooling- 
off period. 

Eddie Copeland, the repub- 
lican injured in a loyalist booby- 
trap explosion in Ardoyne on 
Sunday, was yesterday recover- 
ing in hospital. Politicians and 
dergy, meanwhile, appealed for 
calm and an end to the imme- 


diate tycte of violence, which be- 
gan on Friday night when an 
IRA gunman shot and wound- 
ed a police officer in a Belfast 
children's hospital. 

The Copeland attack, which 
is regarded as retaliation for the 
hospital shooting, is thought to 
have been the work of the ille- 
gal Ulster Defence Associa- 
tion. The organisation has not, 
however, formally admitted re- 
sponsibility for the bombing. 

Gary Me Michael of the 
UDAs political arm, the Ulster 
Democratic Party, refused to 
condemn the attack, saying: “I 
am not going to get into this sort 
of long drawn out and long 
standing choreography about 
condemnation. We must recog- 
nise is that every violent event 
in Northern Ireland is truly 
tragic and we must do every- 
thing in our power to ensure 
there is no more violence.” 

Loyalist sources argue pri- 
vately that groups such as Mr 
McMichael’s party would lose 


much of their value if they dis- 
tanced themselves too far from 
their paramilitary associates. 

His attitude echoed the po- 
sition taken by the Sinn ran 
president, Gerry Adams, who,, 
while regretting the hospital 
shooting, refrained from con- 
demning it. 

Mr Adams said: “I want to 
see all of the armed groups 
showing restraint, and I want to 
see people enjoying a peaceful 
Christmas. I also want to appeal 
to people right across the po- 
litical spectrum to fill the vac- 
uum which has been created." 

The Catholic Primate of All 
Ireland, Archbishqp of Armagh 
Sean Brady, said he was still hope- 
ful that recent events had been 
“only a temporary setback". 
Archbishop Robin Earner the 
Anpliran Primate of AH Ireland, 
saidfoyalist groups ^rould realise 
font thprr political representatives 
had been making a great inqwes- 
sonaoiiheircansewaiUbeweak- 
ened by a return to violence. 


Deal with Goldsmith 
splits Ulster Unionists 


Anthony Bavins 

Political Editor 
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An Ulster Unionist split 
widened yesterday when, the 
party’s lone European MP 
switched from the pTO-EU 
European People’s Party to Sir 
James Goldsmith’s Europe of 
Nations group in the Euro- 
pean Parliament. 

After David Trimble, the 
party leader, formally an- 
nounced the controversial de- 
cision yesterday, the deputy 
leader John Thylor distanced 
himself from the move. 

“It was mentioned vaguely to 
me about 10 days ago that there 
were talks ongoing, but I wasn’t 
aware that any decision had 
been reached," he told BBC 
Radio's World at One. “I have 
since discovered that the Euro- 
pean policy committee of our 
party didn't know about it either." 


Mr Tkylor also warned that 
his (Killy’s representative on the 
EU Committee of the Regions, 
in Brussels, might now have to 
leave the European People’s 
Party, the group to Which the 
Conservative Party belongs. 

"It means that the UUP in 
Europe, whkfawas a member of 
the mainstream centre-right 
grouping is now going to be with 
a very small group of only 17 
members in the European Par- 
liament, and should that group 
disappear, we’re going to be left 
totally isolated.” 

Doubts were also raised 
about two other elements of the 
package - the influence to be 
wielded by Sir James and his 
UK Referendum Party, and 
the money that was reported to 
be in it for the Ulster Unionists. 

Following peculation that Sir 
James would pay the Ulster 
Unionists up to £250,000 for the 


deal, the financial edge ap- 
peared much less dear-cut. 

. Sir James said: “We wanted 
to inform and create a debate,' 
and obtain a referendum, ob- 
viously for all the people of the 
UK. Therefore, we had allo- 
cated a certain amount of pro- 
motional funds for Northern 
Ireland.” Asked if those funds 
would go directly to the UUP, 
he said: “No. They mil go from 
us directly to the cause of ob- 
taining a referendum." 

Mr T ruble said in Belfast that 

the arran g ement was European, 

and would give Sir James no in- 
fluence at Westminster. “There 
is no linkage between us and the 
Referendum Party," he said. 

Given the importance of the 
nine-strong Unionist vote in the 
Commons, government whips 
will be pleased with the reas- 
surance that it would be busi- 
ness as usual. 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


Weather forecast 
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ACROSS 

I S American country (4) 
4 Thick (51 

9 Municipal (5) 

10 Suffer ^7) 

II Indecorous (S) 

12 Closed (4) 

13 Item of office equip- 

ment (0.7) 

17 Object of ridicule (4) 

IS Billboard (S) 

21 Nobleman (7) 

22 Israeli resort (5) 

23 Stratum (5) 

24 Before long (4) 


DOWN 

2 Overhanging parts of 
roof (5) 

3 Polluted 0 

4 Cheat (6-7) 

5 Unclothed figure (4) 

6 Made of day (7) 

7 Back of neck (6) 

S Fortified wine (4) 

14 Precise (7) 

15 Men’s hairdressers (7) 

16 Garments for legs (6) 

17 Explosive device (4) 

19 Snow house (5) 

20 Feeble (4) 


Solution to yesterday’s Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS; I Plannnvr. 5 Tern- (Planetary). S Plume. 9 Pfennig. 10 
Redress. (I Cavpu. 12 Sorbet. 14 Despot 17 Focal. 19 Arizona. 22 
Rebirth. 23 Amass. 24 Nacre. 25 Methane. DOWN: 1 Paper. 2 Asun- 
der. Niece. 4 Resist. 5 Treacle. 6 Rnnev. 7 Yoghurt. 12 Saffron, 13 
Enlarge. 15 Pro rata. It* fiubom. IS Cubic. 20 Inapt 21 Aisle. 


Notes 
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Tracey Andrews, accused of killing her boyfriend, after her release from prison 


Woman in road rage case 
freed on bail for Christmas 


Andrews, the former 
accused of stabbing to 
death her boyfriend Lee Har- 
vey who she says was a road- 
rags victim, was yesterday freed 
on bail to spend Christmas with 
her family. 

Ms Andrews, 27, will spend 
Christmas with her family after 
the prosecution failed to Over* - 
rule last Friday's decision by 
magistrates to grant her bail. 

Her step-father Alan Carter 
said later that the family were 
“relieved" she would be with 
them over Christmas. 

Ms Andrews had been held 
at Eastwood Park women's 
prison near Gloucester after the 


prosecution challenged the 
magistrate's decision. 

She is charged with murder- 
ing Mr Harvey on I December. 
He died from almost 40 stab 
wounds in an Isolated country 
lane near the oouple's home in 
Alvechuich, Worcestershire. 

Ms Andrews, who was 
■charged with the kflling last 
week, denies any involvement, 
and has said her boyfriend was 
killed by a man who was a pas- 
senger in a Ford Sierra car 
during a road rage type incident. 

A condition of the bail is that 
she will return to her parents' 
home in Atvedmrch. near the 
spot where Mr Harvey died. 


Ms Andrews’ solicitor. Tun 
Robinson, said she would be 
spending Christinas at home 
with her family and daughter. • 

He said a significant new 
witness in the case had come 
forward, following stories in 
the press. “She is grateful to 
members of the press for the re- 
sponse to the appeal which has • 
been made. Already one very 
significant witness has come., 
forward," he said. Ms Andrcws- 
is due to appear again before 
magistrates on February 14. 

Mr Carter, married to £ . ; 
Tracey’s mother Irene, said: 

“We are just so relieved that she • - 
is coming home.” . .. 
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Char fie Bain 

.Demand for spotty dog puppies 
has soared since the preChrist- 
mas release of the video of the 
• original Disney animated car- 
toon of 101 Dabnatinns and the 


-hew film version. 


nel Club v the registry organisa- 
non for pedigree dogs, show 
jp&bat there has been a 200 per 
' cent increase in enquiries about 
the breed since the video was re- 
leased last September. 

• With the film version now on 
^general release in Britain, the 
-news sparked fears among an* 
_ r-imal groups yesterday that the 
-public would be seduced into 
-/baying a D alma tian pappy af- 
’ ter seeing the film, only to find 
- out months later that they can- 
not handle the highly strung 
breed. 

•' The Kennel C3nb said that in 
the three months previous to 
October they had received 
around 90 telephone calls ask- 
. ing for details of non-commer- 
cial Dalmatian breeders. 
However, in the three months 
r since, they have been bom- 
barded with 270 calls on the 
' same subject . 

“The increase has been as- 
founding, but it was something 
which we were expecting,” Bri- 
an Leonard, a spokesman for 


' 7 &ame story for any breed which 
as highlighted in a film or tele- 
jyision advertisement. 

-- “After the Andrex advert [for 
lavatory paper] was released we 
, were inundated with tails about 
yellow labradors and soon after 
ThoDtflSxpain tadve^we were 
mandated with calls about Eng- 
Jish sheepdogs. .. ; \ 

- • “I just hope that if these en- 


quiries turn into purchases, 
people know what they are let- 
ring themselves in for. A Dal- 
matian is a lively, demanding 
animal, not a couch potato 
dog.” 

One non-commercial breed- 
er, based in Gillingham, Kent, 
who did not want to be gamed, 
said that her Dalmatian bitch 
gave birth to a litter of 11 pop- 
pies last October. Since men, 
she has sold them all and has 
had to turn away around 20 
enquirers. 

Worried about the threat of 
reckless owneis over Christmas, 
however, she has refused to let 
the new owners pick up their 
purchases until after the festive 
period. 

“Usually Td keep the puppies 
for eight weeks but in this case 
I’m going to keep them for 
nine,” she said yesterday. “I’ve 
also had to operate a stringent 
vetting process as I’ve had a 
□umber of idiots ringing up who 
quite obviously are not serious 
owners but have just seen the 
film and think it would be nov- 
el to have one.” 

The National Canine De- 
fence League, which is running 
a Christmas campaign warning 
people to be beware of going 
“Dalmatian Crazy”, was brac- 
ing itself for an influx of un- 
wanted puppies after the 
Christmas period. 

“What is particularly dis- 
turbing abend these figures is the 
amount of people making for- 
mal enquiries when the major- 
ity of would-be owneis will 
jfrobabty purchase them from 
por^^^l^^jy farms," a 

“A lot of animal groups could r ' 
have some real problems on 
their bands in the New Year.” 



Spotty dog fever 101 Damnations has fuelled demand, but what wifi happen to puppies such as this two-day-old when the novelty wears off? 

Spending set to break records 


Steve Boggan 


Shops and stores yesterday hailed the 
Omstmas rush as the best for nine years. 
Sales in some pans of the country were 
more than 16 per cent up on last year 
as fine weather brought out last-minute 
shoppers in their mini ons 
In the North, the Metro Centre in 
Gateshead reported business as “very 
very busy”; at the Meadowhafl Shopping 
Centre near Sheffield, management 
satf tbmwerel&dpercentmareshop- 

isiclIpmg^G^ Thhrrock, Essex, 
customers w«reiSj55fiaing auaverage of 
£130 -a 10 per cent increase on laa year; 


and in London retailers expected to 
break all records. “We’ve bad the best 
Christmas since 1987,” said Martin Bar- 
nett, of the Marble Arch Retailers’ As- 
sociation in London’s West End. 

Buzz Lightyear, the computer-gen- 
erated hero of the Disney film Toy Sto- 
ry, continued to be the most popular - 
and problematical - buy. With shops 
cleaned out of the plastic astronaut, last- 
minute deliveries were expected to 
cause chaos inside stores. 

“People are continuously coming in ' 
and asking for them,” said a spokes- 
woman fin the TSsneyStort iq Lon don’s 
Regent Street “If the toys come in they 
will go straight on the shelves for sale'. 
It has been frantic, shoppers have even 


asked if they can camp outside.” 

Although good for shoppers, the dry, 
icy weather caused a crop of minor 
shunts on Britain's roads, particularly in 
Scotland. Motoring organisations urged 
drivers to be cautious LOday in prepa- 
ration for the anticipated exodus from 
cities to the countryside. 

The AA and the RAC said problems 
were caused yesterday not by the volume 
of traffic but by the weather conditions. 
“It’s extremely quiet for a Monday 
morning and it looks like loads of peo- 
ple are taking Christmas week off,” an 
RAC spokeswoman said. 

Around 2 million people are expect- 
ed to fly out of the country during the 
two-week holiday period, but meteo- 


rologists said many could be in for a dis- 
appointing time. According to the Lon- 
don Weather Centre, the Canary Hands, 
Spain, North Africa and Portugal arc en- 
during some the worst and wettest 
weather in years, 

During the past week, parts of Spain 
have been flooded. Malaga had 218mm 
of rain, compared with its seasonal av- 
erage of 62mm. Gibraltar has had a 
drenching with 277mm, compared with 
the average of 150mm. And in Moroc- 
co, Casablanca had 158mm. compared 
with the usual 94mm. 

There were hopes last night that the 
weather was improving on die Continent, 
with drier spells and higher temperatures 
predicted. 


Girl, 6, 
killed 
by tree 
lights 

Louise Jury 


A six-year-old girl was electro- 
cuted in front of her family 
when she switched on the 
Christmas tree lights. 

Police and Yorkshire Elec- 
tricity staff arc investigating 
the accident which killed Cara 
"Weathersronc in Hornsea, 
Yorkshire. 

Her parents, Beverley. 38, 
and Anthony, 40, and six broth- 
ers and sisters, aged between IS 
months and 1 8, were all with her 
in the tiring room when it hap- 
pened, on Saturday. 

It is understood' Cara stood 
with her bare fool on a copper 
gas pipe running round the 
room to switch on the tights, 
which were plugged into a table 
lamp. 

The family had put up the fir 
tree last week and Cara had 
switched on the lights on pre- 
vious occasions. The investiga- 
tion will centre on whether 
there was a fault with the 
arrangement. 

“It all so happened so 
quickly” George walheretonc, 
her 67-ycar-old grandfather, 
said yesterday. 

“The current grabbed Cara. 
Her sister Fiona tried to push 
her off and got a tingle herself 
and then Cara fell off. The 
whole family saw it, but could 
do nothing.” 

Police and ambulance were 
called but Cara, a pupil at 
Hornsea Infants School, was 
pronounced dead on arrival at 
Hull Royal Infirmary. 

Mr Weathezstone said that 
Cara’s father, his son - who 
works for East Riding Social 
Services- and her mother we re 
devastated. 

“Anthony and Beverley arc in 
a terrible state. It’s such a 
tragedy ” he said. 

“Poor little Cara. She bad 
ruined the lights on so many 
times before, it was just unfor- 
tunate that she had her bare 
foot on the gas pipe. She was 
earthed and could not be 
thrown off by the electric 
shock.” 

A Humberside police spokes- 
woman said: “Extensive in- 
quiries revealed that the 
incident appeared to have been 
a tragic accident.” 
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There are far 
more people 
than you think 
working over 
the Christmas 
holiday, writes 
Clare Gamer 

More than 10 million of the 
nation's workers may have 
downed tools for a 14-day 
Christmas and New Year holi- 
day. but many others wiQ not 
even get Christmas Day off. 

And it won’t just be police 
officers, publicans, water 
inspectors, charity workers, vic- 
ars, firemen, taxi drivers, 
doctors and hospital staff. 

“There are more people 
working than you would imag- 
ine,” said a spokeswoman for 
the Confederation of British 
Industry. “People think of train 
and bos' drivers, but I don’t think 
any of them are operating. It is 
the hotels, catering, pubs, util- 
ities, emergency services, lony 
drivers and fanners. Since the 
sales start on Boxing Day we 
reckon there will probably be 
people getting the shops ready 
on Christmas Day.” 

Both the Labour and Con- 
servative Party have press offi- 
cers on duty, although a 
spokeswoman for the Labour 
Party went to great pains to 
insist: “The Labour Party be- 
lieves people should have the 
right to enjoy Christmas.” 

Jo Moore, 33, the Labour 
Party press officer who has 
drawn the short straw, said: 
“Stories do sometimes break on 
Christmas Day. Certainty b$[ the 
evening when the first editions 
drop there are calls. That’s the 
level of activity. There's isn’t 
anybody actually sitting in Mill- 
bank Tbwer on Christmas Day. 
They would be a particularly sad 
individual. 

“I will have rime to cook my 
Christmas turkey and open my 
presents with toy kids, I don t 
think I could explain to my kids 
JlS months and three years 
°U]ifI wasn’t at home, but they 
tiotft mind the odd phone calL 
Some employees are re- 
"jarded for their seasonal ser- 
vices. RAC patrolmen have no 
problem with volunteers - they 
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fat from home: Gunners of the Royal Artillery kept the festive spirit alive last year while 
peace-keeping in Bosnia by singing carols on Mt Igfftan, near Sarajevo 


earn five times their normal 
wage if they work on Christmas 
Day. The “Knights of the road” 
top the festive bonus league, 
picking up £250 a shift. Rivals 
AA quadruple wages. . 

To many taxi drivers, Christ- 
mas Day is the perfect time to 
right off debts. Raul Gould, 52, 
who works for Computer Cab, 
a London-based radio taxi com- 
pany, pays for all his Christmas 
presents by working three or 


TOUT nouis on 

“The account work is very lu- 
crative,” be said. “Computer 
Gab almost invites you to go out, 
the Incentives are that good.” 
Besides the fact that the meter 
dock up £40-£50 an hour, Mr 
Gould is glad of the ex cuse to 
get out of the house. ’'Christmas 
morning is crazy,” be said. ”1 
like to get out of the way. My 
wife's got a lot to do.” 

Rat Bailey, who also works for 
Computer Cab, takes a differ- 
ent view. No amount of pound 
sig ns could tempt him away 
from his turkey. “Not under any 
circumstances whatsoever,” he 
said. “It’s a day to be with my 
family and friends. The way I 

look at it is tint I work very, very 


hard the rest of the year. If I 
can't do that little bit extra dur- 
ing the year there most be 
something wrong with me” 

But extra pay is out of the 
question in some cases. At the 
telephone bank, First Direct, 
employees are expected to hun- 
ker down wtlfy nflty. The service 
is, after all, round the dock, 365 
days a year 

And First Direct appears to 
get the custom. It expects an in- 
credible 1,200 people to inter- 
rupt their turkey and trimming; 
to make a call on Christmas 


to make a call on Christmas 
Day. 

Last year, the company re- 
ceived 120 calls from customers 
who just rang to say “Happy 
Christmas” on Christmas Day. 
Most were from people trying 
to make last minute financial 


an overdraft or a Visa extension, 
or trying to transfer funds. The 
staff is dedicated from the top 
downwards: even the chief ex- 
ecutive “pops in to say: *hT”. 

According to a survey by the 
Institute of Management, those 
who work for small companies 
are more likely to benefit from 
an extended break during the 


holiday period. Seventy per 
cent of managers in small firms, 
comprising one to 100 employ- 
ees, said their organisation 
takes time off, compared with 
45 per cent of managers in 
large firms. 

Roger Young, the institute's 
director general, said: “Christ- 
mas, in particular, is an ideal 
time opportunity for hard work- 
ing teams to let their hair down 
add get their knees op at the end 
of the year. Staff will then ap- 
proach the New Year invigo- 
rated and remotivated- ” . 

Journalists and television 
staff also have to work. In 1979 
Martyn Lewis remembers being 
called up by ITN in the middle 
of Christmas hinch and told to 
hop on a plane to India because 
the Soviet Union had just in- 
vaded Afghanistan. 

This year Mr Lewis will 
spend Christmas Day rattling 
around the BBC television stu- 
dios from dawn to dusk. Why 

him? “It was basically my turn,” 
he said. “Pve been at the BBC 
10 years and I'd always found 
a very good reason not to do 
Gtristmas Day. I ran out of ex- 
cuses. basically.” 


Tke Selfridges Sale starts early. 

LONDON’5 FIRST BIG SALE. STARTS FRIDAY 27tk DECEMBER 9am 
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Teachers ^m an 
mark down 
grammar 
questions 



Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

English teachers and government 
advisers arc ai odds over new sam- 
ple grammar tests for 14-y ear-aids 
to be piloted in schools next term. 

Teachers say the sample tests, 
which have been seen by The 
Imicpcndent . wflj harm pupils' grasp 
of grammar and unleash a debate 
among experts about wbat consti- 
tutes correct grammar. 

The controversial tests have been 
commissioned by the School Cur- 
riculum and Assessment Authority, 
which advises the Government on 
exams. 

Gillian Sheppard, Secretary of 
Slate for Education and Employ- 
mem, ordered the introduction of 
new tests earlier this year. She said 
that she wanted to' address the 
concerns of universities and em- 
ployers about the state of school 
leavers' grammar, spelling and 
punctuation. 

Eng lish teachers argue that gram- 
mar should be taught and assessed 
through writing rather than through 
short timed grammar tests with 
brief answers. They say sample 
tests suggest that the new tests will 
be even worse than they feared. 

Next term tests in grammar, 
spelling and punctuation will be 
piloted in 2 per cent of schools and 
all schools mil be able to volunteer 
to take them next May. 

From 1998 they will be compul- 
sory for all 14-year-olds alongside 
existing national tests in English, 
maths and science. 

The sample test asks pupils to 
identify spelling rules by giving a 
plural of words such as cactus. 
Another of the questions asks the 
pupils to list the four main verbs in 
a sentence. 

Teachers argue that it is mis- 
leading to suggest that there is a 
spelling pattern which means that 
the plural of words such as cactus 
is invariably formed by replacing 


“us" with “i”. Even if one would 
mark cactuses as wrong, they a$lc, 
should the one say syllabuses or 
syllabi, focuses or foci? 

They also say that a question 
that asks candidates to underline 
four main verbs in the sentence 
“the monument is very special for 
me because it is where 1 spent most 
of my days as a little child playing 
with my Mend and where I used 
to go with my parents for strolls" 
is problematic. 

Many people, they say, would ar- 
gue that a sentence can have only 
one main verb. 

Gabrielle Cliff Hodges, acting 
chair of the National Association for 
the Teaching of English, said: 
“There are differences of opinion 
about grammar. Is there is a mod- 
el of grammar on which these tests 
will be based?” 

Teachers needed a much clearer 
idea, she said, of what was being 
proposed and of the terminology be- 
ing used. 

Teachers are also concerned that 
a number of questions rive pupils 
a passage of incorrect English to 
write correctly. 

For instance, they are asked to 
correct passages such as “they ar- 
gue that animals wbat ore kept in 
unnatural conditions are all miser- 
able. They give an example of one 
of the worser things being tigers 
trapped in small bare cages with no 
space to turn round in.” 

Anne Barnes, general secretary 
of the National Association for the 
Teaching of English, said: “Anyone 
who has taught English knows that 
you try to avoid putting three ways 
of spelling their on the blackboard 
If you do, they never sort out the 
correct one. 

“Here you are presenting children 
with something in print that is 
wrong but the authority of print 
makes it seem right” 

Hie School Curriculum and As- 
sessment Authority had no com- 
ment to make. 



John Cohen, 64, who is homeless, at the Christmas lunch held by the charity Crisis at Bermondsey, south London, yesterday. The photograph is of Mr Cohen and his mother 
taken in 1948. He has not seen her since 1950. With 2,000 volunteers across Britain, Crisis wiH provide a Christmas for 4,000 people Photograph: John voos 


Dickensian season for the elderly 


A government report on energy 
saving reveals a shocking picture of 
housing deprivation, with the elderly 
and those living in rented accom- 
modation suffering winter cold on a 
Dickensian scale. 

The .English House Condition 
Survey 1991 (Energy Report) shows 
that die average home is half as 
energy efficient as today’s building 
standards require, whfle IS per cent 
of the entire stock -3 milli on homes 
- are grossly inefficient. Four ont of 
10 homes have no loft insulation, or 
insulation less than 3.5ins thick. 
Only a quarter of all cavity walls are 
insulated. And only three in 10 
homes are draught-proof. 


Last year, however, the Govern- 
ment cut funds from £100m to £73m 
for its Home Energy Efficiency 
Scheme (HEES), which pays people 
on low-incomes and older people up 
to £305 to insulate their lofts, seal off 
draughts and lag hot water cylinders. 
The average grant is £160. 

By contrast, the report says £2,000 
to £5,000 needs to be spent on im- 
proving the energy performance of 
each inefficient house. It puts a 
price of £263bn on measures to cut 
England's consumption of domestic 


Act To date , £350m has been spent 
under HEES. 


Hie Energy Report measures the 
fuel efficiency of homes on a scale 
of 1 to 100. Current building regu- 
lations demand a rating of 70. And 
draft planning guidance from the 
DoE says the poorest 20 per cent of 
households need ratings of 60 or 
more before they can afford ade- 
quate heating. But the average en- 
ergy rating of England’s homes is just 
357while7 per cent score 10 or less. 

Elderly and disabled people and 
those with respiratory problems 
“are concentrated in the least effi- 
cient stock”, the report adds. Well 
over half England's pensioners are 
failing to maintain a “ minim um” 
heating regime of ISC (64F) in 


their living rooms. 

This rises to 83 per cent of single 
pensioners in, privately rented ac- 
commodation. The 250,000 homes 
they inhabit have an average ener- 
gy rating of only 11, and it would cost 
them a quarter of their entire income 
to heat their homes adequately. 

Yet the elderly are at especially 
high ride, the report warns, “not only 
because of their increased frailty but 
also because their age makes them 
physiologically less sensitive to cold”. 

According to Mervyn Kohler of 
Help the Aged, these fectors account 
for an observed 15 per cent “swing" 
in the mortality rate among the 
over 60s in winter. 


The report says the private rent- 
ed sector “stands out as being 
exceptionally inefficient”, with an av- 
erage rating of 22. Over a quarter of 
the sector has an energy rating of 10 
or less, and 17 percent rate 1 or less. 

“We are talking about badly mair^.. 
tained older houses with thin solw 
walls, draughty doors and windows, 
no insulation and a tiny electric fire 
for heating”, says Dr Brenda Board- 
man ofOxford's Environmental 
Change Unit. 

“It is impossible for anyone on a 
low income to keep warm in this kind 
of housing. It simply docs not 
provide adequate shelter from the 
elements.” 
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habitat sale 


SAIAAM, THE UOH FEATURED OH BBC IV t ANIMAl SANCTUARY.' 


FREEDOM. 

Help us create a sanctuary for animals like Salaam, the orphaned lion 
cub featured in the BBC TV programme ’Animal Sanctuary' With 
your help we can help animals live free under the African sun. 
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They were sweet, innocent, angelic - then they became MPs 


: Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

\ Choirboys are not what they 
¥ seem. Yesterday, as choristers 
from Southwell to Salisbury 
prepared for the Christmas ser- 

vices, a magazine revealed the 

■ facts behind the innocent faces. 
Some of those beroffed, an- 

f elic creatures, h appears, are 
eadiog for an unlikely future 
- as members of parliament. 
Several well-known MPs, 
according to the Choir Schools’ 
Association magazine, served 
their time in the nation's cathe- 
dral choir stalls. 

_ Michael Mates, Conserva- 
tive MP for East Hampshire, 
and Robert Key, Conservative 
MP for Salisbury, in Wiltshire, 
both once sang sweetly as pupils 

of Salisbury Cathedral School. 
John Wilkinson, Conservative 
..-.MP for Ruislip and North- 
wood, was a pupil at St 
. . George’s, Windsor. 

7 The magazine has failed to 
■ unearth any Labour MPs with 
a choral past but Simon Hugb- 
es. Liberal Democrat MP for 
Bermondsey, used to <rng at 
- Uandaff in Whies. 

•w ‘ And hard-nosed MPS speak 
with misty eyes of the days 



Two held 
■??« in Saudi 
lei over nurse 
killing 


B 




$ Charlie Ban ’ 

Britain was negotiating with 
the Saudi Arabian authorities 
last night for access to two 
British nurses being held over 
the killing of an Australian 
nurse at a mitftaiy hospital in 
Dhahran. .. 

The two British women, both 
in their thirties, were being 
held in a police station and had 
been denied access to British 
embassy staff. If they are 
charged and found guilty of the 
murder, they could face the 
death penalty under Islamic 
Law. The British Consul, Tim 
Lamb, had been attempting to 
make contact with them since 
they were detained last Friday 
but had not been able to es- 
tablish if they bad been charged. 

The two women were ar- 
rested following the killing of 
55-year-old Yvonne Gilford at 
the King Eahd Military Medical 
Complex where all three were 
based. Ms Gilford, a senior 
theatre nurse from South Aus- 
tralia, was found dead in her 
room an 11 December. She had 
been slabbed four times, hit with 
a hammer and smothered. 

According to sources at the . 
hospital, police in Dhahran im- 
posed a ban on all foreigners 
leaving the medical complex af- 
ter her death. Around 40 British 
employees also had their pass- 
ports confiscated. The Foreign 
Office in London would not 


disclose the identities of the 
detained women. 

Mr Lamb had also been Hy- 
ing toput pressure on Saudi of- 
ficials to say whether the women 
had been charged - or to release 
them if they had not. “We are 
seeking urgent clarification oq 
whether any charges are being 
brought,” aspokesman said yes- 
terday. U A member of staff is 
Hying to seek immediate access." 

The spokesman said that Mr 
Lamb was not allowed to enter 
the hospital yesterday after fly- 
ing to Dhahran from Riyadh but 
was believed to have spoken to 
other British staff from the 
hospital. 

Ms Gilford was half way 
through a 1 2-month contract 
when she was killed four days 
before her 56th birthday. She 
bad been living in Johannes- 
burg, South Africa, before ar- 
riving in Saudi Arabia and was 
described by colleagues as a 
“Florence Nightingale’’ who 
devoted ber mb to nursing. 

The resistance of authorities 
in Sand! Arabia to outride in- 
fluence in cases involving for- 
eign nationals was hi g hli g hted 
in 1979 by the death of Helen 
Smith who fell to ber death from 
a sixth-floor balcony during an 
illegal d rinks party in Jeddah. 
Depute claims by many people, 
including her father, Ron, that 
she was murdered, an inquest 
into her death re turned an 
open verdict. 


Hunger strike 
trucker suffers 
appeal delay 


Jojo Moyes 

A lony driver imprisoned in 
Morocco is preparing lo restart 
his hunger strike unless 
-authorities fulfil their promise 
to give him a date for his appeal 

Unless the appeal is lodged 
in time for Ramadan, the Mus- 
Kra fast and Moroccan “paidon" 
season which begins in Febru- 
ary, Sieve Bryant, who was 
jailed in Tangier on drugs 
charges, has no chance of a par- 
don for a further year. 

-Stephen Jakobi. of the or-’ 
ganisalion Fair Trials Abroad, 
said: “He‘s extremely con- 
cerned that heTl miss the dead- 
line and be stuck there.” . 

Bryant, from north-east Lon- 
don, ended His previous hunger 
strike last month after Moroc- 
can authorities promised him a 
firm date for his final appeal 
within 45 days. . 

He is now embarked on a. 
race against time to lodge it be- 
fore Ramadan, although Mr 
Jakobi believes the Foreign Of- 
fice is "dragging its feet", citing 
foe example of Dutch truckers 
who were freed following in- , 
Invention from their embassy. 

Bryant’s MP, Steven Noms. 
wrote to the British ambas- 
sador in Morocco earlier this 
month, ur ging him to add his 


voice to the drive for an appeal. 

Mr Norris’ letter states: “On 
25 November at a meeting in 
the Moroccan embassy in Lon- 
don Mr Bryant's family were 
told that the only way Mr 
Bryant could be released was by 
a royal pardon on his behalf by 
members of his family and then 

forwarded by the Moroccan 
minis .t of justice,” adding that 
the *"*i! dy was given similar ad- 
vice by their MEP. 

The 42-year-old father of 
four, who has always pleaded his 
innocence, is one of a growing 
number of lorry drivers con- 
victed for drugs smuggling. 

In March 1993, returning 
from his third trip to Morocco, 
Bryant was sentenced to 10 
years imprisonment after 
cannabis was found in his car- 
go of frozen squid. He is now 

two and a half ycara into his sen- 
tence with no possibility of an 
early release. 

His case helped prompt a 
joint initiative between UK cus- 
toms and the United Road 
Transport Union- The “Mem- 
orandum of Understanding 
attempts to put drivers on a par 
with postmen, airline pilots and 
ships' captains in acknowledg- 
ing that not all drivers are guilty 
when dr ugs are found in their 
charge. 


when their lives were ruled by 
matins and evensong rather 
than whips and select commu- 
te es. 

Mr Males, who attended Sal- 
isbury Cathedra] School from 
1943-1947, told the magazine of 
“treats beyond the dreams of 
any normal prep-school boy” 
dished out by residents of the 
Cathedral Close in the period 
before Christmas, when the 
choristers stayed on to 
services after the other beys had 
gone home. 

Mr Mates says “What has re- 
mained with me is the beauty 
of the music, the solemnity of 
the Book of Common Prayer 
and the majesty of the King 
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Heavenly times: Choristers recall their experience wtth affection. Simon Hughes, left, and Michael Mates, right, are among 
MPs who have been In choirs. Mr Mates says; “tt is an idyll which wfl] stay wtth me to the grave" Phorbo&ah: Geraint Lewis 


James’s Bible. Add to this one 
of the most beautiful cathedral 
closes in Britain with the soar- 
ing grandeur of the cathedral 
itself, and it is easy to under- 
stand that it is an idyll which 


will stay with me to my grave." 

Philip Titcombe, the maga- 
zine’s editor, suggests that it is 
the qualities of “discipline, in- 
telligence and communication" 
that help choristers to 


distinction in public life. 

It will be interesting to note, 
he adds, how girl choristers, now 
being admitted to some schools, 
flourish in “the estab lishment" 
Other former choristers who 


have made their marie include 
Oz Clarke, the wine expert. 
Clive Mantle, who plays Mike 
in television’s Casualty. Jon 
Snow, ibe broadcaster, and 
Rodney Gal pin. chairman of 


Standard Gartered Bank and 

a Bank of England director. 

There are 39 schools which 
educate choristers and which 
are attached to cathedrals, 
churches and college chapels. 
AH but two are independent but 
most choristers’ fees arc sub- 
sidised. On average parents 
pay less than half fees. 

Si Mary’s, Edinburgh, has 
had a mixed choir for many 
years but the first English cathe- 
dral choir for giris was set up five 
years ago at Salisbury. Exeter, 
Wells and York have followed. 

The introduction of girls 
was resisted by traditionalisLs 
who maintained that boys pro- 
duced a unique choral tone 


that girls could not replicate. 

But a report in the magazine 
of research into the differences 
between boys’ and girls’ voices 
challenges their view. 

Professor Graham Welch of 
Roehampl on Institute says that 
his research shows that even ex- 
pert listeners cannot tell the dif- 
ference between all -boys, aB -giris 
and mixed choirs. What counts, 
he says, is (he sex of the trainer. 

He asked mo panels i>f listeners. 

one of choral musie experts, 
and one of musicians without 
special knowledge of choirs, to 
identify the sex of IS choirs. 

He concluded that sounds 
that are perceived as “mascu- 
line" are made by choirs trained 
by men and "feminine” sounds 
arc made by choirs trained by 
women. 

Earlier studies have shown 
that the sex of untrained singers 
can usually be identified but the 
Roehampion study shows that 
the same is not true of trained 
singers. Professor W?lch sayss 
“We find no evidence in their re- 
sults that the miroductiim of gjris 
into cathedral choirs will neces- 
sarily have any effect on the 
choral lone that is produced, nor 
that the much valued Anglican 
choral tradition wifi be changed." 
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11 Unit 

Aviemore Kitchen 
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NOW 
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HALF PRICE DISHWASHER. When you spend over £2,000 , **on any 
kitchen and kitchen appliances you will qualify for a half price Candy 
dishwasher* worth £425. 

BUY HOW, PAY NOTHING FOR SIX MONTHS. Pay in full or take 
credit in 6 months. 36 monthly repayments of £37-45 - total amount 
repayable £1.348-20 (24.9% apr variable). 


11 UNIT KITCHEN CONSISTS OF: 

WALL UNITS: 300mm STANDARD WALL 
• 3 x 500mm STANDARD WALL 

• &00mm STANDARD CORNER WALL 

• 600mm STANDARD BRIDGING UNIT. 
BASE UNITS: 500mm HIGH LINE BASE 

• 1000mm HIGH LINE BASE 

• 500mm DRAWER BASE 

• 1000mm HIGH LINE CORNER BASE 

• 600mm OVEN HOUSING 

• 2 x 3m CO-ORDINATING PLINTHS 
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SAlNSBURY’S HOUSE A GARDEN CENTRES 


H0ME8ASE KITCHENS NOW IN STOCK IN SELECTED STORES, TELEPHONE Q181-2QQ 0200 FOR YOUR NEAREST SHOWROOM. 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 8AM -8PM • FRIDAY 8AM -9PM ■ SATURDAY 8AM - 8PM • SUNDAY 10AM -4PM'- CHRISTMAS EVE AND NEW YEAR S EVE 8AM-6PM • BOXING DAY AND NEW YEAR'S DAY 10AM-4PM* 
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Israelis 
agree to 
Palestine 
state - 

in theory 

The Netanyahu government is 
coming to terms with hard 
reality. Eric Silver reports 


Jerusalem — Yesterday’s ap- 
parent deal between the Pales- 
tinian leader. Yasser Arafat, and 
the Israeli Prime Minister, Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, did not come 
as an extraordinary bolt from 
the blue. Last weekend, David 
Bar-Illaii, Mr Netanyahu's chief 
of planning and communica- 
tions, said the unsayable. In a 
remarkably frank interview with 
the Jerusalem Post* he acqui- 
esced in the creation of a Pales- 
tinian slate. 

It would have to be demili- 
tarised, he insisted. It would not 
be free to sign a militaiy alliance 
with the likes of Iran or Iraq. 
Hie bottom line was: “I want a 
state, but I want it to be limit- 
ed here and there.*' 

Six months ago, Mr Bar-Ill an 
would have denounced such 
views as heresy. He and his boss 
have learned some hard lessons 
in office. If the interview reflects 
the Prime Minister's evolving 
position, it suggests that hisgov- 



Netanyahir. Set to continue 
Oslo peace programme 

eminent is coming to terms with 
the reality of a divided land, 
somethingwhicb his Likud pre- 
decessors. Menacbem Begin 
and Yitzhak Shamir, never 
swallowed. 

It suggests, however grudg- 
ingly, that Mr Netanyahu Is 
braced to continue the Oslo 
peace programme, in deed as 
well as in rhetoric Mr Arafat de- 
layed signing a new deal on an 
Israeli redeployment from He- 
bron precisely because he feared 
the Prime Minister would then 
say: “Thus far and no farther." 

Mr Bar-Illan was not provid- 
ing a conclusive assurance. There 
will he hard and ugly bargaining 
to come, in the remaining stages 
of the Oslo II interim agreement, 
more Israeli evacuations, the 
freeing of Palestinian prison- 
ers, the opening of “safe-pas- 
sage" routes between Gaza and 
the West Bank, economic co- 
operation - and in the more trau- 
matic negotiations for a linal 
settlement of the Isnidi-Palcs- 
tinian conflict. 

There are contrary signals, like 
the government's’ pledge to 
expand Jewish settlement on 
the West Bank and in the Arab 
neighbourhoods of East Jeru- 
salem. though so far these are 
more talk than action. 

But the interview was more 


than a straw in the wind. Mr 
Arafat looks like having some- 
thing to bargain for. 

Asked to define Mr Net- 
anyahu's current ideological 
stand, Mr Bar-IIIan told his 
interviewer that the Prime Min- 
ister was no longer a “whole- 
land-of-Israel" man. "I don’t 
think be feels that there is any 
chance of the Land of Israel re- 
maining completely under the 
exclusive rule of Israel" he said. 

The nexr day, Mr Bar-Illan is- 
sued a statement distancing 
Mr Netanyahu from his aide’s 
“private opinion". But the in- 
terview has not been repudiat- 
ed. the chief of planning and 
communications is still at his 
post. Israeli commentators have 
noted, too, that Mr Netanyahu's 
right-wing Likud MPs have not 
yet demanded his head. 

Until now Mr Bar-Blan, the 
former editor of the Jerusalem 
Post and a close friend of the 
Prime Minister, has always tak- 
en as hard and as pessimistic a 
line as Mr Netanyahu. The 
Arabs, and in particular the 
Palestinians, had not changed 
their spots - he thundered in 
dozens of editorials. Their 
strategic aim was still to kill 
Jews and destroy the Zionist 
state. 

Aryeh Naor, a former Likud 
loyalist who served as cabinet 
secretary under Menachem 
Begin, then defected to Shimon 
Peres's peace camp, comment- 
ed yesterday: “There seems to 
be an ideological revolution on 
the right as they are detaching 
themselves from the Greater- 
Israel ideology. If Bar- 
Hlan talks this way, this tells you 
there is a new spirit of the 
times." 

The signs are multiplying al- 
most daily. The National In- 
frastructure Minister. Ariel 
Sharon, is backing the call for 
a national-unity government, or 
at least for a consensus of ideas, 
to negotiate a final settlement. 
The Israelis had to agree, the 
Likud maverick argued this 
week, on what they were pre- 
pared to give up and on what 
they would insist ai keeping. Mr 
Sharon, the master settlement- 
builder of the Seventies and the 
Eighties, was talking territorial 
compromise. 

At the same time, an informal 
group of Likud and Labour 
MPs, led by Michael Eitan and 
Yossi Beilin, has been meeting 
regularly to thrash out the terms 
of such a consensus. Mr Eitan is 
not a minister, but he is chairman 
of the coalition caucus. Mr 
Beilin, a candidate to succeed Mr 
Petes as Labour parti' leader, was 
one of the architects of the Oslo 
breakthrough. 

Likud leaders, it seems, recog- 
nise that they cannot go back. 
The}' arc committed, whether 
they like it or not. to completing 
the’ Oslo peace process. Bui 
they feel they can make the 
necessary painful concessions 
only with bipartisan support. 

They need Labour and the 
left to outface their own mes- 
sianic constituency, particular- 
ly among the West Bank 
settlers, who will have to pay the 
price. 


TTTF*™™ MEMBER IggG ^HE INDEPE ND ENT 

x #1 1 

sft“ 

• j > 

0 



r 


:V 


f'* 


Window of opportunity; Released hostages being taken by bus yesterday for a medical check after their ordeal at the Japanese embassy in Lima Photograph: Scott Dalton/AP 

Peruvian guerrillas free 225 hostages 


Phil Davison 

Lima 


Around 140 Peruvian government of- 
ficials, Asian and Latin American 
diplomats and Japanese businessmen 
appear set to pass Christmas in the be- 
sieged Japanese ambassador’s resi- 
dence here, under the guns of more 
than 20 Tupac Amaru guerrillas and 
surrounded by increasingly impatient 
Peruvian commandos. 

The guerrillas suddenly released 225 
foreign hostages late on Sunday night, 
including Britain's deputy ambas- 
sador, Roger Church, and a British 
businessman, David Griffith, in what 
they called a goodwill gesture for 
Christmas. 

But a communique from the Tupac 
Amaru Revolutionary Movement 
(MKDV) leader, Nestor Cerpa, showed 


no sign that the rebels were backing 
down. He said the remaining hostages 
would be released only if President Al- 
berto Fujimori released' several hun- 
dred Tupac Amaru prisoners from jafl. 
Mr Fujimori has been adamant he wiD 
never do so. 

Opinions were divided here as to 
whether releasing most of die for- 
eigners made a military assault on the 
building more or less likely. Some Pe- 
ruvians expressed concern that foreign 
television networks immediately start- 
ed pulling out after their nationals were 
freed. 

Mr Fujimori has threatened an as- 
sault if the guerrillas do not lay down 
their arms, but has been under heavy 
international pressure not to do so. 

The fact that the guerrillas retained 
Japanese diplomats and businessmen 
was widely seen here as part of their 


efforts to extort a “war tax" - a cash 
ransom from wealthy Japanese cor- 
porations whose executives are still 
held. After releasing “those not linked 
to the Peruvian government", bolding 
the Japanese businessmen made no 
sense other than for money, several 
diplomats said. 

Peruvian police claimed yesterday 
that the Tupac Amaru guerrillas, be- 
fore the Lima siege, routinely earned 
more than $lro a year from ransoms 
through kidnappings. 

It was a dramatic scene on Sunday 
night as the foreign hostages began ap- 
pearing, boarded buses and gazed or 
waved at hundreds of journaliks. tele- 
vision lights and flashing cameras. 

To fit on to six buses for the trip to 
a police hospital for a medical check, 

S were forced to stand in the aisles. 
jr the crumpled dark evening suits 


they had worn to attend a Christmas 
cocktail party, they could have been 
weary Peruvians returning from work. 

Some looked exhausted, confused 
and unshaven. Others smiled and 
gave victory signs. Some still wore ties. 
Others wore sports shirts provided by 
Red Cross workers. 

On the first bus was Mr Church, 
Britain's Deputy Chief of Mission, who 
spent 122 hours as a hostage. His boss, 
the British ambassador, had left the 
party just before the guerrilla assault. 

Appearing on the steps of the 
British embassy building yesterday, Mr 
Church, 50. said: “I've had some very 
difficult day s. But Tm just glad to be 
reunited with my family at Christmas. 

“Obviously, my thoughts are with 
those still beld captive and I hope the 
situation will be resolved very rapidly. 

“At no time were we mistreated. 


They treated us as well as could be ex- 
pected. I hope the situation is goln0 
to be resolved through negotiations. 

I believe the Peruvian government is 
prepared to negotiate. There is not go- 
ing to be a violent solution to this." 

He added: “Originally, their [the 
guerrillas'] demands were very dear- 
ths release of 400 prisoners. It seems 
to me that particular demand has been 
reduced somewhat.” That remark ap- 
peared to contradict the guerrillas own 
communique. 

Mr Griffith, born and raised m 
Peru and holding dual nationality, is 
general manager of the well-known 
Hotel Las Americas in Lima. He did 
not immediately speak to the media. 

All seven American hostages -three 
diplomats and four US Agency for In- 
ternational Development employees 
- were also among those freed. 


Yeltsin returns to 
his Kremlin desk 


Helen Womack 

Moscow 


Boris Yeltsin returned to work 
in the Kremlin yesterday, sev- 
en weeks after his heart bypass 
operation, and promised that 
life for Russians would gee bet- 
ter in the new year. 

In effect, the 65-year-old 
President was only just stoning 
his second term of office. Im- 
mediately after the elections last 
July he bad disappeared from 
public view, suffering again 
from the heart trouble which 
dogged him through much of 
1995. After his operation on 5 
November, he was obliged to 
follow doctors’ orders and con- 
valesce outside Moscow. 

Although the world's camera 
crews have been trying to fol- 
low his every movement, jour- 
nalists missed Mr Yeltsin's 
discreet return to his Moscow 
residence over the weekend. 
But television cameras caught 
his motorcade driving in 
through the Kremlin’s Borcrvit- 
sfcy Gale at 9.30am yesterday. 
In the yard, he was greeted by 


the Kremlin commandant “Tm 
feeling fine, ready for battle," 
Mr Yeltsin, dressed in an over- 
coat and fur hat against the De- 
cember cold,” said. “The 
coming year wOJ be better for 
Russia. That is the firm word of 
the President." 

On his first day back at work, 
Mr Yeltsin was briefed by his 
chief of administration, Anatoly 
Chubais, a young market econ- 
omist hated by the Communist 
opposition. Today he will meet 
his Prime Minister, VHaor Cher- 
nomyrdin who, together with Mr 
Chubais, has been running, the 
country in his absence. 

Mr Yeltsin found time yes- 
terday to speak on the tele- 
phone to John Major, who 
wished him well and promised 
to visit Russia in 1997. He has 
already chatted with his friend 
‘’Bill", the United States Pres- 
ident. and hopes to travel to 
Washington next March. 

But domestic problems are 
pressing. Millions of workers 
and pensioners have gone with- 
out wages and state allowances 
for months. The unreformed 


army, humiliated in Chechnya 
and lacking the funds to feed 
and house its officers and con- 
scripts. is in a dire condition. 

On the surface, Russia has 
changed considerably in foe five 
years since foe collapse of foe 
Soviet Union. But in practice, 
millions of Russians still fed only 
the pain of market reform. 

In a television address to 
the nation on Friday, Mr Yeltsin 
said he would make it his 
priority to address social issues. 
“Quality of life" would be the 
new catchword and officials 
who did not pay sufficient 
attention to the needs of foe 
people would be sacked, he 


people wi 
declared. 


The words were tough but the 
delivery was wooden. Asked 
about a charge from Mr 
Yeltsin's rival General Alexan- 
der Lebed that foe Kremlin 
leader bad started drinking 
again, Michael De Bakey, the 
Texas surgeon who was a con- 
sultant during foe operation, 
said tactfully that a tipple would 
not hurt the President bat he 
should resist heavy drinking. 



Back to work: President Yeltsin 
Kremlin In Moscow yesterday 


returning 

Photograph: 


to the 

Reuters 


Six teeming floors of oriental pleasure - all yours for just 15p 


In Shanghai did Huang Chujiu a state- 
ly pleasure dome decree. And almost 
SO years later the “Great World” 
amusement mansion still stands at the 
south-east corner of Shanghai's Peo- 
ple's Square, its “wedding cake" low- 
er a monument to an enduring 
tendency over decades of political up 
heaval to the pursuit of a good nignt 
out. 

Now. just us then, the masses 
queue for an entrance ticket to this 
multi-level emporium of entertain- 
ment. From the ground floor, with its 
dodgem cars and acrobats, one climbs 
balusuadcd staircases up six storeys 
teeming with every conceivable 
diversion. A ghost train, opera 
performances, video-games, a cine- . 
ma showing a dubbed American 
B -movie, and even stock market 
teach-ins vie to attract the biggest 


crowds. In one booth a couple of mid' 
dlc-agcd ladies in white coals wield 
an electric palm-reader with which 
they promise to diagnose troubled in- 
ternal organs. Great World even of- 
fers a cheap shower, as betrayed by 
the succession of freshly scrubbed 
young women visitors eating from the 
lift. 

Thousands pass through Great 
World s doors each day. especially af- 
ter 6J0pm when foe basic entrance 
ticket drops from a daytime price of 
20 yuan to 2 yuan ( 15p). For Shang- 
hai's migrant labour-force, jusi arrived 
from foe countryside, it offers foe best 
value entertainment in loan. Beiter- 
hccicd Chinese visitors pay 13 yuan 
extra for a dancing ticket. Middle- 
aged unemployed locals, and old-aged 
pensioners come for the day. “It is foe 
most famous place in Shanghai.” de- 


SHANGHAI DAYS 


dared the lift attendant, all of whose 
25 working years have been spent 
within Great World's walls. 

Of course, it must be admitted that 
foe fifth floor of Great World is no 
longer quire what it was. After foe 
Hollywood film director Josef von 
Sternberg toured the premises in foe 
mid-thirties, be noted in his memoirs: 
“The fifth floor featured girls whose 
dresses were sfil to the armpits, a 
stuffed whale, story-tellers, balloons, 
peep-shows, masks, a mirror maze, 
two love-letter booths with scribes 
who guaranteed results, “rubber 
goods" and a temple filled with fe- 
rorious gods and joss sucks," These 
days, foe fifth floor is home instead 


to a large children's playroom. 

Take a wander down to the fourth 
floor, however, and foe old Shanghai 
spirit is alive and pouting. The mod- 
ern day heirs to Great World’s famed- 
singsong girls are back in action in a 
packed auditorium with no room left 
for standing. The troupe is short on 
songs, but foe exotic fashion show (foe 
billboard stretches linguistic definition 
by calling it “dancing") has an almost 
wholly male audience straining to 
glimpse the midriff flesh. 

Von Sternberg described Great 
World as a “condensed world", and 
it has remained so through foe cen- 
tury. It was opened in 1917, then Chi- 
na's biggest entertainment centre, by 
-o 


Huang Chujiu, who had made his for- 
tune from marketing a brain tonic. By 
foe early Thirties, the pleasure dome 
had passed into the hands of one of 
Shanghai’s leading gangsters. Pock- 
marked Huang, who made sure the 
vice quotient increased with every 
staircase climbed. An official Chinese 
history of old Shanghai published in 
1985 described Great World in foe 
years before the 1949 co mmunis t vic- 
tory as “a paradise for monsters and 
demons and a den for enemy agents 
and traitors camouflaged by beauti- 
ful music and graceful dancing". 

The local government took control 
of Great Woridin 1954 and it was con- 
verted into foe distinctly more whole- 
some Shanghai Youth Palace. Even 
that was deemed unsuitable when foe 
Cultural Revolution broke out in 1966 
and the building was slammed shuL 


The lift lady remembered how in 
1971, as a 20-year-old, die was sent 
to work in foe kitchen of Great 
World, even though there were no vis- 
itors. Two years later, on 1 October 
1973, foe building was re-opened for 
politically correct entertainment for 
children. But it was not until 1983, 
when she moved from the kitchen to 
foe lift, that Great World started to 
shelve ideology in favour of fun. 

Shanghai in foe mid-nineties throbs 
with bars, clubs and restaurants, 
fiercely competing for customers. 
They change hands regularly, and go 
in and out of business. Great World 
is so for the great survivor, attractm° 
both those who can afford nothing 
belter, and others still compelled by 
its cornucopia of delights. 

Teresa Poole 


Jail for 
teller of 
tall TV 
stories 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


A German television reporter 
with a talent for fairy tales will 
be spending Christmas in jail for 
the next four years, imprisoned 
yesterday for stretching his 
creative licence too for. - 

Michael Born, a 38-year-old 
freelancer, was convicted in his 
home town of Koblenz of fraud, 
incitement to racial hatred, 
cruelty to animals and driving 
without a permit. He bad sold 
commercial companies at least 
16 “documentaries” which had 
owed more to his fertile imag- 
ination than to facts. 

His highly praised “report” on 
a chapter of the Ku Klux Klan 
terrorising forest folk in foe 
Rhineland might have won a 
prize, had it not been debunked 
by a policeman. Born had dad 
some friends in white tunics 
hoods, recorded their anti-Se- 
mitic ran tings and sprinkled 
the footage with swastikas. 

He also dabbled in man- 
smuggling, interviewed ficti- 
tious terrorist leaders and 
staged a blood-soaked battle on 
the Alba nian-G reek border. 

Confronted with damning 
evidence during his trial. Born 
said: “I feel guilty towards the 
viewers, but not towards the 
television newsrooms". 

His defence rested on the 
premise that his customers were 
aware they were purchasing 
entertainment, not journalism. 
Dozens of witnesses testified 
that the cable and satellite 
channels competing for Born’s 
business could have checked the 
veracity of his reports. They did 
not, because they were scared 
of losing a "good story*. 

By implication, the judge, 
Ulrich -weiland, found the en- 
tire industry guilty of fraud. But 
only Bora will pay for the crime. 
The moguls who financed his 
antics remain at liberty. 
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venison, truffles and red, red wine 



Mary Dejevsky 

counts the 
cost of Gallic 
cheer and 
celebration 


. Anyone with qualms about 
conspicuous consumption 
would do well to give France a 
wide berth at Christmas. For 
two weeks now, the markets 
have been stuffed to bursting 
with seasonal fare. From oysters 
and lobsters to foie gras and 
game of every variety, every- 
thing is available (at a price), 
and nothing disguises its origins. 

The foie gras is displayed in 
windows full of cheerful -look- 
ing china ducks and geese. The 
haunches of venison and boar 
. stffl bear their bristles. Flocks of 




* 


: feather, while the capons, 
France’s most sought-after 
Christmas dish, are laid carefoDy 
..side by side, their heads re- 
splendent with red comb and 
ginger feathers. 

In the chocolate shops and 
patisseries, the myriad St 
Nicholases of early December 
have come and gone, replaced 
by the chocolate and coffee logs 
that are the French family 
Christmas pudding. 

But you can’t escape temp- 
tation by steering clear of the 
markets. In the days before 
. the feast, the French media pro- 
vide constant updates cm the 
food situation - and not just in 
the commercial breaks. 

Some 90 minutes' viewing 
on Sunday evening, which in- 
cluded the main news on two 
channels, provided reports and 
features that amounted to an 
almost complete Christmas 
menu. 

A documentary on smoked 
salmon detailed the different 
methods of preparation and 
explained why some people are 
prepared to pay up to 70 per 
cent more for the “band- 
smoked, hand-sliced", variety. 



even though “no one really 
smokes over wood any more, 
whatever the label says”. 

- A feature on truffles - from 
detection by truffle-hound, 
through hush-hush negotiation 
of the sale at market, to what 
the top chefs do with them - 


followed hard on the heels of a 
discussion of foie gras. “The first 
question," said the elegant 
blonde expert, “is: duck or 
goose. A majority choose duck: 
rt is slightly smoother, more 
perfumed.” 

And what said the hapless in- 


terviewer, about mousse de foie 
. gmr?" Our expert said, with a 
patronising smil e: “Ah well, 
that's something quite different. 
If we’re honest, it’s bought by 
people who can’t afford foie 
gras. It’s very tasty, but it’s not 
foie gras." 


A couple of days earlier, the 
evening news had regaled us 
with information about the 
country's favourite oysters this 
season {from Marennes in west- 
ern France, should you want to 
know), and the latest episode 
of the perennial debate on 


The season to be joUe: A 

supermarket in Calais lays 

out its stall; a French family 
spends an average £17 per 
person on Christmas food 


new-fangled ways to lo open 
them. 

But the drawl tack to Christ- 
mas, of course, is the bilL The 
“average" family - one French 
market researcher estimates - 
will spend 149 francs (£17) per 
head on (he Christmas meal this 
year, up Fr9 since last year and 
weD ahead of inflation. It did not 
say whether this was because 
people were splashing out a lit- 
tle more, or whether the price 
of luxury foods has just risen 
more than that of other goods. 

The menu, and the budget, 
look something like this: oysters 
(Fr70 to FrllO a dozen, at least 
six each): foie gras (Fr200 buys 
a pot just sufficient for eight); 
a fair-sized capon (Tt 350), and 
a chocolate log - Frl70-pius 
even from the most ordinary 
patissi&re. 

All that is without the veg- 
etables, the salad and the 
cheese course, the perils fours or 
the chocolates. It is also before 
you have chosen the Chablis to 
accompany the oysters, the 
Sautemes for the foie pas. the 
vintage Bordeaux for the capon: 
and me champagne and cognac. 

You can cut maybe 20 per 
cent off the bill by going out of 
town to shop at the hypermar- 
ket, but there is a social cost. 
It is like settling for mousse de 
foie gras: whatever you do, don’t 
admit it 

■ The Panzani-William Sarnia 
company, part of the Danone 
group, withdrew prepared 
pasta meals and canned stews 
from sale yesterday, acknowl- 
edging that the food might con- 
tain British beef imported 
before the European embargo 
was imposed. Their derision 
followed inquiries by the french 
food standards authority. 


Christmas around the world: Many have far too little and quite a few have had far too much 


Write-on Santa 
works miracles 


Verena Dotrnik 

Associated Press 


Jt 


New York — The envelope is ad- 
dressed simply to “Dear Santa”. 
The letter inside pleads, polite- 
ly: “May you get me a will chair. 
I need the wulchair to be pow- 
ered 1 need it to get around. Can 
you help me Santa? I would do 
anything for this Love allways. 
Miracle Retrina." 

The nine-year-old, bom with 
no arms and only one functional 
leg. wrote the faint, crooked 
words by pushing a pencil with 
her left foot Now Miracle Re- 
trina Womack awaits a miracle, 
and Guillermina “Gigi" Colon 
is ready to help. “This is what 
life is really about" Ms Colon 
says, clutching the child's note 
as she dashes through the cav- 
ernous halls of the General 
Post Office in Manhattan, smil- 
ing at co-workers who greet her 
with “Hi Santa!" 

The jolly. Dominican-born 
pixie is the energy behind “Op- 
eration Santa Claus", which 
makes Christmas dreams come 
true at the city's huge main post 
office, next to Penn Station 
and Madison Square Garden. 

A record 153,000 Dear San- 
ta letters had arrived by Friday 


to be sorted, computerised and 
made available to anyone who 
wants to become an instant 
guardian angel Some come 
from as far away as South 
Africa and Japan.’ “Most post 
offices in the world know about 
us," Ms Colon, head of cus- 
tomer relations, said. 

Operation Santa Claus was 
started nearly 70 years ago by 
postal workers who answered 
letters that were headed for the 
dustbin. It now attracts gifts 
from individuals and business- 
es, and is mirrored around the 
country at 84 other postal ser- 
vice consumer affairs offices. 

About one-third of the New 
York letters are “adopted”. Peo- 
ple can pick through boxes of let- 
ters from the dry’s five boroughs, 
as well as “Foreign", “New Jer- 
sey”, “Spanish" and “Mixed 
States”. The opportunities do 
not end at Christmas. Hispan- 
ic children traditionally receive 
gifts on Epiphany in January. 

Among them are requests 
from a New York child for 
spaghetti, rice and beans, blan- 
kets, 3 coat and -“if you can”- . 
a real live bunny. A girl with real 
live mice in her house asks for 
a mouse trap. Another child 
wants a cherry-red Cadillac 



Bondi revellers 
have to dry up 


Robert MBEken 

Sydney 


Waiting game: Santa relaxes before appearing at the 
Carolina Panthers/Pittsburg Steelers American football 
match in Charlotte, North Carolina Photograph: AP 


with matching leather interior. 

Ms Colon, 45, who puts in 
hundreds of unpaid horns, lives 
with two grown sons and a two- 
year-old granddaughter, this 


year chose a letter from a single 
mother with three children 
in Brooklyn and wiD give them 
tickets for the Broadway musi- 
cal Cals. 


After the worst year in its his- 
tory, Bondi beach has gone on 
to frill alert to head off anoth- 
er Christmas of violence. In re- 
cent years the beach has been 
taken over on Christmas Day by 
thousands of British backpack- 
ers for whom turkey, plum pud- 
ding and champagne by the surf 
has become something of an ir- 
resistible cultural ritual. 

Last year the mix of sun, sand 
and alcohol proved a disaster 
and riot police were called in on 
Christmas night to control 
crowds throwing stones and 
bottles. Several police were in- 
jured and dozens of rioters 
were arrested. 

In September, Bondi's repu- 
tation was further tarnished 
when Brian Hagland, 23, a 
British tourist, was killed near 
the beach. A man has been 
charged with the killing. 

Christmas, at the 
of Bondi residents, 
the New South Wales govern- 
ment and Wbverley council, 
which covers the area, hired two 
events-organisers to “reclaim" 
the beach. Tomorrow, alcohol 
and cars will be banned from 


most of the beach zone, celebri- 
ties wifl entertain crowds and, 
for the equivalent of £5, back- 
packers wfl] receive one alco- 
holic drink, a barbecue lunch 
and a phone card to ring home. 

Last year 20,000 people 
packed Bondi beach on Christ- 
mas Day, planting their na- 
tional flags m the sand. Trouble 
began when hot-rod car en- 
thusiasts invaded the beach 
from and taunted revellers in an 
atmosphere already elect 
with alcohol and expectation 

“Most of those who come to 
Bondi for Christmas, the back- 
packers and tourists, are the or- 
phans of the city," said Rikki 
McDonald, a psychologist and 
co-organiser of the reclaim 
Bondi event. Last year she and 
her partner transformed an- 
other riot-lorn beach, at Byron 
Bay, into a safe Christmas 
haven. She has a strategy lo do 
the same thing at Bondi: “Well 
move people around, keep 
them excited and turn them out 
at the end of the night when 
their energy is dissipated." 

Will it work? “Alcohol, 
testosterone and boredom are 
not a good mix. It’s all a mat- 
ter of giving them something to 
do.” said Ms McDonald. 


School fight highlights American divide 


Washington — It ail began with a vis- 
it by a while newspaper reporter 
earlier this moDth to check on the 
progress of a new black school, boast- 
ing a combative principal and a 
heavily Afro-centric curriculum. What 
happened next has unleashed racial 

r iar, and could conceivably change 
direction of the city's electoral 
politics. 

Last week, Mary Anigbo, the prin- 
cipal of the Marcus Garvey Charter 
School, which opened its doors to 62 
pupils in September, was indicted by 
aDC grand jury along with three staff 
members on misdemeanour charges 
of assaultingSusan Ferrechio. of the 
Washington Times. 

Ms Ferrechio says she went to (he 
school to see Ms Anigbo. As she wait- 
ed, she interviewed a student, only for 
a school official to demand her note- 
book. When she refused, she claims 
she was set upon by the principal, staff 
and students who locked her and made 
racial taunts, before throwing her off 
Ihe premises. Ms Anigbo contends the 
reporter pushed her, threatened to use 


Racial harmony seems further away than ever in Washington 
but at last the President is taking notice, writes Rupert Cornwell 


roace v c, r „ 

to ward off attackers) and a knife, and 
warned she was going to “get you black 
people out of the building”. 

Within two hours Ms Ferrechio was 
back at the school with two police 
officers and a Washington Times pho- 
tographer who in his turn was attacked 
when be started to take pictures, as 
were the police when they inter- 
vened. Finally order was restored, but 
the real trouble had only begun. 

For contemporary Washington's 
poisonous brew of discredited local 
government, virtual financial collapse, 
a school system acknowledged as one 
of the country's worst, and ever-pre- 
sent racial tensions, the confrontation 
was one ingredient too many. 

A legal verdict will only be delivered 
by a court. But both communities have 
already rendered their different 
judgements- For the white-dominat- 
ed W ashin gton establishment, the 


affair simply highlighted the prevail- 
ing anarchy of the city's public edu- 
cation system, which led to the 
appointment last month of Julius 
Becton, a former army general, whose 
first step was to sack the entire east- 
ing District of Columbia school board. 

The fact that Marcus Garvey - 
which enjoys private status although 
mostly fended by public money - does 
not come under the general's juris- 
diction, has only increased the outrage 
- as did the revelation that Ms Anig- 
bo had been charged in 1986 with as- 
sault with a deadly weapon, and that 
one of the security guards at Ihe school 

had been convicted of armed robbery. 

But the city's 70 per cent black ma- 
jority lends to see matters through a 
different prism. Gourtland Milloy, a 
black columnist on the Washington Bast. 
wrote of a caller wbo likened the in- 
cident to “that historic racial conflict, 
Missy-veisus- Mammy. It’s an arrogant 


white girl wbo thinks she owns the 
house, and a big black woman saying, 
‘Just stay out of my kitchen’." 

Small wonder then that the con- 
frontation has been so jarring. Even 
more sadly, it has come amid with feint 
but distinct stirrings of hope for Wash- 
ington. 

After four years of almost total in- 
difference to the problems of the dty 
where he lives, President Clinton is 
now promising a “serious effort" by 
the White House to help, while HiOaiy 
Clinton says she wfl] henceforth de- 
vote her formidable energy and talents 
to the capital’s plight. 

But the essential precondition for 
a lasting revival of ’Washington remains 
the departure of its mayor. Marion 
Barry has been stripped of most real 
power tty the financial control board 
which took charge of the city’s bud- 
get 15 months ago; but his re-election 
m 1994 after serving time fora cocaine 


offence makes him. in the eyes of most 
Americans, the symbol of (he appar- 
ent deathwish of the capital. And here 
too. the Marcus Garvey fracas may 
have an impact Mr Barry, first elect- 
ed in 1978, has not said whether he 
will seek a fifth term in 1998. But a pos- 
sible contender touted by the Wash- 
ington Post and much of the city 
establishment is Eric Holder, one o’f 
the district’s leading federal prosecu- 
tors - who referred the Anigbo case 
to the grand jury. 

Mr Holder is black, but unlike Mr 
Bany, comparatively paJe-skumcd. He 
is accused by some of Ms Anigbo's sup- 
porters of practising “vintage white 
racism". Last ’week he told the Post of 
his misgivings about a mayoral run. 
“There** no question about it. one of 
the shots that would be taken at me 
is. 'Is he black enough ? Is this guy 
one of us?’ " 

Immediately after securing the in- 
dictments, he appealed for calm and 
for Vfashragtonians of boih races 
"not to permit this incident lo increase 
polarisation". 


international 


significant shorts 


QJ is killer in 
son’s murder 
mystery story 

OJ Simpson's eight -year-old 
son wrote a fictional murder 
mystery for a school 
alignment that ended with 
his father being the killer, a 
television station reported. 

The story, which featured 
a killer holding a hostage 
with a knife and machine- 
gun, was written by Justin 

Simpson in autumn and was 

useu as evidence in the 
battle between Mr Simpson 
and his former in-laws lor 
custody of Justin and his 
1 1-year-okl sister, Sydney. 
KCBS-TV reported. Mr ’ 
Simpson was awarded full 
custody of his two younger 
children on Friday. They had 
been Jiving with their 
maternal grandparents since 
their mother. Nicole Broun 
Simpson and her friend. 
Ronald Goldman, were 
killed in June 1«94. 

Mr Simpson was acquitted 
in October 1995 of double 
murder in the deaths of 
Goldman and Simpson. He 
is now being sued for 
wrongful death by the estate 
of Simpson and t he 
Goldman family. 

AP - Los Angeles 

Bosnia eases 
hated curfew 

Bosnia suspended a curfew 
m Sarajevo and other towns 
that remained despite the 
end of the war. The Interior 
Ministry said the suspension 
would last until 15 February 
because of celebrations and 
events marking Christmas. 
New Year's Day and 
Ramadan next month. The 
curfew is disliked and radio 
stations have criticised (he 
authorities for keeping it. 
Sarajevo- Reuter 

Algiers bomb 
kills three 

A car bomb exploded near 
one of the capital’s biggest 
cafes, killing at least three 
people and wounding 70. It 
went off when the 
pavements and streets were 
filled with lunch-hour traffic. 
The explosion was felt 
throughout central Algiers. 
AP- Algiers 

Havel out cf 
intensive care 

The Czech President. Vaclav 
Havel has been moved out 
of intensive care three weeks 
after surgery to remove a 
tumour from his lung, but he 
will have to spend 
Christmas in hospital. Ii is 
not yet clear how long it will 
be before Mr Havel can go 
home. Prague - Reuter 


Diamond ring 
returned to 
T\\A woman 

A diamond ring found amid 
debris of the jet after the 
explosion of flight TWA 80(1 
off New York in July was to 
tv returned to the woman 
who hud fought lo gel it 
back since the crash, which 
killed her fiance, Andrew 
Knrkar. “This is 
hitler-sweet,” Julie Stuart 
said. “J only wish it was the 
way it was supposed lo be. 
with .Andy placing it on my 
finger," A friend of Kruknr's 
in Paris spotted u photo of 
the box containing the ring 
in a French magazine and 
recognised it. AP - Sew York 

Villagers give 
mice the chop 

Villagers in Vietnam's Ha 
Tinh pnwinco have been 
offered :i reward for each 
mouse tail they bring in from 
the fields, Lao Pong 
newspaper said that in one 
village dong (i‘485) had 
been paid for 45.UtW tails. A 
total of 420,0fN) had been 
collected in the district of 
Huong Son. it added, 
without indicating what 
would be done with them. 
Reuter -Hanoi 

Weddings take 
an ah' of danger 

People firing bullets m the 
uir to express joy at 
weddings had jeopardised 
aircraft. Kuwait's aviation 
authority said. “Several civil 
airplanes had to change 
their courses," said a letter 
to the interior ministry. “On 
October 24 two airplanes, 
Kuwaiti and American, were 
exposed to shooting from a 
wedding in the area south of 
the airport. Other airplanes 
have suffered similar 
iucidcnis ... this could 
result in catastrophes." 

Reuter -Kuwait 


Weizman says 
sorry to gays 

The Israeli President, Ezer 
Weizman, met gay leaders 
and apologised for publicly 
deriding homosexuality as 
“abnormal". His spokesman, 
Arieh Shumer. said: “The 
President says he must 
express sorrow for any act 
or comment that causes 
public humiliation or can be 
interpreted as such ... It is 
necessary to guard the 
honour, rights and welfare of 
all the citizens of the state of 
Israel." Mr Weizman. whose 
role is largely symbolic, took 
aim at homosexuals during a 
speedi last week to 
high-school pupils in Haifa. 
Reuter- Jerusalem 
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Gwilym Lewis was the oldest 
survivor of the Royal Flying 
Corps and, having shot down 12 
enemy aircraft, their last ace. He 
numbered among his friends 
Mick Mannock VC who was 
credited with 72 enemy aircraft. 
There now remains only one sur- 
viving RFC pilot. Cedi Lewis, 
the author of Sagittarius Rising. 

Lewis was born in Birming- 
ham in 1897. He was educated 
at Marlborough College and in 
1915 volunteered for the Nor- 
thampton Regiment. After 
three weeks he found it was 
hard work and applied for a 
transfer to the RFC. They were 
full, and he was advised to ob- 
tain a private flying certificate. 
He asked his Cither for £100. en- 
roll ed at Hendon and qualified 
that November on a Grabame 
White Boxkite; three weeks 
later so did his father. 

After a basic course of in- 
struction at Famborough he 
was posted to Upavon, the 
RFC's Central Flying School 
and in April 1916 was awarded 
his pilots brevet (wings). He 
then joined 32 Squadron and on 
29 May, with only four and a 
half hours of flying in a DH2, 
flew with his squadron to 
France in a clapped-out plane 
while anxiously looking for a 
ship to land alongside in case his 
engine failed. 

Although the youngest pilot 
of the squadron he was soon in 
action. Nearly 80 years later 
when I interviewed him for a 
book (There Shall be Wings; the 
RAF 1918 to the present day , 
1993) he recalled an occasion on 
patrol in September 1916: 

I was well above the rest when I spot- 
ltd a two-seater Roland. 1 couldn’t 
sec his crosses until he passed right 
over, then I could sec the observer 
looking over the side with his gun 
pointing straight at me. I went 
as white as a ghost, but for some 
reason be did not open Bre. 

He Ihen described the major of- 
fensive south-west of Bapaume 
later that month when tanks 
went into action. 

It was an incredible sight. We were 
going io win the war! All the infantry 
chans were moving cheering the 
tanks. We saw no German aircraft. 
We dominated (he sides- the infantry 
the ground. But it was aD so short- 
lived. The casualties were terrible. I 
don'l know bow they stood it. 

Lewis was to lose many 
friends from his squadron, but 
his most heartfelt loss was his 
elder brother Edmond, an in- 
experienced pilot who was shot 
down on his father's birthday af- 
ter u single-handed fight with 
five enemy aircraft. It was a loss 


Professor Keith Ruddock 


Keith Ruddock was on out- 
standing scientist who all his 
adult life was committed to 
leaching and research at 
Imperial College, London. 

He was bom into a South 
Wiles mining village; its cufture 
and the influences of his family 
were never to leave him. His fam- 
ily's love of music and concern 
for the social causes of the 
Welsh valleys led to his abiding 
love of opera and to his pas- 
sional? commitment to socialism. 

His family had great ambi- 
tions for him and at West Mon- 
mouth Grammar School his 
exceptional mathematical abil- 
ities were recognised. In 1957 
he became a student in the 
Physics Department at the Im- 
perial College of Science and 
Technology, and there he spent 
the rest of his academic career. 
He came under the influence of 
Professor David Wright, the 
doyen of colour vision, which 


led him to devote his subse- 
quent research to the study of 
vision. He became a leading and 
highly innovative exponent of 
the application ofpsychophyscs 
(the investigation of the rela- 
tions between physical stimuli 
and sensation) to the study of 
vision in human subjects. 

Not content with extending 
understanding of normal vi- 
sion he turned to studies of the 
nature of visual abnormalities 
exhibited by a variety of clini- 
cal patients, many of whom 
had suffered brain damage as a 
result of a stroke or tumour. His 
studies were carried out not only 
to enhance understanding of the 
normal mechanisms of visual 
processing, but to offer practi- 
cal assistance to the patient. 
Ruddock was a brilliant exper- 
imentalist who when presented 
with such a patient would rapid- 
ly devise a series of experiments, 
which would be speedily exe- 


cuted following modifications of 
the' hallmark of the visual psy- 
chophysicist, the optical bench. 

This consists of a series of 
mirrors, lenses, filters and light 
sources, which when viewed tty 
the uninitiated gives the im- 
pression of science performed 
with string and sealing wax, 
but in the hands of Ruddock 
provided measurements of the 
highest precision. For the sub- 
ject the experiments could be 

S demanding, but here Rod- 
’s humanity was apparent 
Several of his subjects returned 
time and time again to his lab- 
oratories over extended periods, 
in some cases in excess of 20 
years. If the patient was unable 
to travel to London Ruddock 
would devise suitable portable 
equipment to take the labora- 
tory into the patient's home. His 
patients became his friends 
as did almost everyone who 
entered his life. 


In 1972 he was awarded a 
Royal Society Exchange' Fel- 
lowship to work in Venezuela 
with Gunnar Svaetichin, a 
pioneer in single-cell electro- 
physiological recording. This 
enabled Ruddock on his return 
to establish, in ImperiaTs coun- 
try establishment at S3 wood 
Park, a separate research pro- 
gramme in which he recorded 
from within cells in the retina, 
the light-sensitive tissue at 
the bade of the eye. Both his 
electrophysiological and psy- 
chophysical studies led him 
into controversial areas in the 
field of vision; he defended his 
position strongly whilst always 
being prepared to listen and 
debate with the opposition. 

Throughout his life at Impe- 
rial he was committed to under- 
graduate and postgraduate 
education, and actively involved 
in the organisation of teaching. 
He was an excellent lecturer 


who delighted in being able to 
bring biology to physics students 
steeped in mathematics and 
the physical sciences. Every 
year, after hearing his lectures, 
students flocked to his door to 
cany out final-year projects or 
PhDs under his super vision. To 
them he was always accessible. 
In 1988 he was appointed Pro- 
fessor of Biophysics, and in 1991 
Head of the Biophysics Group 
in the Physics Department 
Over the years Ruddock de- 
veloped an extended interna- 
tional network of former 
students whom hegreatty en- 
joyed visiting. This and fre- 
quent requests to lecture abroad 


Gwilym Lewis 



‘It was an tncrediMe sight We were going to win the waif Wing Commander ‘Noisy' Lewis at the controls of an SE5A, in France, ISIS 


from which his father never 
recovered. 

In September 1917 Gwilym 
Lewis was given command of an 
SE5 flight training pilots and 
then made a Flight Commander 
of 40 Squadron. Another Flight 
Commander was Mick Man- 
nock, who named Lewis “Nasy" 
because he was so quiet 

In July 1918 Lewis was 
awarded the DFC. He was ex- 
hausted - and wise enough at 
21 to realise this. Other phots 
more experienced were not 
On his last day in France at his 
farewell lunch, he recalled Man- 
nock's taking the great Irish ace 
GJLH. McEtroy to one side and 
warning him not to follow the 
enemy down, because ground 
fire would get him. Six days lat- 
er Mannock himself was killed 
by ground fire following down 
a two-seater. Five days after that 
McElroy was also shot down. 

The final month of 1918 was 
spent as an Instructor at CFS, 
Upavon. Lewis decided against 
a career in the new RAF and 
was demobilised in 1919. He 


was 21. He was never to fly a 
plane again. 

Lewis's qualities as both a pi- 
lot and a leader are possibly best 
exemplified by the fact that he 
never lost a novice pilot. When 
a new boy joined ms squadron 
he would have him beside him, 
coax him and nurse him until be 
matured. (Sixtyyears later he re- 
ceived a note from one of those 
novice pilots: ■‘With grateful 
thanks to Wing Commander 
•Noisy’ Lewis DFC - my First 
World Wit Commander - and 
due to his splendid leadership 
I have been able to enjoy such 
a long and happy ‘after life'.") 

After such an intense war in 
which command had come nat- 
urally to him, Lewis had some 
difficulty adjusting to a very ju- 
nior position with the Lloyd's in- 
surance brokers Sedgwick, 
Collins, especially as he was un- 
der the authority of men for 
whom he had little regard. 
However he soon joined up with 
old RFC pals also at Lloyd's and 
with them shared a cottage by 
the Thames at Waigrave. It was 


here that he met die 20-year-old 
Noel Coward who one Sunday 
read his first play. The Rat Ihtp , 
to Lewis and his friends as they 
languished in a punt 

In 1923 in bowler hat and 
rolled umbrella he went to 
America as the man from 
Lloyd’s and on his return argued 
for a separate American Non- 
Marine Department, which up- 
set a few people at Sedgwick's. 
When the crash came in 1929 
he survived well although like 
everyone he had to face a re- 
duction in salary. In 1925 he had 
married Christian Robertson 
and was happily married for 68 
years. By 1939 he bad budt the 
American Non-Marine De- 
partment into the biggest de- 
partment in Sedgwick, Collins. 

During the Second World 
Vfor Lewis was given the rank 
of Wing Commander and was 
part of the Cabinet War Room 
team. There he prepared de- 
tailed reports based on the pre- 
vious 24 hours for the morning 
briefing. Ever eager to support 
the RAF, he gilded the Ifly 


once too often and Churchill 
good-naturedly returned the 
paper with the comment “No 
trench raids please!" 

Throughout the war he re- 
tained contact with his firm and 
had copies of their cables sent 
.to him. However during the 
time he was away there were 
many changes and in 1947, af- 
ter more than 25 years' service, 
they dedded to continue with- 
out him. Lewis then joined Ar- 
bon Langrish and on the death 
of the senior partner became 
chairman. He successfully built 
up the American side of the 
business before selling out to 
Qarfceson in 1965. However he 
maintained a lifelong interest in 
Lloyd’s and was their oldest 
member. 

Max Arthur 

Gwilym Hugh Lems, aviator and 
insurance broker: bean Birming- 
ham 5 August 1897; DFC 1918; 
married 1925 Christian Robertson 
( died 1993; one son, two daugh- 
ters, and one son deceased ); dial 
London 18 December 1996. ‘ I 



was made all the more pleasur- 
able by his gift for languages, 
which extended to Chinese - 
studied as a challenge. 

Outside Imperial College he 
was on several editorial boards 
and national committees. He 


Ruddock: humanitarian 

particularly enjoyed his work an 
the Vision Research Working 
Party of the Wellcome Trust. In 
1985 with three other visual sci- 
entists and dmidans he formed 
the Neuro-opbthaknology Club 
and it was tus enthusiasm and 
interest which has ensured its 
continued success. 


Ruddock was an ardent fol- 
lower Of sport, especially "Welsh 
rugby and cricket, although 
here he was a Lancashire sup- 
porter. An accomplished vio- 
linist, he was involved in the 
musical life of Imperial, but it 
was his bunting love of opera 
that was evident to all around 
him. He regularly visited the 
Royal Opera House and had in 
recent weeks been contemplat- 
ing its forthcoming temporary 
closure for redevelopment, and 
whether to sign up for opera sea- 
sons in houses as far afield as 
New York, Paris or Vienna. 

In 1963 he married Joan An- 
thony, a teenage friend who had 
followed him to study at Impe- 
rial College. Coming from the 
same background their 30 years 
together were spent sharing 
similar ideals, particularly a 
passion for socialism which 
eventually led Joan to become 
a Labour Member of Parlia- 


ment. They separated in 1990. 

Keith Ruddock was a scien- 
tist and humanitarian who 
showed absolute loyalty to his 
friends. His untimely and sud- # 
den death came just hours af- 
ter he remarked that he had had 
one of the most successful years 
ever in his scientific career with 
a stream of exciting new ob- 
servations. There was an irony 
in his death’s resulting from a 
motor vehicle accident; it was 
a form of transportation Rud- 
dock disliked and he had nev- 
er considered it necessary to 
learn to drive. 

Christopher Keonard 

Keith Hanfiy Ruddock, bio- 
physicist; bom Croesycciliog. 
South Wales 12 March 1939 r Pro- 
fessor of Biophysics. Imperial 
College of Science, Technology 
and Medicine 1988-96; married 
1963 Joan Anthony; died 
London 20 December 1996. 


Esther Simpson 


Esther Simpson’s life's work was 
with the Academic Assistance 
Council (AAC), the body setup 
to rescue refugee scholars from 
Germany. It was created short- 
ly after Hitler came to power on 
30 January 1933 by Sir William 
Beveridge, Lord Rutherford, 
A.V Hill and Archbishop Tfetn- 
ple. They needed a secretary. 
They found “Tfess" Simpson. 

She had been working with 
the World Alliance of YMCAs 
in Geneva but realised at once 
that this was a calling. She 
came to London and started 
work at £2 10s a week; a third 
of what she had been earning 
previously. Her office was in a 
tiny attic at Burlington House 
in the Royal Society. If the ac- 
commodation was poor, at least 
the address was good. 

On 7 April 1933 a law was 
passed in Germany “recon- 
structing" the civil service - 
which included universities - 
and dismissing all Jews from it 
Scientists flooded over. The 
AAC gave them a small salary 
and helped to find posts. At that 
time, in the Great Depression, 
other countries, especially the 
United States, were reluctant to 
admit outsiders but Britain was 
more welcoming. (Later Amer- 
ica took large numbers.) The 
tidiness of the refugee hard was 
extraordinary, including Ein- 
stein, Max Born, Fritz Haber 
and James Franck (all Nobel 
Laureates). 

Academics of that level had 
no difficulty finding support; for 
example, the Austrian physicist 
Erwin Schiddinger was made a 
Fellow of Magdalen College, 
Oxford within five days of ar- 
riving in England. Among the 
2,600 refugees who were 
less well known, the AAC 
helped 16 who later won Nobel 
prizes, 74 who became Fellows 
of the Royal Sodety, 34 of the 
British Academy. Tb Tess Snip- 
son, all the refugees were her 
“children”. 

Her toughness and determi- 


nation were shown to their 
greatest advantage in the sum- 
mer of 1940 when, after the be- 
trayal of Norway and the 
German attack in the West, sev- 
eral hundred aliens were sud- 
denly interned. Simpson and 
A.V. Hill, hims elf a Nobel lau- 
reate as well as MF for Cam- 
bridge University, were tireless 
in pressing for their early re- 
lease. Each case had to be ar- 
gued with the Home Office 
and less Simpson prepared 560 
applications. In the end - but 
how slow the process seemed - 
they succeeded. 

Simpson had hoped that af- 
ter the war there would be no 
need for fee Sodety for the Pro- 
tection of Science and Learn- 
ing (as the AAC was called from 
1936), but that was far from 
true, with a steady stream of 
refugee academics from around 
the world. 

Tess Simpson was bom in 
Leeds in 19*03. At Leeds Uni- 
versity she took a first class de- 
gree in Modem Languages and 
then spent several years m Aus- 
tria and Switzerland before be- 
ginning her life's work. In 1949 
fee French government award- 
ed her the Ordre des Palmes 
Acad£miques. She was ap- 
pointed OBE in 1956, the uni- 
versities of London and Leeds 
awarded her honorary degrees 
in fee 1980s, and in 1991 she was 
elected an honorary member of 
the Royal College of Phyadans. 

She retired in 1978 but kept 
in touch with her “family" un- 
til three days before she died, 
when she attended fee physicist 
SirNevdl Mott's memorial ser- 
vice. When an informal book on 
her life appeared in 1992, it was ' 
launched by two members of the 
Order of Merit, Max Peru tz and 
Sir Ernst Gombrich, which gives 
some idea of how she was re- 
garded, and by whom. 

Meeting her for the first 
time one could be forgiven for 
not realising her stature and 
achievements, so modest was 



Tough and determined: Simpson 
drawn by Hanna SchHf; 1933 

she. She was calm, lively and 
forthcoming to fee end. 

Jean Medawar 
and David Pyke 

Chamber music played an es- 
sential part throughout Tess 
Simpson's life, entwined with 
her work and her friendships, 
writes John Horder. It was a de- 
risive influence at certain points 
in her career, as when, in 1928, Jf 
she was finally persuaded to 
move to Vienna to work for fee 
Fellowship of Reconciliation 
by a Viennese student with 
whom she played in London. 

She had started violin lessons 
aged nine (at a shilling a lesson), 
and became an amateur of pro- 
fessional standard, with whom 
professionals were happy to 
play; during and iust after the 
war she was a pupil of Max Ros- 
tal, the only amateur to be so. 
She continued to play both vi- 
olin and viola until deafness in- 
tervened in her seventies. 
“Music enriched my life by 
providing me with wonderful 
friends - meeting a musician 
was so often like a pebble cast 
in a pool whose ripples go on to 
eternity." 

Esther Simpson, refugee co- 
ordinator bean Leeds 31 July 
1903; OBE 1956; died London 
19 November 1996. 


William Rushton 


Anthony Hayward’s warm obit- 
uary of WLLuam Rushton [13 
December] says Lhat he was a 
“lifelong Labour Party sup- 
porter”. I find this slightly odd, 
writes Michael Meadowcroff. 
since I recall meeting William 
Rushton in the very early 1960s 
when he was the in-house car- 
toonist on Liberal News , pro- 


ducing a splendid strip cartoon 
each week, plus other one-off 
efforts. 

Chris Booker was also with 
Liberal News at fee same time 
and the two of them would de- 
light in rushing the first issues 
of Private Eye back to Liberal 
Party HQ. Their increasing ab- 
sences to produce Private Eye 


were, I believe, one reason why 
the party parted company with 
Willie and Chris. 

Willie Rushton’s final cartoon 
strip contained a character in 
each frame waving semaphore 
flags, the message of which 
was a farewell message of two 
words connected with sex and 
transport. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

fTONSKA: Mina, pianist, born 1912, 
died 21 December at home, 
l-uneral «ci«fcc at 2pm. Friday 27 
December, m Boujslium Malherbe 
Church, near Lenniun. Maidstone, 
Kent. Nu fluwen phase, hut dona- 
lu'ns in the Musicians’ Bencinleui 
Fund. 

IN MEMOR1AM 

PARI K IAN: In I 'nine memorv of 
Main tie Ptinkun. who died un Christ, 
mas Ere. 1««T. 

Announcements for Gazette 
BIRTHS. MARRLVGES & DEATHS 
I Births. Adoptions. Marriages, 
Deaths, Memorial services. Wedding 
anidvenarirt. In Mnooriam I should 
he sent In wiling lo the Gazette Ed- 
itor, The Independent. 1 Canada 
Square. Canary \VharC London E14 
MIL. telephoned to 0171-293 2011 
1 24-hour answering machine 0171- 
2*3 20121 nr Ea»d to0171-293 2010, 
and are charged at £6-50 a line l VAT 
ntrai. OTHER Gazette announce- 
tarn is (notices, functions. Forth- 
coming marriages. Marriages I most 

be wborittrd tat writing lor fiued) and 
are charged at £10 a line. VAT extra. 
They shoo Id be accompanied by a 
daytime telephone number. 


Changing of the Guard 
CHRISTMAS EVE: Tk Household Ot' 
.dry Mourned Regiment mounts the 
Queen's Die Guard at Hone Guards, 
Ham: Nijrargcn Company GrvmiJhir 
OtLinh ithunts itk - Queen "t Guard, at 
BacUnghm Macr. 1 I JUun. band pro. 
tided h the ruviudwr Guardi. CHRIST- 
MAS DAY: The Household CjijItv 
Mounted Regiment mount-, ibo Queen's 
lifc Guard at Hww Guards, 1 | linL 


Birthdays 

CHRISTMAS EVE: Mr Alistair Bail- 
lie, former diploma U 64: Mis Muir 
Barnes, former managing director. 
Wootwonhs, 52; Mr John Barron, ac- 
tor. 7o; Professor Anthony Clare, psy- 
chiatrist. 54; Sir Colin Cowdrey', 
consalunt. Barclays Bank, and for- 
mer cricketer. c>4: Sir Gerald Elliot, 
farmer chairman, Christian Salvesen. 
73; Mr Jeremy Hindi ey. horse-racing 
trainer, 53; Mr James Hodge, .Am- 
bassador to Thailand, 54; Dame 
Joan Kellehcr, former director, 
WRAG 81; Sir Ivan Lawrence QC 
MP, 60; Dr John Marek MP. 5b; Miss 
Suzy Menkes fashion editor. Inter- 
national Herald Tribune. 53; Miss 
Thca Porter, fashion designer. 69: Mr 
Norman Rossington. actor. OS: Mr 
John D. Taylor MP. 59; Miss Carol 
Vordermon. broadcaster and writer. 
36; Mr Philip Ziegler, author and ed- 
itor, 67. 

CHRISTMAS DAT; Princess Alexan- 
dra, 60; Princess Alice. Duchess of 
Gloucester. 95; Lord Annan, author, 
80: Miss Sheila Browne, former 
Principal, Newnham College, Cam- 
bridge. 72: Professor Sir Kenneth 
Caiman, chief medical officer. De- 
partment of Health. 55; Mr Niefc 
Conway, actor, 34: Mr Ouentin 
Crisp, writer and performer. SS; 
Professor Christopher Fnniing. Pro- 
tector, Royal College oi An. 5U; 
Lord Grade, chairman, the Grade 
Company. 90; The Right Rev Noel 
Jones. Bishop of Sodffl and Man. h4; 
Miss Annie Lennox, singer. 42: Pro- 
fessor Philip Love, Vice-Chancellor, 
Liverpool University, 57; Mr Tony 
Martin, singer and actor. S3; Sir 
Peter Matthews, former Chief Con- 
stable of Surrey, 79; Mr Ismail Mer- 
chant. film producer. Wfc Professor 
Phyllida Parslue, Warden of Wills 
HaD. Bristol Univcrriiy. Nr. Mr Noel 
Redding, rode musician. 51; Mr John 
Shannan, High Commissioner to 
the Seychelles, 59: Lord Sheppard of 
Didgemcrc. former chairman. Grand 


Metropolitan, 64; Miss Sissy Spacek. 
actress. 47: Mr Nigel Starmcr- Smith, 
sports commentator, 52; Sir Noel 
Stockdale. life president, ASDA 
group. 76; The Right Rev Benjamin 
Vaughan, former Bishop of Swansea 
and Brecon. 79; Sir Christopher 
Wales, chief executive of Wales 
Building Group, 57. 

Anniversaries 

CHRISTMAS EVE: Births: St 
Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the 
Jesuits. 1491; William Warburlon, 
bishop and scholar. 169S; James 
Prescott Joule, physicist, ISIS; 
Matthew Arnold, poet and critic, 
1822; Louis Jouvet, actor and direc- 
tor. 1S87; Howard Robard Hughes, 
millionaire and red use. 1905; Ava 
Lavinia Gardner (Lucy Johnson), ac- 
tress, 1922. Deaths: Sir Thomas 
Beaufort, Duke of Exeter, admiral 
and commander. 1426; Vasco da 
Gama, explorer and navigator, 1524; 
william Makepeace Thackeray, nov- 
elist 1S63: Frank Richards (Charles 
Harold St John Hamilton), author 

and creator of “BiDy Burner". 1961: 

Peter Lawfard, actor, 19S4; John 
James Osborne, playwright and ac- 
tor, 19*U. On tins d^y; an attempt was 
mode lo assassinate Napoleon L 
1S00: WQUam Burke, body-snatcher, 
went on trial, 182S; part of the Capi- 
toL Washington, and almost the 
whole Library of Congress was de- 
stroyed hy fire. 1851: Giuseppe Ver- 
dt'sopnx-fiir was performed for the 
first time, Cairo I SCI; the Coliseum 
Theatre. London, opened, contain- 
ing Britain's Grsi revolving stage, 
1904; General Eisenhower was ap- 
pointed commander-in-chief of the 
Allied invasion forces. 1943: the 
.-ipoBo S spacecraft orbited the moon 
and seat hack a Christmas message, 
I96S. Today is Christmas Eve and ihe 
Feast Day o£St Adela. St DcIphinnS. 
St Grcgoiv of Spoleto. St Irmina, St 
Sharbe] Makhlouf and Sains Thar- 
siHa and Emfli.yia. 


CHRISTMAS DAK Births: Sir Isaac 
Newton, mathematician, physicist 
and astronomer, 1642; William 
Co Urns, poet, 1721; Dorothy Words- 
worth, writer, 1771; Clara (Clarissa) 
Harlowe Barton, founder of the 
American Red Cross, 1821; Charles 
Phthii, film pioneer, 1863; Mo- 
hammed AliJinnah. statesman, 1876; 
Maurice Utrillo, painter, 1883; Con- 
rad Nicholson Hilton, hotel propri- 
etor, 1887; Dome Rebecca West 
(Cecily Isabel Fairfield), author, 
1892; Humphrey De Forest Bogart, 
actor, 1S99; Cabell (Cab) Calloway, 
jazz singer and band-leader, 1907; 
Anwar Sadat, statesman. 1918. 
Deaths: Pope Adrian I, 795; Sir 
Matthew Hale. Chief Justice and law 
reformer. 1676; W.C Fields (W illiam 
Claude Dukenfield), comedian, 1946; 
Sir Charles Spencer Chaplin, come- 
dian and film producer, 1977; Joan 
Mirf, artist, 1983; Nicolae Ceauses- 
cu, former Romanian president, and 
his wife Elena, executed by firing 
squad 19S9; Dean Martin (Dina 
Paul Crocetti). singer and actor, 
1995. On this day: W illiam £, “the 
Conqueror", was crowned in West- 
minster Abbey, 1066; Vasco da Gama 
sighted the African coastline of what 
b now Natal. 1497; the Mayflower ar- 
rived at Plymouth Rock, Massachu- 
setts. 1620; the Great Frost of 
London began, when temperatures 
were 17 degrees below freezing, 
1 730; the first Christinas tree was put 
up at Queen’s Lodge, Windsor, by 
Queen Charlotte, ISM; the Stone of 
Scone was stolen from Westminster 
Abbey. 1951: Vaclav Havel, play- 
wright, was elected president of 
Czechoslovakia, 19S9; in the Soviet 
Union. President Gorbachev an- 
nounced that he had resigned all of- 
fices, and that the union was officially 
disbanded - it would be replaced bv 
a Commonwealth of Independent 
Stoles, 1991. Tomorrow is Christinas 
Day and the Feast Day of St AJbur- 
ga, St Anastasia of Sinnium, St Eu- 
genia and The Martyrs oi Nkomedia. 


Sex and the unique incarnation 


There is an old joke about a fe minis t 
Christmas card. It pictures a rather urili- 
tant Mary addressing a bemused angeL, 
with the caption “Thu Him *No\ Not un- 
less He’s wearing a condom." 

Theologians do not usually think of fee 
doctrine of fee virgin birth as being an act 
that involves a sexual commitment on any- 
one's part In two of fee Gospels, all Maty 
has to do is give her consent: fee Afi^gni- 
ficat - a resounding “yes” to God. And the 
finer details of how Jesus came to be flesh 
are lost to the more interesting stories 
about fee nasty Herod, enthusiastic shep- 
herds, wise men and even more ange ls. In 
classic Christian iconography, Mary is por- 
trayed as conceiving Jesus through her ear 
- she heard the word, and so Christ was 
formed. Aural sex has never been more 
productive. 

Traditional Christian doctrine affirms, 
through the Chalcedonian Definition 
(45i AD), that Jesus is both “truly God 
and truly man ... two natures, without con- 
fusion, change or division, preserved and 
combined in one person". This definition, 
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an attempt to express the mature mind of 
the Church, make sense of the mysteiy of 
revelation and salvation - define, but not 
confine God. 

Yet there are real problems with imag- 
ining what it is like to be incarnate 
through a non -sexual act Alas, there is lit- 
tle biological evidence to go on: no bones 
or tissues to analyse. Depending on your 
point of view, it is either resurrected to 
heaven, or buried in a kmg-foigotten grave. 
The genetic identity of Jesus's father can- 
not be known. There mightonce have been 
some hope. Several medieval cathedrals 
in Europe competed with each other over 


Meanings of 
Christinas 

The Rev Dr Martyn Percy, 
Chaplain of Christ’s College, 
Cambridge, starts our series of 
devotional pieces for Christmas 
with a reflection on the 
complications of the incarnation. 

the claim as to who had fee genuine fore- 
skin of Jesus, following his circumcision 
(Luke 2£1). There was even devotion to 
this holy relic, and some mystics had 
experiences of and saw visions of its 
power. But nothing has survived to this 
century. 

Theologically, this presents something 


fully human and fully divine. How can 
you be a human person without having a 
human father? Surety flesh of our flesh, 
bone of our bone, is also DNA of our 
DNA? If Jesus does not have these hu- 
man qualities, then how is salvation to be 
thought of? Gregory of Nazianzus (360 
AD) said that “what was not assumed was 
not redeemed”, arguing that If Jesus 
wasn’t realty human, we were not realty 
saved. 

Some modem theologians have at- 
tempted to side-step fee issue. Even the 
most radical can usually assent to a state- 
mem like “God was in Christ". The prob- 


lem is this: how much of him? Are we talk- 
ing about a person uniquely imbued with 
divinity, infused with God as it were , a bit 
like a spice in a meal? Or another persoD 
who was a pre-existent being in the per- 
fect communion of fee Trimly, but who 
once learned carpentry skills ? 

No theological m usings help fee bio- 
logical and genetic questions posed But 
then, why should they? The early church 
didn't know anything about genes. It 
sought through its creeds, councils and 
controversies to safeguard unity, promote 
peace and snuff out heresy; and then to 
tty and capture fee mystery of the salva- 
tion wrought through fee incarnation, in 
forms of words that did justice to a God 
feat was sufficiently committed to hu- 
manity lo become one of us. To live as a 
human, love like one, die as one, and yet 
not let that be fee end of the story. 

Heresy often seems to make more sense 
than orthodoxy - it is usually a reductive, 
comprehensible account of a mystery. Or- 
thodoxy knows it cannot afford" too much 
rationalism when it comes to the same, 
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But the struggle to think is always worth 
it, for without that, there can be no real 
living of the mystery. To follow Christ is 
to be caught up in ambiguity, to lose your 
certainty, to watch the light, but often in 
the dark. 

So, there is no theological solution to 
the biological questions. We can’t really 
know what went on between God, Mary, 
Joseph, and the sheets. All there can be 
is poetry, faith, hope and love. And the 
inadequate theological formulas lhat try 
to configure the amazing reality of the 
Christmas story — that he is, somehow, 
“Emmanuel". God, with us. 
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T ^y ho! Hear those hunt sabs 
muttering; see those red coats 
fluttering. See the steam of 
hounds rising. Hark to the bark of Olde 
England saddled up. Yes, trussed up in 
hats and hair-nets, the fox-hunters are 
preparing for their annual traditional 
Boring Day meet The Christinas rit- 
ual of chasing small wild animals across 
the countryside and screaming as dogs 
tear them to death is about to begin. 

But this could be the last year for this 
risk-taking, fence-t aking life- taking 

sport The aristocrats should be quak- 
ing in their riding boots: the round- 
heads are coming. The urban moralists 
of the New Model Labour Party have 
their hearts set on stopping the cava- 
liers in full charge. 

Keen to clamp down on anti-social 
practices of all sorts. Labour plan to 
reduce the drink-driving limit, and 
warn us of the dangers of not sending 
our children to bed on time. And yes- 
terday the party confirmed that it will 
hold a free vote on hu n tin g if it is 
elected next year. Given the views of 
most Labour MPs, that probably means 
that a strong Labour victory would be 
followed in quick order by a ban on 
hunting. If there is an undercurrent of 
melancholy as the hip flasks are emp- 
tied, and the horns are prepared, it 
won’t be surprising. 

It is easy to understand where 
Labour are coming from. There is 
something revolting about the idea of 


killing for pleasure. No matter how 
much the hunting lobby bray about the 
thrill of the chase and the skill of the 
riders, one simple fact remains: the end 
purpose of this sport is death. Killing 
for food, killing for protection, ki l ling 
to manage the countryside; aH these 5re 
essential and we shouldn’t be squeam- 
ish about them. But the idea that 
people could be so proud of enjoying 
the kill is rather repellent. 

Tradition is no defence. The fact that, 
families have been p Laying such games 
for centuries doesn’t jusify their heirs 
continuing to hunt today. R>r centuries 
people have been doing all' sorts of 
appalling things — including badger 
baiting, cockfighting and working 
ponies until they dropped - that we 
have now made illegal. Compassion 
about animals isn’t a fad for flaky 
urbanites, nor is it simply squeamish- 
ness; it is a measure of a society becom- 
ing gentler and more civilised. This 
newspaper wouldn’t hunt. 

But would we therefore ban it? We 
would not: the prospect of the state 
intervening to ban an activity where the 
harm to others is not overwhelming, 
troubles us deeply. 

For a. start, the cruelty case against 
fox-bunting is not clear cut. Foxes are 
not as fluffy as they look. Basil Brush 
and Roald Dahl - author of the child- 
ren’s classic, Fantastic Mr Fax - may 
have helped the little vermin weave 
their way into our affections, but they 
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are predators which have been con- 
trolled for centuries by farmers and 
landowners, rich and poor. The anti- 
hunting lobby needs to make a more 
convincing case that other methods of 
slaughtering foxes are genuinely less 
cruel than hunting, before the argu- 
ments for a ban become overwhelming. 

Wc should reflect, too. on our own 
hypocrisy about animal welfare. Fox- 
hunting, most of us bate. But what 
about fishing? Anglers across the 
country dearly get great pleasure from 
their spent, although the purpose again 
is to maim or kill, sometimes without 
actually catching anything to eat. Sim- 


ilar arguments about needless cruelty 
should apply to fish as to foxes. But, 
funnily enough, few saboteurs are ever 
seen charging along the canal hanks, 
screaming slogans at raincoated 
anglers. Is it a class t hing ? 

We are on equally tenuous ground 
with the food we eat. Many of us hap- 
pily condemn blood sports while con- 
doning the needless cruelty against ani- 
mals that goes on for the sake of our 
dinners. Chickens don't have to be kept 
in such vile conditions to deliver us eggs 
and white meat; But so many con- 
sumers still prefer to turn a blind eye 
to the pain that is caused, for the 


sake of a cheaper shopping trolley. 

The truth is that we single out fox- 
hunting amo ng all these animal welfare 
issues because wc loathe the lifestyle 
and the traditions that go with it. 
Hunting remains the preserve of a tiny, 
predominantly wealthy, minority'. M a 
time when the royals and their aristo- 
cratic entourage arc more out of touch 
with the real world than ever, the 
majority erf 1 the population are impat- 
ient with their rituals, their power and 
their privileges. Prince Philip’s dudes* 
remarks about shooting and cricket 
bats only rammed home how detached 
they are. And stories of Prince Wil- 
liam’s enjoyment of stag hunting dis- 
appointed many, for they forced the 
country to recall that he wasn't simply 
another cheery, baseball-batted young- 
ster, he was one of them. 

But none of this is really the point. 
Britain is full of people who do things 
others strongly disapprove of: porno- 
grapbers and gas-guzzlers, boxing 
enthusiasts and stone-dadders, con- 
ceptual artists and sado- masochists, 
motocross manics and urban skate- 
boarders. But before we leap in to call 
for a ban, we need to be absolutely sure 
that the offence is so great that the 
power of the state is needed, and that 
the curb on individual freedom is war- 
ranted. After a lot of thought, we 
decided that this case bad been made 
for a handgun ban. after Dunblane. But 
the libertarian argument which lost that 




one b not insignificant. Wc should be 
very careful, vety edgy, about talcing 
away the pleasures of minorities to 
salve the conscience of the majority. 

New Labour should concentrate on 
the harder, more important things: 
political reform, more efficient public 
services, fairer taxation. If its MPs 
want to take on the aristocracy, then let 
it be through the abolition of the 
House of Lords. The roundheads took 
too many liberties away - and what 
happened to them in the end? 


Let the tills ring 
out glad tidings 

rphe decision by some supermarkets to 
i. open continuously' till close of play 
today will be widely booed It ought to 
be welcomed. It is a further experiment 
in the liberalisation of retailing hours in 
a country which has some way to gp in 
matching consumer preference and sup- 
plier convenience. Most of us wSl forego 
the chance to buy baked beans - or the 
turkey - at 2am. But if there are enough 
late-working or insomniac shoppers to 
make it worthwhile for Tesco to stay 
open, no one should stop them. Provided 
(he staff arc paid fairly’ and the stores’ 
neighbours arc not disturbed let those 
with a passion for midnight encounters 
at the frozen food cabinet enjoy them. 


■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 


Lack of vision 
beneath the 
‘dustbin lid’ . 

Sin Richard Rogers was 
unconvincing in his defence of what 
you call his Greenwich dustbin lid 
(“Welcome to the pressure dome”, 
23 December), and did not sound 
convinced hims elf. He seems not 
really interested in the millennium 
event. His own agenda is his pet 
project for the Thames. 

It is not that Lord Rogers's 
vision is wrong-headed. His idea 
for a “string of pearls”, with the 
superb moaomepts of Parliamen t, 
St Paul’s and the Tbwer strung 
along it, is beautiful. Weshould be . 
trying to re-create the beauty 
Canaletto once painted, turning 
London’s river once more into a 
rival of Venice or Dresden. 

But his failure is no more. than 
the fail Lire which has characterised 
this fiasco since its inception. What 
is this Greenwich mill e nnium 
monument going to be about? 

What ideal that we carry on into 
the next millennium will it seek to 
express? He has failed because we 
have not told him what we wanted. 

Peter Pophajn condemns the 
autocratic hubris of many 20th- 
centuiy architects, who thought 
that they oould supply the spiritual 
vision and meaning lacking in their 
society. Such attempts never work: 
architects can only express for us a 
commonly held vision - consider - 
the great medieval cathedrals, and 
the buildings of aristocratic 18th- 
century England. 

We have got to work ont those 
ideals for ourselves. We haven't yet 
even started to do so, and we have 
no idea what the millennhun 
should be about. You have rightly 
called for such a debate to start. 
Throughout society our concern 
over our loss of direction and 
purpose is obvious and growing. 

Perhaps Lord Rogers is right in 
saying that we can only plan a 
temporary exhibition for the year 
2000. and the real building will be 
that which comes later. But that 
lasting monument, a complement to 
St Paul's, Barry’s House of ' 
Commons and Wren’s Greenwich, is 
something we should all be thinking 
about and planning Your most 
serious indictment of the Greenwich 
fiasco so far has been a lack of such 
public consultation. It is time for us 
all to think, and to speak ouu 
MICHAEL QUINN 
Reading, Berkshire 

Sin As the litany of the Millennium 
Commission’s exhibition continues 
with its faltering progress (“Labour 
deals blow to mfllennium festival , 
23 December) , you reasonably ask 
for ideas (leading article, 13 
December; letters, 18 December). 

What better demonstration of 
tim e past, with Greenwich looking 
to the future, than to use the great 


[ie jewel in the crown? 
he historic buildings are built 
have three years to make a 
ig exhibition in each. The costs 
ild be nominal compared with 
ic mooted for the present ideas, 
river would be brought to life; 
to the spread of events the 
idem transport system might 
handle the millions of visitors 
seen, which with the present 
:me it has little chance of doing; 
we would leave behind some . 
iderful exhibitions which could 
tinue. The interest of many 
:r sponsors could be engaged, 
jiming to Greenwich, this 
Jd become one part of a 20- 
; exhibition, and thus could 
mdc very much smaller. It 
old be about how we see a 


sustainable future; it should 


demonstrate how we can 
harmonise the disparate aspects of 
our lives for our survival in the new 
century -resources, peoples, 
religions, science, medieme, 
architecture and art - and cannot 
rest on the spurious notion that we 
can buy ourselves out of our 
responsibility for long-term 
thinking with a trade fair. The 
greatest minds in this country and 
beyond should be invited to ponder 
this future and advise on a serious 
approach to these Issues. 
RICHARD BURTON 
Ahrends Burton and Koralek, 
Architects 

LondonNWl ' ' ■ 

Sir: I believe thaf the tOfatecT ' J'" 1 ' 
jmUennium festival should be . 
scrapped and replaced with a non 1 
commercial, non-political, ever- • 
green investment in this country . 
The “monument” I propose would 
be accessible to everyone, e nh a n ce 
the landscape and gwe this 
generation the opportunity to have 
a stake in our society. 

1 suggest that wasteland is 
re claim ed in each of the main 
regions of Great Britain - South- 
east, South-west, Midlands, North- 
east, North-west, Scotland. Wales 
and Northern Ireland - for the 
purpose of building a series of . 
people’s parks. The design of the 
parks would be co-ordinated 
professionally but based on ideas 
from the schoolchildren of that 
region. 

The parks would provide not 
only a green and growing 
monument to the past, bin also a 
signpost to the future. ' 

KATE RUTHERFORD 
London N1 


Respectable folk 
failed rape victim 

Sin It is evident that no good 
S amari tans drove by on the night of 
the rape in Watts Lane, Chisleburst 
(“Why good Samaritans drove by”, 
23 December). 

Read once more the parable. 
There were two other characters in 
the plot, moreover two respectable 
characters, apriest and a Levile. The 
unpalatable met is that these two 


middle-class respectable Britain 
than does the Samaritan. Samaritans 
were despised by respectable Jews, 


who didn’t consider there was 
anything “good” about them. 

What the unfortuhatevktim 
needed was for a homeless, destitute 
asylum-seeker to pass by, not several 
hundred respectable people. 

Jesus understood the nature of 
the people to whom he spoke and 
after 2,u00 years his biting 
condemnation still hits home. 

Dr JP STEVENS 
London N19 


Anti-Tory tactics 

Sin Eaii Russell must know 
perfectly well that the Liberal 
Democrats are not going “to come 
into power” at the next election 
whatever they promise (letter, 20 
December). 

Since they dearly are serious 
about constitutional reform they 
would do well to encourage tactical 
voting in every constituency where 
the two major opposition. parties 
are simp ly cutting each other’s 

throats. Targeted tactical voting 
could be a major factor in achieving, 
ah overwhelming Tbry defeat and 
thus the removal of the largest 
obstacle to constitutional reform. 

BRUCE KENT 
Co-Chair 

The Tactical Voting Campaign 
London Ni 



Christmas before television - The Tlhistraied London News, 181$ . 
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British action 
weakens TJN 

Sin There has been little media 

coverage of the British 

Government's recent 

arm coin cement to withdraw, 
following the example of the 
United States, from the United 
Nations Industrial Development 
Organisation (Unido). 

It is quite unjustified. L T nido has 
over recent years radically 
reformed itself on lines which 
Britain and other Western 
countries hare urged. Its work in 
the field of developing country 
indu&rial sustainability is unique in 
the UN system. 

Unido may or may not be 
abolished as part of a more 
sweeping UN reform process. But 
in the meanwhile any unilateral 
decisions on withdrawal from 
individual agencies encourage the 
unravelling of an already weakened 
UN system. 

UN reform needs to be taken 


seriously, and should be a forego 
policy priority for the next 
government 
JOHN GORDON 

Liberal Democrat Prospective 
Parliamentary Candidate for 
Daventry . 

London. N6 

The write}- is a former member of the 
diplomatic sendee 

Sir In her article on the 
“weightless economy” (19 
December), Diane Coyle referred 
to the estimate by the Bank for 
International Settlements that 
more than SLOOObn worth of 
currencies were traded daily in 
1995. To the extent that this trade is 
largely speculative dealings it is, 
like au gambling, a suitable target 
for taxation. 

As Diane Coyle points out, these 
transactions cannot be ascribed to 
any particular country but take 
place in cyberspace. Any taxation 
would then have to be levied 
internationally and be universally 
accepted. The obvious body for this 


is the United Nations- which could 
be authorised by an agreement of 
all the member states to impose a' 
levy on all short-term currency 
transactions of a speculative 
nature. 

Such a measure could provide 
the UN with an independent 
source offends for its peace- 
keeping and other activities as well 
as providing a greater degree of 
stability for national currencies. 
GEOFFREY GREENHALGH 
Crawley Down, Sussex 


Assessment-mad 

Sin You report (“Where the money 
goes", 19 December) that research 
is being done at Brunei on the 
university research assessment 
exercise. 1 suppose that the next 
research assessment wOl assess this 
research on research assessment. Is 
this what universities are for? 

IAN ANDERSON 
Department of Mathematics 
University of Glasgow 
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True to spirit of 
Reading Room 

Sin I should like to set the record 
straight concerning the future use 
of the Round Reacting Room. 

Marianne Macdonald (“Hie 
final chapter for library classic”, 30 
November) suggests that the room 
will “lose many original iron book 
stacks” and “be cut in half by a glass 
screen". As part of our scheme to 
open up Robert Smirfce s 
magnificent inner courtyard, the 
book stacks surrounding the 
exterior of the Reading Room will 
be removed. These unseen stacks 
mostly date from the Thirties and 
Fifties; greai care will be taken in 
removing the one original iron 
stack (which was altered in the 
Thirties) and preservation options 

examine d. 

Any adaptation of the Reading 
Room will be unobtrusive and 
sensitive to the architecture and 
furniture. We should certainly not 
support Malcolm Campbell's 
solution of taking the furniture out 
of the very room for which it was 
designed (letter. 19 December). 
Indeed, those who visit the 
Reading Room in the year 2000 will 
see the interior restored to its 
original decorative scheme of 1 857, 
the walls lined with books from the 
Museum’s own libraries. 

Our plans have at no time 
included turning one of the finest 
examples of library architecture 
into “a shopping mall” or. as Tony 
Garrett remarks (letter, 4 
December), “a computer cafe". As 
any current reader knows, the 
Reading Room already houses 
computer terminals and many 
readers use their own lap-tops. 

After the departure of the 
British Library, the Reading Room 
will continue to be a place for 
serious study. For from being party 
to the signing of the Reading 
Room's “death warrant”, we 
believe that we have developed a 
valuable and sympathetic scheme 
for its future use. 

RGW ANDERSON 
Director 

The British Museum 
London WC1 

Conflicting rules 
for blood donors 

Sir Every year we have appeals 
from the National Blood 
Thmsfiision Service for donors io 
give at Christmas, as supplies drop 
to wry low levels. Yesterday, my 
wife and 1 attended a donor session 
for the South Thames Centre. 

I normally give blood in London 
at the West End Donor Centre, run 
by the North Thames Centre, and 
had given blood there in 
September. They do not regard our 
April holiday in the Dominican 
Republic as a barrier to my 
donating. Recently, when 1 was 

called forward for the usual 

questions, 1 was asked if I bad been 
abroad since I last gave blood. 
Answer No. I then proceeded to 
give blood. 

However, when my wife was 
called she referred to the April 
holiday, since it is over a year since 
she gave blood, and was told that 
she could not donate until a year 
had elapsed from the date of this 
holiday. 

This morning I have checked 
with both blood centres. The nonh 
centre will and the south centre will 
not take blood. Indeed the south 
centre tells me that all centres will 
be following the rules they use and 
1 too will be precluded from giving 
blood should we venture again to 
the more exotic shares forour 
holidays next year. 

As long-haul destinations 


become more and more popular, it 
appears that the current small 
donor base of the NBTS will 
become even smaller, at least by 
two donors, precipitating even 
greater shortages at Christmas. 
GRAHAM JARRETT 
Bromley, Kent 


Sex ‘norm’ is just 
Western bias 

Sir Folly Toynbee s diatribe against 
Anne Atkins (9 December) reveals 
far more about her own rather 
narrow, monocuhural world-view 
than it does about Anne Atkins. 

“In the real world,” MsTbynbee 
pontificates, “sex before marriage 
is the norm; and the idea of being 
locked in indissoluble marriage 
with someone you never bad sex 
with is grotesque.” Oh really? Says 
who? As one who has spent the 
majority of my working life in the 
countries of South Asia, perhaps I 
may gently remind Ms Tbynbec 
that, for countless millions in the 
world today, such a practice is still 
the cultural and religious norm. 

I and my Egyptian relatives, my 
Nepali, Indian and Afghan friends, 
not to mention many British 
friends (of Asian ethnic origin 
and/or Christian convictions), find 
it patronising in the extreme to be 
told, by implication, that we do not 
inhabit "the real world” or that our 
cultural and religious norms are 
“grotesque”, simply because they 
fori to conform to Ms Tbyn bee’s 
superior and ethnocentric cultural 
perspectives. 

GKWARDELL 
Kathmandu, Nepal 


Be fair to the 
Freemasons 


Sir. May 1 correct some statements 
in the article "Masons linked to 
bullion heist” (10 December)? 

Kenneth Noye, who was involved 
in the Brinks-Mat bullion robbery, 
was expelled from Freemasonry in 
1989. No one else involved in inis 
robbery was a Freemason. The 
Grand Lodgc of Scotland has 
repeatedly denied that Thomas 
Hamilton was a Freemason. 

There are no Lodges in the 
House of Commons. There are two 
Lodges primarily, but not 
exclusively, for MPs or people who 
work in and for Parliament, but 
they meet at Freemasons' Hall. 

One of them. New Welcome, was 
founded in 1 929 partly because it 
was felt that the Labour MPs of the 
day might appreciate the chance of 
becoming Freemasons in a London 


Lodge. 

It is ironic that some of their 


ieyi 

deselected if they are Freemasons, 
because their constituents 
misunderstand Freemasonry and 
do not care to be told anything 
good about it. 

MBS HIGHAM 


Grand Secretary 

United Grand Lodge of England 

London WC2 


Marilyn’s size 

Sir: 1 am sorry to disappoint Dr 
David Ashton but Marilyn Monroe 
was not “voluptuous” (Letters, 20 
December). He appears to have 
accepted the myth, as did The 
Independent in its feature oa 16 
December that Monroe was a size 
16.foonroe had the gloriously thin 
figure of 35-22-35. Can the 
"circumferentially challenged" now 
stop hiding behind this pyth? 
STEPHEN DORRU. 

Holmfinh, 

West Yorkshire 
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Twelve years 
after Band Aid, 
millio ns are 
still condemned 
to poverty by 
the burden of 
Third World 
debt It’s time 
for a gesture of 
goodwill from 
the West says 
Paul Vallely 


Y ou may as well stop 
reading this now. 
This is not a subject 
which most of us 
find comfortable in 
this season of indulgence and 
over-consumption. After all, 
you can take this goodwQl-to- 
all-roeo business too far. 

“Do they know it's Christ- 
mas?'’ sang Geldof and Co a 
dozen years ago; and one of the 
most shocking things about the 
Ethiopian f amin e of 1984 was 
that its appearance on our 
screens at trie height of Band 
Aid coincided with the cornu- 
copia of our Yuletide fesL It was 
the juxtaposition which made 
that particular disaster -though 
it was in reality only one among 
many -sear itself on to the con- 
science of the Western world. 

It always seemed to me that 
the contrast between those 
stark scenes of crisis in Africa 
and our normality were made 
more unbearable by the fact 
that most people watched the 
TV footage from living rooms 
which were warm and well 
stocked with seasonal fare, 
and trimmed with the glitter 
and tinsel of our celebration. 

Bar me, it was different. I was 
sent out to cover it. And oddly 
enough* though there were 
scenes of awfulness which it may 
be impossible ever to forget, it 
was a mitigated experience. For 
those of us who were there came 
upon the terrible scenes gradu- 
ally. after a two-day journey in 
an RAF Hercules and then a 
two-day drive north across the 
dusty Abyssinian plateau. 

There was a process of accli- 
matisation. And if it was a jour- 
ney of horror It was not one of 
despair, for most of the travel- 
ling was done in the company 





Food for 
thought: Bob 
Geldof in 
Ethiopia, it 
was the 
juxtaposition 
of the 1984 
famine with 
our festive 
cornucopia 
that seared 
itself on to 
the West’s 
conscience 


Famine, with all the trimmings 


of aid workers who brought 
with them hope - albeit a bare, 
minim al one - to the destitute 
folk we came across in the 
dusty plain of Korem. 

No, it was not the emer- 
gency which struck me most 
forcibly, there in Ethiopia and 
in the dozen or so other African 
countries on which I reported 
in the next five years. What was 
most shocking was not the dire 
circumstances of those devas- 
tated by drought and famine. 
Rather, it was the baseline on 
which most Africans lived their 
ordinary life, when things were 
going well. 

It was an existence of sudj 
material paucity that even the 
smallest difficulty could push 
these people into a crisis of life 
and death. They routinely lived 
on liny handfuls of cereal with 
only a few scrubby vegetables to 
give the minimal staple any rel- 
ish. The children showed signs 
of vitamin deficiencies of all 
kinds. Their frail, stunted little 
frames made me ashamed of all 
those slimming regimes oh 
which I had periodically put 
myself: Theirs was a life with no 


margins to absorb sudden set- 
backs. To live there was to live 
clin g in g constantly to the edge 
of existence. 


S o what has this to do 
with Christmas? 
Only this: that a sea- 
son of goodwill 
ought to extend 
beyond those we meet to those 
who live outside our immedi- 
ate horizons. 

And yet the reality is the 
opposite. Bor this is not so 
much a time of goodwill as an 
era of bad faith, in which, 
whether we are aware of it or 
not, we take away from the 
poor with one hand far more 
than we give them with such 
ostentation, in our diminishing 
aid budgets, year by year. 

The truth is that our sophis- 
ticated times have developed 
ever more sophisticated mech- 
anisms for. ensuring that the 
fifth of the world’s population 
who go to bed hungry - almost 
1,000 minkra people -are main- 
tained in that poverty because 
it is in our interests to keep the 
world ordered in that way. Wfe 
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are not neutral in this situation; 
we are part of the problem. 

Two recent reports have 
highlighted the paradox. They 
sound arcane. One, by Oxfam, 
named Trade Liberalisation: 
the Com Sector in the Philip- 
pines, looks at issues of inter- 
national trade. The other. The 
Highly Indebted Poor Coun- 
tries initiative , by Jubilee 2000, 
considers the issue of Third 
World debt which, though it 
never now makes the, head- 
lines, lingers as acrushmg bur- 
den on the shoulders of the 
world's poor, handicapping 
their efforts at self-sufficiency. 

The reports may sound 
obscure, but they deal in issues 
which are all too literally life and 
death matters for those millioDS 
in the Third Wodd who daily 
dutch at the straws of survival. 

Listen to the rhetoric of the 
politicians, and you gain no 
idea of this. International 
trade, they say, since the recent 
foundation of the World Bade 
Organisation (WTO) to take 
over from the previous General 
Agreement of Tariffs and Trade 
(Gall), has become much more 
of a “level playing field". Now 
the interests of nch and poor 
alike will prosper under a sys- 
tem of increasingly fair trade. 

The argument by the advo- 
cates of the WTO, which met 
earlier this month in Singa- 
pore, goes something like this: 
increased trade will act as a spur 
to increased efficiency across 
the globe; it will bring increased 
investment by the rich in poor 
countries; and in the long run 
everyone will benefit. 

The devastating report by 
Kevin Witkins of Oxfam’s pol- 
icy unit spells out what the 
short- and medium-term con- 


sequences of that will be to 
milli ons of the poorest indi- 
viduals in the world. 

He chose for his study the 
com markets of the Philippines, 
but they are a mirwinosm of 
markets in a whole range of 
commodities in countries across 
the Third World. 

Over the past two decades 
parts of the developing world 
have developed very rapidly. 
The Asian tiger economies 
have been; so successful that 
the average persou m Singa- 
pore and Hong Kong, for 
example, is now richer than the 
average citizen of the UK. But 
for most, the term “develop- 
ing” is just a sick joke. At 
least 19 of the world's poorest 
countries are poorer today 
than they were in 1960. Yet 
Citibank, which operates in 
97 countries worldwide, says 
that the return for inter- 
national investors in develop- 
ing countries have averaged 
what it calls a “spectacular" 30 
per cent (it is only 18 per cent 
as a worldwide average 
because the return on invest- 
ment in the industrialised 
world is much lower - Japan- 
ese banks, for example, are 
struggling to achieve even 2 
per cent at home). So while the 
poor are doing worse, the rich 
axe doing better than ever 
from their dealings with them. 

The notion that trade and 
investment are what will help 
the world's poorest to begin 
pulling themselves up by their 
own bootstraps is what the 
'Oxfam report considers. The 
effect on the ground of the 
agreement readied at the end 
of the Uruguay round of Gatt, 
which the WTO now adminis- 
ters, is that the incomes of 


6 milli on of the Philippines' 
poorest farmers will be cut by 
15 per cent by the year 2000, 
and by as much as 30 per cent 
of their present income by 
2004. The cause of this is that 
under the agreement the 
Philippines is now forced to 
open its maikets to foreign 
imports of com. Yet there is to 
be small change at the rich end: 
the European and US fanners 
with whom the poor will now 
directly compete are still mas- 
sively- subsides ed through the 
Common Agricultural Policy 
and its American equivalents. 

Subsistence farmers in Min- 
danao, with average incomes 
of less than $300 a year, will be 
forced to take on US farmers 
who, according to OECD fig- 
ures, each receive $29,000 a 
year in subsidies alone. West- 
ern policy-makers argue that 
free trade will, in the long 
run, maximise human welfare 
everywhere, albeit with some 
regrettable transitional costs. 
In the long run, perhaps so - 
if trade were truly free. But in 
the short run, wasted and 
stunted children, in areas 
where a quarter of infants 
already suffer from malnutri- 
tion, will undoubtedly die. 
Oxfem suggests a programme 
of measures which could mit- 
igate the worst effects on these 
most vulnerable groups. 

So, too. does Jubilee 2000 in 
its report. There was a time 
when Third World debt was big 
news. In the Seventies the 
whole world community bene- 
fited from the growth of this 
debt, which recycled inter- 
national capital flows generated 
by a series of ofl price crises. 

In the Eighties it became 
clear that this money had been 


distributed so recklessly by 
Western banks that there was a 
real possibility that the interna- 
tional h anking system could col- 
lapse when the over-burdened 
debtors, be ginning with Mexico 
in 1982, defaulted on the mas- 
sive loans. The system was saved 
by a serious of complex deals 
brokered by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), which 
rescheduled the debts. 


T he crisis was over - 
for the banks. The 
world’s poor, on the 
other nand, have 
since continued to 
labour to pay off these renego- 
tiated deals. Last year these 
poor nations paid the IMF S 1 bn 
more than it lent them in new 
loans. The counter-intuitive 
truth is that far more money 
flows from the poor to the rich 
through debt repayments than 
goes the other way in aid. Tb 
date, the Jubilee 2000 report 
shows, Africa has repaid what it 
borrowed one-and-a-half times 
over -axeing its health and edu- 
cation budgets to do so. And yet 
thanks to the miracle of com- 
pound interest it still owes more 
than it ever did. 

The poorest of the poor 
carry the burden of Third 
World debt like a man sinking 
in quicksand with an unneces- 
sary massive pack on his back. 
The double irony is that it is 
investment in human and 
social capital - that means 
health and education - which 
has produced such rapid 
growth in the tiger economies 
(64 per cent of growth comes 
from this, compared with only 
16 per cent from investment in 
machin ery, building and infra- 
structure, according to a recent 


UNDP study of 192 countries). 

Jubilee 2000 sets out to put 
this righL Inspired tty the Old 
Testament notion of Jubilee - 
wbich required the forgive- 
ness of debts and the freeing 
of slaves eveiy 50 years, so that 
no one ever entirely lost their 
stake in contributing to the 
well-being of society - its co- 
alition of aid agencies and 
churches have devised a pro- 
gramme to reduce debt to a 
sustainable level, forgiving it 
entirely for the poorest 
nations, mainly in Africa, and 
reducing it to repayable levels 
or schedules in the middle- 
income debtor nations. 

These are not outbursts of 
Christmas idealism, but prac- 
tical programmes of realistic 
measures. Ail they need to 
work is political will. There are 
signs that this may be achiev- 
able; the British government, 
in particular, has made some 
sensible proposals to the 
industrialised world on the 
debt issue. But there is much 
more needed to be done. 

When the plum pudding has 
settled, the discarded wrapping 
paper has been tidied away and 
the attractions of Boxing Day 
television have palled, why not 
follow up our modem Christ- 
mas with an act of goodwill of 
equal modernity? In the dull 
time between Christmas and 
New Year you might put pen to 
paper to ask these campaigners 
what there is you can do to help 
change these structures of injus- 
tice. And in the meantime, have 
a merry Christmas. 

Kevin Watkins, Oxfam Policy 
Unit, 274 Banbury Road, 
Oxford OX2 7 DZ; Jubilee 2000. 
PO Box 100, London SE1 7RT. 


Christmas Eve - isn’t that a girl’s name? 


T oday - a special 
Christmas story, 
entitled “A Special 
Christmas Story"! 

A reader writes: Oh. cane 
ON! Not another special 
Christmas story! Why do all 
Christmas stories have to ' 
come out at Christmas-time? 
Why not have a few in 
summertime when we really 
need them? Give us a rest! 

Miles Kington writes: On 
the contrary, every time you 
open the paper you don't 
find Christmas stories, you 
read long reports about 
white Englishmen playing 
cricket against other white 
men in the heart of Africa, 
long-drawn-out reports of 
long, drawn matches 
between people we don’t 
know and people we don’t 
care about, in sunshine 
which the rest of us would 
pay a fortune to have! What 
a waste! Eveiy time I switch 
on Long Wave and hear the 
commentators burbling on* I 
think to myself that that 
sunshine is wasted on these 
flannelled fools! 

A reader writes: / know you 
don’t like pedantry but 
shouldn 7 that be “ 'fiarmded " 
with one T, not two? 

Miles Kington writes: No. 


I looked it up in the 
dictionary just now and 
apparently they spell it with 
one T in the USA and with 
two in Britain. 

A reader writes: Weil, what 
do you know? Thank you. / 
didn't know that [find l 
learn something new from this 
column every year and, 
although you have left it very 
late in 1996, 1 have learnt 
something new again this year. 

Miles Kington writes: Not 
at alL I too learn a great deal 
from my readers. 

A reader writes: Oh, yeah? 
Like what? 

Miles Kington writes: 

Well, let me think. I learnt 
that there is a body which 
has been formed solely to 
get Michael Howard out of 
office. It is called the Penal 
League for Howard Reform. 

A reader writes: Ha, ha. 
VerydrolL 

Miles Kington writes: And 
true, too. And I also learnt 
something when I referred 
in print to the American 
poetess Joyce Kilmer. 

A reader writes: What did 
you learn? 

Miles Kington writes: 

That she is a he. Hundreds 
of readers wrote in to point 
out my gender error, and 




Miles 

Kington 

that Joyce Kilmer was a 
World VruT One soldier. 

A reader writes: Wed, 
maybe Joyce is a male name 

in .America and female here 
Miles Kington writes: I 
think not. What about Joyce 
Carey? A man! 

A reader writes: What 
about Joyce Grenfell? 

Miles Kington writes: 
What about Vhl Kilmer? 

A reader writes: WdL what 
about her? Who is she? 

Miles Kington writes: Not 
a she. A he. An American 
actor. Batman and so on. 

A reader writes: A man 


called Phi? What's it short 
for? Valerie? A girl !y name ! 

Miles Kington writes: Not 
in Russia. Do you remember 
the sprinter Valeri Borzov? 
Or the jazz trumpeter VhJeri 
Ponomarev? 

A reader writes: Russian 
jazz trumpeter? Are you 
having me on? 

Miles Kington writes: No, 
certainly not. I never joke 
about jazz. But in Val 
Kflmer’s case, Val must be 
short for Valentine. Think of 
SaL. too. 

A reader writes: Sal? SaOy 
who? 

Miles Kington writes: Not 
Sally. SaL Don’t forget that 
Sal is a boy’s name m 
America. Remember SaJ 
Mineo? Sal Salvador, the 
jazz guitarist? 

A reader writes: OK /give 
up. What’s Sal short for? 

Miles Kington writes: 
Salvatore. 

A reader writes: OK let's 

rephrase the general rule. AU 

Kilmers arc the opposite sex of 
what their name suggests. 

Shall we agree on that? 

Miles Kington writes: 

OK. And here’s another 
general rule. The British 
think that foreign names are 
fanny, except if they are 


British foreign names. 

A reader writes: 1 don 7 
quite get you ... 

Miles Kington writes: 
When foreign footballers 
with names like Cantona and 
Ginola come here, we think 
the names are very exotic. 
But we see nothing odd in 
much more exotic home- 
grown foreign names such 
as, to take rugby examples, 
Dallaglio and De Glanville. 

A reader writes: timm. 
Hadn 7 thought of that. 

Miles Kington writes: The 
otiier day there was a 
discussion chaired by 
Vincent Hanna on Radio 4’s 
Medium IVtne between three 
people who are all English 

but have wonderfully 
flavoursome foreign names: 
David Aaronovitch, 

MarceUe D’Argie-Sinith and 
Simon Sebag-Montefiore. 

A reader writes: Hmm. 
impressive. Vincent Hanna, 
did you say? 

Miles Kington writes: Yes. 

A reader writes: Hanna is a 
giris name, of course. 

Miles Kington writes: Yes, 
but ... 

I am afraid we never got 
round to the special 
Christmas story: Some time 
next summer, perhaps. 
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the commentators 


Do we do Christmas right? 


Whether you’re an atheist or an 
adiaphorist, an agnostic or an 
apathetic Christian, Sara Maitland 
wishes you a guilt-free holiday feast 


L ast week someone 
showed me a Chris tmas 
card - it had been 
designed in the Far East 
but is for sale here. It 
depicts a traditional nativity scene 
in the foreground; shepherds, kings, 
lovely maiden and neo-nalai child. 
In the background, high on a snow 
covered hillside, was Rather Christ- 
mas, white beard, red coat and all, 
hanging on a crucifix. It was quite 
pretty, very Christmassy. I bet it 
sold well too. 

Ho, ho, ho. Or something 
that. 

It seemed somehow an icon of 
our time. Christmas has, over the 
last century or two, become the 
major folk festival of Europe. Even 
Scotland, which for a long time 
hung onto Hogmanay as its mid- 
winter celebration - oddly enough 
as a form of Christian (Presbyter- 
ian) resistance to Christian (Roman 
Catholics) ritualism - has given m. 
Boxing Day may still not be a Bank 
holiday in Scotland bni public 
Christmas trees, shopping centre 
Santas and carol services have aD 
crept into common culture. 

Perhaps it is not surprising, then, 
that like other older folk customs, 
Christmas is absorbing and inte- 
grating diverse elements and pro- 
cessing them quite quickly into the 
“tradition". Turkeys, Father Christ- 
mas and robins, for example, have 
absolutely nothing to do with first 
century Bethlehem. 

Like any other well-established 
living myth, it is extremely diffi cult 
to decode Christmas honestly - no 
one really wants myths that they are 
living by explained away. In a deaf- 
ening chorus of angels and cash dlls, 
one might not notice that there are 
at least five veiy different groups 
(all of which cut across other 
boundaries such as class or ethnic- 
ity) celebrating or enduring Christ- 
mas this week. The Holy or Unholy 
Five are: (1) the believiqg Chris- 
tians; (2) the “lapsed”, or cultural. 
Christians; (3) the uninterested, 
called Adiaphorists; (4) the rigor- 
ous atheists; and (5) the members 
of other religions. It is not easy for 
any of us. 

Perhaps it is easy for the rigorous 
atheist, or at least for those of them 
with enough money to leave a cold 
Britain for the beaches of wanner, 
non-European, non-Christian 
countries. Though even then they 
may have to be careful or they 
might find their hotel dinner fes- 
tooned with a kindly meant tinsel 
strip. If they aren't rich enough to 
get away, their only hope is to buy 
in an enormous quantity of food 
sometime in mid-October (the last 
chance to escape canned carol 
music, special Xmas offers and 
plastic bags printed with seasonal 
greetings.) With a bit of luck and 
careful planningthey may be able 


to watch a number of TV movies 
which, despite their ambience of 
sentimental nostalgia, do sot actu- 
ally mention Christmas. 

They will, however, lave to lock 
themselves in their houses for sev- 
eral days or face the ini taring good 
cheer of their neighbours. And 
even this will only work if they do 
not have any children: chil dren can 
be trained in parental firmness, but 
this tends to break down both 
under peer group pressure and 
witbin a quarter-mile radius of any 
sweet or toy shop. 

So, unless you are rich and chad- 
free, it is probably best to be a well 
intentioned AdiapborisL An Adi- 
aphorist is one who is indifferent on 
all matters of religion. While t he- 
ists and deists believe in God, and 
atheists believe in not-God, and 
agnostics cannot deride which they 
believe in, Adiaphorists simply do 
not care. This useful word deserves 
to be better known; lots and lots of 
people are Adiaphorists nowadays. 
Adiaphorism is probably the fastest 


pleases 

from the collection of customs and 
rituals of Christinas without a 
moments' worry. They can enjoy 
Renaissance Madonnas and the 
sweetness of treble voiced choirs as 
pure art. Or they can get Indecently 
drunk, wear a smy paper hat, make 
sexual advances to unsuitable col- 
leagues at the office party and 
wake up with a blinding headache 
- and all this, quite free from any 
obligation to wonder .whether they ' 
have somehow missed the true 
spirit of Christmas. 

They wiD pay a small price for this 
freedom in the disapproval of a few 
of their neighbours, and of the 
tabloid papers who shift at tins 
time of year to a highly moralistic 
criticism of such people who are 
“spoiling” Christmas for the rest of 
us. They may pay a higher price in 
terms ofa sort of loss; of magical joy 
or self-righteousness; but of course 
they do not really care about that. 

M eanwhile the cultural or 
lapsed' Christians - many ■ 
of whom are actually Adi- 
aphorists, but who are too senti- 
mental to have noticed - really love 
Christmas. They get an aesthetic 
and emotional buz off it They 
even go to Midnight Mass and 
shed a tear during the second veise 
of Oh Unit Town of Bethlehem. It 
gives them a fabulous nostalgia for 
their own childhood and they hon- 
estly believe they are doing it all for 
the children. They feel happy and 
smug. The only price they have to 
pay is a tiny niggling guilt about 
feeling quite so good from some- 
thing that they totally ignore for the 
other 51 weeks of the year. If they 
have a happy time this week, then 



From dawn to dusk: Christmas means shopping amidst a deafening chorus of cash tilts 


next week they may well be making 
New Year resolutions about going 
to church more often, giving more 
to charity or having their horren- 
dous mother-in-laws for Christmas 
next year. Luckily, by mid-January 
they wfl] have readied that the Sal- 
vation Army uses its Christmas col- 
lection to maintain its own brass 
bands, or that the local bishop has 
a mistress, or that Mother Theresa 
isn't quite all she’s cracked up to be. 
In fact, it is the hypocrisy of the 
churches that is keeping them from 
their darling baby Jesus. By Good 


Friday they will certainly have 
recovered. 

It must genuinely be very difficult 
for committed members of other 
religions, particularly those who 
may not or cannot believe in' the 
libera] notion that God is just God 
by various other names (those mem- 
bers of religions that are in this 
respect at least like Christianity), 
to find an attitude to Christmas that 
is both charitable and honourable. 
There is no doubt a wide range of 
solutions, depending on the size 
and accessibility of their own reli- 


gious communities, their relations 
with their neighbours, and the rigour 
of their discipline. But, without 

S ion, serious members of other 
(and here I would include 
humanists. Marrist-materialisis, and 
eco-spiritualists, among other 
secular disciplines) have the most 
theologically challenging Christmas. 
On the whole most manage a pub- 
lic free of benign indifference, or an 
amused tolerance that should be a 
lesson to us aD. 

What is sad is that if we lived in 
a genuinely, culturally open society 


this burden would be lifted from 
them . At least the Adiaphorists 
and many of the cultural Christians, 
promoters or both hedonism and 
spiritual uplift, could share many 
aspects of their religious celebra- 
tions. But while one minority reli- 
gion dominates the cultural high 
ground is not likely to happen. 

The real fly in this sweet oint- 
ment. sadly enough, is u-e believing 
Christians. Despite the fact that we 
actually stole Christmas from the 
pre-Christian winter solstice cele- 
brations of northern Europe, and 
co-opted it to our own ends, we now 
act as though we owned it. Wo show, 
every intention of hanging on to it 
too, by almost any means we can 
think of. And we do not seem to 
want anyone else to enjoy it. Only 
Christians, we appear to say. can 
dictate the “true meaning" of 
Christmas - and our Christmas 
means too often that you cannot do 
what you want. 

A s a Christian. 1 believe that a 
unique and significant event 
occurred which, for complex 
and social but totally unhistorieial 
reasons, we especially celebrate in 
late December. This belief certainly 
lays obligations on me: obligations 
mainly of praise and thanksgiving. 
How these obligations can possibly 
be undermined by people having I» 
good time in their own way is most 
mysterious. But most of the pews 
and pulpits and a preposterous 
amount of the media at this time of 
year, arc dedicated to the peculiar 
notion that it is somehow good for 
people to act as though they believe 
something that they don't' believe. 
Before they have earned the right 
to pull a angle cracker, let alone 
consume an alcoholic drink, they 
must pass a spirituality test that will 
certainly include repentance for 
any material pleasure they are hop- 
ing to enjoy. 

What is odd about this attitude 
is that it is not Christian. Christians 
believe that what happened at 
Christmas was profoundly materi- 
alistic: God loved the world so 
much that the barrier between mat- 
ter and spirit was broken by God 
becoming matter, not by us becom- 
ing spirit And further more this did 
not happen just to a group of well- 
trained, biblically-sound Christians 
but to and for everyone. 

The mate rialistic ' delight of non- 
believers, the sentimental aesthetics 
of half-believers. even the withdrawn! 
of non-Christians are aD perfectly 
appropriate responses - and often 
much more fun. But we Christians 
just feci hun when people can’t see 
it the way we do. Still, hurt feelings 
do not justify our insistence on flex- 
ing our cultural muscle. 

There is a way out of this confu- 
sion. Perhaps all of Britain, should 
take a leaf from Scottish history and 
hold out for Hogmanay: a genuinely 
inclusive feast of hope at the turn- 
ing of a new year. Nothing in this 
would slop Christians, a week ear- 
lier, having the most rigorously 
pious religious celebrations, which 
would inconvenience no one else 
and please at least some of us. it 
would be a massive step towards 
real tolerance and a multi-faith 
society, and it would even be more 
Christian. 


Surely, 


you 

must 

be 


joking 



Wi 


'hat's that you say? 

They believe what? 
They believe God sent 
HK only Min lo be bora on 
Earth so that He could grow up 
to he tortured und executed? 
You must mean that as it 
turned om He was executed, 
but surely ... Come on! ... 
sou 're toiling me He was 
tonured and executed because 
that was the whole point of His 
being bom in the first place? 

OK. OK. have it ymir own 
waj , but why did God want His 
son to he tortured? As a 
punishment for His sins? Huh. 
Those must have been quite 
some sins. I'll say! What's that 
again? Asa punishment for 
somebody cisc’s sins? S’ou’rc 
joking, of course. No? Well, 
whose sins was He being 
punished for? Adam's. Who’s 
Adam? AJam didn't really 
exist? You're telling me Ciod 
deliberately had His only 
beloved son tortured to death 
as a punishment for the sins of 
a man who never mu existed? 
Wow. that’s quite some God 
you've gin there. 1 mean, didn't 
He ever hear of the laws of 
evidence? 

Well, anyway, what were 
these sins that Adam, who 
never existed, was supposed lo 
have committed? There was 
only one sin? Well, let's hear it 
then. What was the charge? 

This had better be good. Don't 
tell me. let me guess. He was 
caught scramping apples. 

Oh no. this 1 cannot hear. 

You are not serious! He was 
caught scrumping apples? Only 
one' apple? And that was it. 

Well i'll be darned. What was 
that again? It may not even 
have been an apple, it is just 
described as a fruit? Well I 
guess it didn’t really exist 
either, so it doesn’t matter what 
kind of fruit it wasn't. 

Run that by me again. Yeah. 
Yeah. OK, that sounds a bit less 
gross - it wasn’t really Adam's 
sin: that's just a metaphor for 
all the sins of all mankind. Fine, 
fine. I suppose next you’re 
going to tell me that includes 
those sins that hadn’t yet been 
committed. Oh, it does? Yes. I 
reckon by now I should have 
expected that. 

But if God had wanted to 
forgive us for our ancestors' 
and our descendants' sins, why 
didn't He just go right ahead 
and forgive us - or them? 
What’s with the beatings and 
the crucifixion? I guess He just 
loves capita] punishment, huh? 

That's quite some role model 
you've got there. 

Richard Dawkins 


David Trimble’s curious alliance 


Donald 
Macintyre 
considers the real 
reasons for the 
Ulster Unionist 
deal with Sir 
James Goldsmith 

veiything David Trimble does 
in these uncertain times is 
.jj larger than life, magnified and 
itinised for its electoral meaning. 
> Ulster Unionist leader's potential 
leride the election date by bring- 
the Government down in a corni- 
ce vote sees to that. So what is it, 
bizarre link between THmble and 
international capitalist Sir James 
dsmitb? THmble has decided to 
w his solitary .MEP, Jim Nicholson, 
>in Sir James’s Europe of Nations 
jp in the European Parliament in 
irn for an estimated £200,000 
ease in Unionist campaign funds, 
decision has infuriated his deputy, 
ii Taylor, split his party, annoyed 
Conservatives, and triggered all 
s of speculation about what 
jble himself is up to. 
ince his grip on his party in the 
tse of Commons is scarcely tighter 
i John Major’s on the Ccmserva- 
t, it looksa little reckless. But given 
ible's pivotal role in the British 
iament over the next few months, 
ises an immediate question: is this 
beginning of o realignment on the 
ish right, or just a cynical and iner- 
tly quick fix? Or hath? _ 

's quite a big moment: it appears 
ever the Increasingly frayed cord 
;h has linked Conservatism and 
craism since the last century. It’s 
ossible to imagine Trimble’s pre- 
ssor. the old-school Sir James 
yneaux, playing fast and loose 
i the Times like this. 
no big changes have been visible 



James Goldsmith snares a new disdple 


in the Tory party itself since 1979. One 
is obvious: that under John Major the 
Government has moved from pre- 
scriptive Unionism to one of theoret- 
ical neutrality over the Union. Under- 
pinned by the principle that the future 
of the province should be whatever its 
people wanted it to be, h was this neu- - 
tralfiy that was expressed by successive 
Northern Ireland secretaries, who 
ifrat London had no selfish strate- 
gic or economic interest in holding on 
to Northern Ireland. And this shift 
went largely unchallenged in the Tory 
party, because of the second, less 
obvious, change: that the intellectual 
leadership of Unionism within the 
party had begun to dissolve, at least m 
the House of Commons. 

There is no longer an Airey Neave, 
or an Enoch Flowed, or a John Biggs 
Davidson or an Ian Gow to provide 
that leadership. By demonstrating, 
albeit provocatively, that the Ulster 
Unionists are no longer blood broth- 
els of {he Conservatives, 'frunble can 
argue that he is doing little more 


than holding a mirror to the Tbries. 

Thai isn’t to deny the strong whiff 
of short-term expediency about the 
Goldsmith deal for both parties. Sir 
James and his allies have been hunt- 
ing for months for the single MEP who 
would take their numbers in the Euro- 
pean Parliament from 17 to 18, thus 
qualifying it as a formal grouping and 
making it eligible for foods and to 
serve on key committees. The transfer 
gives Nicholson and Goldsmith more 
influence in the European Parlia- 
ment. And by agreeing to pursue Sir 
James’s Euro-referendum proposal 
in their general-election campaign, the 
Unionists benefit directly up to polling 
day. Two hundred thousand pounds is 
quite a lot of money in Northern Ire- 
land politics. The move was strongly 
opposed by both Ken Maginnis, a 
UUP vice-president and the party’s 
security spokesman, who is on the 
more libera] wing of the party, and by 
John Thylor, Trimble’s deputy. It’s 
true that Mr Taylor's outrage is some- 
what undermined by the feet that as 
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Mr Nicholson’s predecessor in the 
1980s, he himself transferred from the 
mainstream European Democratic 
Group lo the extreme-right grouping 
led by Jean-Marie Le Pen. And their 
Harm that the move could cost them 

Belfast and North Downa doubtful. 
The critics nevertheless have a pow- 
erful argument: that just at the 
moment when the party is trying to 
prove its modernity, it has linked up 
with one of the more eccentric groups 
in European politics. Some dose to 
Trimble insist that his Euro-sccpticism 
(he will be a sponsor of Teresa Gor- 
man’s new-year bill calling for a ref- 
erendum) is a vote-winner because of 
protestant suspicion of the EU in 
Northern Ireland. More impartial 
observers doubt this. For a start, the 
Unionist orthodoxy that Northern 
Ireland voted against joining the EEC 
in 1975 Is really a myth: it's true that 
fewer voted to join in Northern Ire- 
land than elsewhere in the UK, but 
there was still a 52 per cent majority 


in favour, and there are signs that hos- 
tility to the EU has if anything mel- 
lowed. So it still looks as though cash 
is the main tangible benefit. 

But something else has annoyed 
Trimble’s critics even more. There is 
a strong suspicion that David Bum- 
side, lobbyist and close ally ofTrimblc. 
played a key role in sealing the match. 
Burnside refused lo comment yester- 
day, but he has excellent contacts 
among the circle of right-wing Tories 
and former Tories who sympathise 
with Sir James. The only prominent 
member of this group actually to join 
Goldsmith is Lord McAlpine. But 
there are plenty of Thatcherite Tories 
- including some of those MPs in seats 
where Sir James has said he will not 
field candidates - who agree with his 
vision ofa “renegotiatetTrelalionship 
with Europe. And this may help to 
explain the symbolism of the move 
THmble has made. For the UUP 
leader is almost certainly considering 
life after as well as before the election. 

Trimble is probably genuine in say- 
ing that the move wifi not give Sir 
James direct leverage at Westminster 
over the next few months. The feroc- 
ity of the reaction among his own MPs 
suggests that Sir James wouldn't be 
able to call their tune anyway. Union- 
ist supporters of the deal maintain that 
they have paid a low price for instili- 
ing'a little fear into the Government 
Trimble's own hopes of the election 
outcome are no doubt complex, but 
the best prospect for him is probably 
a Labour government with a narrow 
majority which has to take the Union- 
ists into account; and a lory opposi- 
tion which quickly transforms itself 
back into a full-bloodedly Unionist 
party under a new, right-of-ccntrc 
leadership. Under those circumstances 
the rupture with Conservatism might 
be reversible. Trimble may have dam- 
aged his own standing with those 
Unionist MPswho rightly believe that 
to deal with Sir James it helps to have 
a long spoon. His judgement has been 
doubtful. But by flirting with Gold- 
smith, Trimble has sent out a clear 
message about the kind of Tbry party 
he hopes for when the election is over. 
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Pru ups stakes in battle for Northern 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Corespondent 


Northern Electric’s increasing’ 
K- chaotic battle against a £7S2m 
hostile takeover bid look an- 
other unexpected twist yesterday 
when its biggest shareholder, the 
Prudential, offered to buy shares 
in the company if other fund 
managers who bad previously 
accepted offer from US power 

generator CalEnergy changed 

their minds. 

Last night at least one in- 
vestor. the US bank Salomon 
Brothers, was believed to have 
sold its stake to Prudential 
while another. Goldman Sachs, 
had been approached. Because 
the result of the bid was so close, 
even small purchases of shares 
by the Prudential could swing 
the result back to the Northern 
management. 

A Prudential spokesman de- 
clined to comment on the de- 
velopment. apart from 
reiterating itss opinion that the 


650p a share offer was too 
cheap. However a senior Pru- 
dential source confirmed that it 
was seeking to buy more North- 
ern shares. 'He said the Pru- 
dential would buy the shares *if 
some stock was offered to us.” 
He continued: “Its cheap at the 
price” 

Rival fund managers were as- 
tonished by the news. One said 
“This is a bit racy for the Pru. 
U is quite an unusual stance for 
them to take.” 

Though Northern Electric 
shares were suspended yester- 
day at 641p pending appeals to 
the Takeover Panel, tne Pru- 
dential was buying them “off 
market” by approaching willing 
sellers. The results of its buying 
spree are likely to be made pul> 
lie to the Stock Exchange today. 

The move by the Prudential, 
which already owns 11-35 per 
cent of Northern and has re- 
mained staunchly loyal to the 
existing management through- 
out. was widely interpreted as 


a much-needed boost for the 
company. 

Last night the result of the bid 
continued to hang on a knife- 
edge as David Morris, North- 
ern’s chairman, mounted a 
desperate last-ditch appeal 
against last week's ruling by the 
Panel's Executive, which effec- 
tively holds the outcome of the 
offer in its hands. 

CaJEnergy raid it spoke for 
50.13 per cent of Northern's 
shareSsjust enough to give it con- 
trol, but only if acceptances re- 
ceived after the original Friday 
deadline were taken into account. 

If the Pane] decided to re- 
verse its ruling and back the 

o riginal Friday deadline, falF-rt. 

ergy would have narrowly lost 
the contest, with 49.77 per cent 
of the shares. 

However if the Panel en- 
dorses its decision and allows 
late acceptances to be included. 
Northern's only chance to fight 
off the attack would be to per- 
suade investors to switch back 


to existing management North- 
ern's broker, BZW, has already 
been barred from buying more 
of the company’s shares by tbe 
Takeover Panel. 

In another development both 
Northern and BZW could face 


S by the disciplinary action after the 
effec- Panel, which polices bids. 


announced that it was to in- 
vestigate the drcunistances sur- 
rounding tbe disclosure of a 
controversial £250,000 “per- 
formance” fee granted by 
Northern to its brokers, BZW. 

It has emerged that Northern 


day, the day after BZW bought 
23 per cent of the company's 


23 per cent of the company's 
shares in an attempt to breath 
new life into the bid defence. 
The share purchases were only 
approved by the Takeover Pan- 
el on Wednesday after BZW as- 
sured the Executive that there 
was no special fee arrange- 
ment involved. 

The Panel’s investigation will 
to focus on why BZW did not . 


disclose the £250,000 “perfor- 
mance" fee until Friday morn- 
ing, hours before the offer was 
due to dose. 

In a statement tbe Panel said 
it would “investigate the cir- 
cumstances in which informa- 
tion was received from BZW, 
possibly having a bearing on cer- 
tain purchases of Northern 
shares.... Following the inves- 
tigation, the Executive will con- 
sider what, if any, further action 
is appropriate.” 

However, sources suggested 
the mvestigackm was likely to be 
separate from Northern’s ap- 
peal against the extension. 

Meanwhile, speculation 
mounted that other C5ty bodies 
could be dragged into the row. 
Richard Rinant, chief executive 
of the Securities and Futures 


David Morris, chairman, 
Northern Electric: Aged 62. 
Joined as chairman before pri- 
vatisation in 1989. Architect 
of the Infamous “scorched 
earth" defence of the Trafal- 
gar House bid, offering 
£560m of giveaways to share- 
holders. 

The only electricity chief to 
successfully fight off a hostile 
bid. His pay has doubled 
since the flotation in 1990 to 
£296,000 last year. 


from a liking for Rolex watch- 
es, Mr Sokol's character ap- 
pears unblemished. Married 
his high-school sweetheart. 
Lives in Omaha, Nebraska. A 
committed Christian. 


Authority, the City watchdog, 
said that if the Takeover Rsnel re- 


garded tbe deal as having 
breached its rules it could be re- 
fened far investigation to tbe SEA. 

Comment, page L3 


David Sokol, chairman. 
Cal Energy: Aged 40. Trained 
as an electrical engineer be- 
fore starting his own business 
developing independent power 
projects. 

His alliance with Peter 
Kiewit, a large private US 
construction group, led to the 
rapid growth of CalEnergy to 
sates of $398m last year: Apart 


Simon de Zoete, chairman, 
BZW equities division: 
Joined de Zoete & Bevan in 
1966, rising to chairman. In 
overall charge of Northern 
Electric broking account. 
Member of one of the City’s 
oldest braking dynasties. 

Adviser to many major US 
groups, including GEC, 1C1 
and BAT. Played a leading role 
In Granada bid for Forte. 


managing director of corporate 
finance for investment 
bankers SG Warburg, which 
advised Northern during its ac- 
rimonious defence of the 
Trafalgar House takeover bid. 

He was seen as an unlike- 
ly appointment at the Pru- 
dential by insiders, having no 
prior background in fond man- 
agement. 


Derek Higgs, chief execu- 
tive, Prudential fund man- 
agement division: Northern's 
biggest shareholder and Mr 
Morris’s staunch supporter. 
Until last February he was 


Alistair Defriez, director 
general of the Takeover 
panel: Joined the panel in 
February from SG Warburg, 
where he worked with Mr 
Higgs, leading Northern’s de- 
fence of the Trafalgar bid. 

At the time he complained 
to the panel over a contro- 
versial share deal by Trafalgar 
advisers, Swiss Bank Corpo- 
ration. like Mr Higgs, Mr De- 
friez left Warburgs after the 
SBC takeover in 1995. 


Interest rates may 
rise as housing 
market firms 


Santa shakes it up in Newbury as attention is drawn to plight of Costain employees 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


The threat of further interest 
rate rises before the election was 
reinforced yesterday by minutes 
of the monthly meeting in Oc- 
tober between the Chancellor, 
Kenneth Clarke, and Eddie 
George, governor of the Bank 
of England. 

Mr George told Mr Oarke 
that the 0.25 percentage point 
rise which they both agreed to 
implement immediately on 30 
October, to the surprise of the 
City, mjght have to be followed 
up with further increases to 


keep inflation under control. 
The coventor said that tin 


The governor said that the 
quarter point “might well not be 
enough to moderate the up- 
swing sufficiently to restore a 
beiter-than-even chance of 
achieving the inflation target 
over the next two years". 

Mr George’s warning came as 
renewed predictions of a strong 
improvement in the housing 
market were published by Ox- 


ford Economic Forecasting, 
which expected that house price 
inflation of 7 per cent a year 
could bring a sharp increase in 
house rales in the near future. 

Building societies have been 
predicting a sustained recovery 
in prices, and economists have 
forecasted rises of up to 10 per 
cent a year over the next few 
years. But the key piece of ev- 
idence needed to show that the 
recovery is strong and sustained 
is a move to much higher 
turnover in the housing market, 
which has not yet materialised. 

Turnover has been rising at 
about the same rate as prices, 
up 7 percent on a year ago, but 
from a very low base of around 
1.2 million transactions a year. 

However, the Oxford institute 
said transactions could rise 
“fairly rapidly in the near fu- 
ture” to around 2 million qf the 
end of the decade, not for short 
of the previous peak. 

According to the minutes of 
the October meeting, the Chan- 
cellor said be “certainly did not 


House prices 


Ktittn house price index (1983*100}, seasonally adjusted 



want activity in the housing 
market to get out of hand and 
would watch it closely”. Actfv-. 
ity was picking up but sales of 
houses in London were dis- 
torting the overall picture, 
which remained patchy, he said. 
Demand was high and supply 
was restricted as homeowners 
kept their houses off the mar- 
ket in expectation of further in- 
creases. 

Mr George said recent evi- 
dence showed overall inflation 
was less likely to be below the 
2J5 per cent target “for any 
length of time id the short 
run”. The Government has a 
medium-term target of 2^ per 
cent for underlying inflation,' 
which has been stuck at 33 per 
cent year-on-year for the past 
two months. 

In an apparent reference to 
the political pressure to keep 
rates down ahead of the elec- 
tion, Mr George said “given pre- 
sent expectations about the 
constraints on policy, a quarter 
per cent move now could have 
a relatively strong signal effect 
on the credibility of polity". 

That would reduce the size 
and speed of the rise in rates 
that might eventually be nec- 
essary to make the inflation tar- 
get secure and sustain the 
economic expansion. 

Explaining the background to 
bis recommendation of the Oc- 
tober increase, Mr George said 
the need for tightening was ur- 
gent because output was grow- 
ing above trend and the 
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expected fall in price inflation 
had failed to happen. 

Comment, page 13 


Season of goodwill: Costain Inde- 
pendent Shareholders’ Association 
yesterday launched a Christmas 
appeal for the welfare of staff and 
subcontractors of the troubled 
construction group. Carols were 
sung as Father Christinas shook a 
collecting tin outside a compound 
on the route of the controversial 
Newbury by-pass, where CostaJn is 


the main contractor. The action 
group was drawing attention to 
Costain’s dire financial position. 

“We decided to sing carols and 
collect on the site of the Newbury 
by-pass since this is deemed to be 
Costain’s greatest liability,” said 
Andrew Wood, CISKs secretary. 
“Our appeal is for Costain's unfor- 
tunate employees and subcontrac- 


tors who stand to lose most if 
Costain goes Into receivership." 

Two weeks ago Costain an- 
nounced the resignation of its 
chief executive, Alan Lovell, is- 
sued a profits warning, gave de- . 
tails of yet another share issue 
and announced the sale of its US 
coal bumness for for less than 
had been expected. Environmental 


protesters plan to turn up at two 
shareholders’ meetings called by 
Costam. On Friday Investors will 
vote on the coal disposal, while 
on 6 January they will consider 
Costain's breach of the Compa- 
nies Act now that its net assets 
have fallen below half of the com- 
pany’s called-up share capital. 

Photograph: John Lawrence 


RJB seeks share buyback I Deutsche Bank loses top rating 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


RJB Mining is calling an ex- 
traordinary meeting next month 
io gain shareholder approval (n 
bin in a lurlher 5 per rent of its 
slurcv The ei mpany denied ihc 
mov e was an attempt to under- 
pin its share price which col- 
lapsed two weeks ago following 
an unexpected profit forecast 
downgrade by tne coal miner’s 
own broker. BZW 
Gordon McPhie. finance di- 
rector. said tile proposed buy- 
baefc would enhance earnings 
per share by about 2 per cent 
at the current share price. He 
said ihc move, which fallows u 


purchase bv the company of 10 
per cent of Its diarcs in July, was 
unrelated to the plunge in the 
share price, which at one paint 
sent the shares as low as 3715p, 
compared with a high for the 
year of 625p and yesterday’s 
close of 439p. 


The sharp fall is understood 
to have driven a wedge between 
BZW and a number of institu- 
tions which are unhappy at the 
way ihc broker encouraged them 
to invest in RJB in 1994 when it 
acquired most of British Cbal's 
assets only to cut its profit fore- 


NSM, tbe heavily indebted coal miner; said its shares bad been 
temporarily suspended yesterday pending details of the proposed 
sale of its Clee HiO plant hire subsidiary, other planned disposals 
and farther information on its ongoing discussions with its banks. 

NSM said it had now completed the disposal of Clee Hill Plant 
in a deal which would reduce its debts by about £5m. It said a 
number of other “significant disposals'* were in train. 

The shares were suspended at 8p alter NSM said it believed 
it was not possible to maintain an orderly market in the com- 
pany's shares without fall information on the disposals and the 
bank discussions, both of which were still progressing. 


casts to bring them back into line 
with the rest of the market. 

Two weeks ago Alan 
Richards, who was ranked top 
of Reuters' 19% survey of ex- 
tractive industries analysts, re- 
duced his forecast for 1997 
from £196m to £lS5m and for 
1998 from £232m to £192m. 

Some analysts believe RJB 
faces serious problems once 
fixed-price contracts set up by 
the Government prior to the 
sole of the power generators run 
out in April 1998. 

It is understood tbe compa- 
ny is struggling to persuade 
those generators to sign up to 
contracts after that date at a sat- 
isfactory price. • 


J3I Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 


Deutsche Bank was demoted 
from the filite club of triple-A 
rated banks yesterday, heaping 
further embarrassment on the 
German banking giant in the 
wake of the Morgan GrenfeO 
Asset Management scandaL 

The move by Moody’s, the 
New York credit rating agency, 
means that only a handful of 
banks are still ranked in Lhe fi- 
nancial world's premier league 
of creditworthiness and two of 
them - Union Bank of Switzer- 
land and Dresdner Bank - are 
under review for a downgrade. 

Analysts in London said the 


Deutsche downgrade was a fit- 
ting end. to a dreadful year for 
the bank. 

Deutsche will end up with a 
bOl for more than &WOm for the 
fiasco at Morgan Grenfell 
where Peter Young, a former 
star fond manager, broke rules 
laid down by City regulators. 

Mr Young, under investiga- 
tion by the Serious Fraud 
Office, set up a web of Luxem- 
bourg holding companies to 
hide the extent of his invest- 
ments in high technology stocks. 
Deutsche is compensating 
90,000 investors in three af- 
fected funds. 

Moody's oil Deutsche's long- 
term debt, counterparty and de- 


posit ratings from triple A to 
Aal. 

The agency confirmed the 
bank’s Prime- 1 rating for short- 
term deposits and commercial 
paper but cut the long-term rat- 


ing and counterparty raring of 
Morgan Grenfell & Co to Aal 


Morgan Grenfell & Co to Aal 
from Aal. 

Deutsche played down the 
significance of the downgrade. 
“We are convinced that the 
new evaluation will not lead to 
a lasting rise in refinancing 
costs." said a spokesman. 

But the bank’s shares slipped 
in the last few minutes of trade 
on Lhe Frankfort sock exchange 
to close at DM70259, down 
DM0256. 


Unda Montag, senior analyst 
at Moody’s, said the Morgan 
Grenfell scandal was not the di- 
rect reason for Lhe downgrade. 

“But [it's] one of the exam- 
ples of the risks of the bank's 
global expansion," she said. 

The changing dynamics of 
Germany’s fragmented bank- 
ing market and fierce compe- 
tition in global markets in 
which the bank was expanding, 
such as investment banking, 
added uncertainty to the bank’s 
fundamentals, Ms Montag 
said. 

However, Moody’s stQl be- 
lieves Deutsche is “one of the 
world's strongest and better 
managed financial institutions”. 
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Shares row clouds 
Norwich flotation 
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The planned £45bn stock mar- 
ket flotation of Norwich Union, 
the insurer, was mired in con- 
troversy yesterday as it emerged 
that many thousands of mem- 
bers in line for .a free shares 
bonanza worth at least £500 
each may have been fraudu- 
lently recruited Norwich Union 
yesterday said that it hadyel (0 
take disciplinary action against 
any of its staff for encouraging 
the sale and fraudulent back- 
dating of insurance policies 
Its denials came amid alle- 


gations that at least one of its 
UK offices had written to in- 
dependent financial advisers 
encouraging them ,10 ago up 
new memhen? and send them in 
under its controversial 
“pipeline" rule. 

It also came as the Personal In- 
vestment Authority, the financial 
regulator, said it was investigat- 
ing a number of alleged fraud- 
ulent “'pipeline" applications. It 
would not confirm that among 
its members under investigation 
is NatWest UK. NatWfest ‘con- 
firmed ii has suspended IS of its 
staff for allegedly backdating 
policy applications. 
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Northern should be put out of its misery 


COMMENT 


‘In the long run, the 
furore over this affair 
might finally lead to 
the outlawing of the 
system whereby 
advisers are allowed 
to buy shares in 
companies they are 
defending, something 
which rarely serves 
the wider interests of 
other shareholders’ 


T he Last time Nonhem Electric defend-* 
ed itself against a hostile bid all h left be- 
hind was the smeD of scotched earth. This 
time around there is a whiff of something 
altogether more sulphurous in the air. In- 
deed for some it most be gening uncom- 
fortably hot 

To those outside the Gty, the dispute rag- 
ing between Northern, the US bidder CE 
Electric, and their respective advisers, might 
seem par for the course. Just the normal 
shenanigans you get in the dying days of any 
contested takeover. 

But for those most closely involved in the 
drama played ont before the Takeover Pan- 
el in the past week, ft is dear that reputa- 
tions and jobs are on the line. If heads roll 
then ft will be an admission of guilt. If they 
do not then those outside the confines of the 
Square Mile will wearily interpret it as one 
more example of bow, in the end, this cosy, 
self-policing dub always looks after its own. 
Either way the standing of the City is di- 
minished. 

The “facts” of the case, in so far as we can 
unravel them from the miasma of explana- 
tions preferred by the Northern camp as ft 
has dug itself ever deeper, are briefly these. 

A week ago today BZW, Northern’s bro- 
kers, asked for a “performance fee” of 
£250.000 forits conduct of the defence in ad- 
dition to a Oat fee of £1.5 m. Northern de- 
clined to commit itself. The following day 
BZW and Northern's bankers, Schrodeis, 
went into the market, with die approval of 


the panel, and bought 23 percent of North- 
ern - a dear spoiling tacticdeagDed to thwart 
the bid. 

The next day, Thursday, Northern agreed, 
after aB, to pay the performance fee. On Fri- 
day, the day die bid dosed, BZW decided 
to inform the panel of the performance fee, 
haying foiled to do so on two previous oc- 
casions. 

When the votes were counted, BZW's 23 
percent turned out to be crucial, the bid hav- 
ing foiled by less than 03 per cent All hcD 
hmke loose and the panel agreed to extend 
the bid deadline until 1pm today. 

BZW now asks us to accept that there was 
no link between the fee and the purchase of 
the shares. Indeed, it now says that the fee 
did not relate to this bid at all but to its help 
in defending Northern against Trafalgar 
House 18 months ago. 

So for, so dear as mud. But wait, there is 
mote. Acceptances rolling in over the week- 
end tip CE Electric over the magic 50 per 
cent mark. 

This prompts the Prudential, number 
<me member cdf Northern's fan dub with 1135 
per cent, to start a frantic phone round m 
an effort to persuade shareholders who had 
accepted the offer to withdraw their accep- 
tances and sell to ft. 

The Pru is now faring some tricky ques- 
tions, not least of which is why ft is prepared 
to spend even more investors’ money to frus- 
trate the bid -an outcome which would see 
the value of its investment crumble. 


So too is the Takeover Panel, whose han- 
dling of the affair has not demonstrated great 
touch. 

It does not. help that the chief policeman 
in aS this, Alistair de Friez, director gener- 
al of the Takeover Panel was. in a former 
life, the Warburgs merchant banker who 
helped Northern see off Trafalgar House. Nor 
does it help that the Prti’s head of fund man- 
agement, Derek Higgs, was previously head 
of corporate finance at Warburgs. 

But the biggest questions of ail remain to 
be answered by BZW. The investment bank 
was already having a hard time under its new 
chief executive, Bill Harrison. Simv* his ar- 
rival on a £5m package, morale has collapsed 
under an avalanche of sadtihgs and defec- 
tions. The questioning of its behaviour in the 
Northern bid could not have come at a worse 
time. 

In the meantime, there is a dim prospect 
that CE Electric will lose the bid when the 
offer doses today, having thought it had won. 
That would represent an unfair victory for , 
Northern and its advisers. 

In the long ran, the furore over this affair 
might finally lead to the outlawing of the sys- I 
tern whereby advisers are allowed to buy } 
shares in companies they are defending, 
something which rarely serves the wider in- 
terests of other shareholders. 

Bui we would still be left with the dread 
prospect of Northern Electric MarkTIirce. 
For everyone’s sake at this time of goodwill 
to all men, let us hope that this regional dcc- 


Iriritv company is pul out of its misery once 
and for aD. 

Pressure is on to push 
up interest rates 

H ouse prices are rising at three times the 
rate of inflation, shopkeepers appear to 
be having a good Christmas, uneropaoymcni 
is falling unexpectedly fast, and the Gov- 
ernment's 15 percent inflation target is toot- 
ing rather elusive. 

Given these pressures, there is no doubt 
that the next monetary meeting between the 
governor and the Chancellor in mid-Janu- 
ary will be more than usually interesting. 

The City is convinced that the Bank will 
be angling* for a further rate rise. There al- 
most certainly should be one or more, if rally 
to keep the housing market under control 
next year. 

According to the minutes of the October 
monetary meeting, released yesterday, the 
Chancellor agreed with the Bank's recom- 
mendation ofa rise in interest rates. 

But, not surprisingly, he expressed no view- 
on the Governor’s dear suggestion that fur- 
ther upward movements would be necessary. 
Indeed, the minutes show him bluntly re- 
jecting the Bank’s view* that the strength of 
sterling is not helping to curb inflation. 

Politically, January will be very different 
in atmosphere from October, when the 
worst of the cabinet's single currency crisis 


was still to come, and the election might have 
seemed a whole winter away. The polls will 
be looming veiy large indeed, and Mr Clarke 
would need all his toughness to defy his po- 
litical colleagues and side with Mr George. 
A spring of rising mortgage rates is not the 
best of backgrounds for an election. 

There arc a number nf dear indications 
that inflationary pressures are buOding. Bui 
the one the Government has most difficul- 
ty in reconciling with its anti-inflationary 
stance « the housing market, since a recov- 
ery is so essential to the feelgood factor. 

Building societies claim that overheating 
in parts of London is an oddity caused by 
an influx of Hong Kong money and by enor- 
mous City bonuses, and they' insist that this 
localised bout of wild inflation will not seep 
ont into ihe rest of the South-east or into 
other regions. The Chancellor took the same 
hopeful view in the October minutes. 

But since then, there has heen a growing 
consensus that house prices nationally wifi 
rise 7 m 1(1 per cent a year for the next few 
years, a rate which most forecasters agree 
will soon lead to the long awaited surge in 
house sales. 

The idea that the London market is dif- 
ferent and self contained has been proved 
wrong in every previous house price boom, 
and wfll be again this time. Though it will 
read badly in the headlines, the housing re- 
covery is getting to the point where it will 
not be Mopped by a few more quarter-point 
rises in rates. 
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What do you remember of events during the tenth anniversary year of The Independent? Test yourself with our Christmas quiz. 



A year of fat cats 
and takeovers 


MONEY, MONEY, 
MONEY 

1 How much did Frankie’s 
Seven-Up cost the bookies? 

2 A hundred of what units will 
make up a Euro? 

3 Which Scrooge criticised ex- 
uberance this party season? 

4 How many Deutschmarks 
could you get to the pound at 
the start of 1996? (a) 232(b) 
235 (c) 230 . 

5 Who ignored whose advice 
in January and June but ac- 
cepted it in March and Oc- 
tober? 

6 Who had to scrap most of 
its Budget spread bets and 
why? 

7 Who wants to revert from 
November to March to avoid 
a double-whammy? 

8 Which Gty PR man won 
£20,000 in damages playing 
Dirty Tricks? 

9 Whose special dividend 
scheme taxed the Chancel- 
lor's patience too far? 

10 Which fund manager is 
praying for a stock market 
crash? 


BIDS AND DEALS 


1 Which brewer failed to get 
into bed with a Dane? 



Why did Alan Greenspan of 
the US Fed cause offence? 

2 Which pocket-sized elec- 
tronics company decided 
Sugar was not to its taste? 

3 The £500m takeover of 
which high street company 
was agreed in January but still 
not completed in December? 

4 Whose car parts came to- 
gether to make a bigger 
whole? 

5 Which two bids for the 
same company ended in a wa- 
tery grave? 

6 Who got together in a Con- 
cert Party? 

7 Why did the Sun shine on 
Royal? 

8 Which insurer developed a 
liking for pets? 


9 Who thought ft would be al- 
right to merge but then got 
cross in the Channel? 


Where did Asda’s chief 
Archie Norman turn up? ' 

10 Which two media Peers 
agreed to merge? 


DEPARTURES 

1 Whose stock fell out of 
favour with the Exchange? 


2 Who got rid of a Tiny prob- 
lem and then sold out him- 
self? 


3 Which Lord did a four-way 
split and then said goodbye? 


4 Which Sheffield entrepre- 
neur’s retail empire is now- 
more Dead than Red? 


5 Whose home improve- 
ments cost him his job? - 

6 Who lasted just six months 
in Coronation Street land? 


ARRIVALS 


1 Who made an Ab Fab de- 
but on the Exchange? 

2 Which fishing port did 
Lord Hanson put on the 
map? 

3 Which Britt took a train 
ride on to the market? 

4 Whose Norman conquest 
took place at* Tunbridge 
Wells? ' 

5 Who got into hot water by 
deciding to live in Kent, not 
Yorkshire? 

6 Which insolvency pra cac- 
ti oner followed a famous fa- 
ther into the Lord Mayor of 
London’s robes? 

SCANDAL! 

1 Who had to pay back part 
of his bonus after a DIY ac- 
counting error? 

2 Who had a fondness for 
pickled gherkins and a lady 
called Sandra? 



Edina and Patsy of the television series ‘Absolutely Fabulous* were associated with a new arrival on the Exchange 

SPORT IN THE CITY 


7 Who got off and was then 
told he didn't have to stand 
trial again? 


3 Which “shadow director 
failed to show up in court? 

4 Who copped ft after cost- 
ing his employers £1.6bn? 

5 Who got caught rat trading 
in Hoag Kong? 

6 Who came back to Britain 
and got 5 years for. money 
laundering? ■ 


, FAT CATS 


1 Who was crowned King of 
the Fat Cats in a mock coro- 
nation ceremony? 

2 Which train chief took a 
ride with Stagecoach and 
made £36m? 

3 Who cleaned up by selling 
Sooty to the Japanese? 


4 Who finally bowed out 
after having a pig, not a gas, 
of a lime? 

5 Who got £5m for changing 
jobs in the Gty? 

QUOTE, UNQUOTE 

1 Who said: “When I was a 
small businessman I was 
quite skilful at stringing along 
the creditors.”? 


2 “Trust must exist in a de- 
mocratic capitalist society 


between shareholders and 
the people who run their 
company.” Whose tearful de- 
parting note was this? 


3 Who said: “I’ll be back - af- 
ter losing the mother of all 
takeover battles? 


4 Who said: “The buck starts 
here.”? 


5 Who said: “If I’ve made my- 
self too clear you must have 
misunderstood me.”? 


1 Which supermarket chief is 
now charged with restoring 
English cricket? 

2 Which chemicals chief sits 
on the committee of the All 
England Lawn Tennis and 
Croquet Club? 

3 Which two bidders failed to 
win the contract to televise the 
Premier League? 

4 Which television mogul sa^ 
his takeover approach re 
buffed by the Rea Devi! 



Why did Cedric Brown 
remain in the spotlight? 


Which fishing port did Lord 
Hanson put on the map? 


With whom was Michael 
Lawrence at odds? 




i 


Why was Peter Robinson 
caught under a cloud? 



********************* 
* 



Who cleaned up tty selling 
Sooty to the Japanese? 
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This notice is issued in compliance with the requirements of The London Stock Exchange 
Limited (the 'London Stock Exchange'). It does nut constitute an offer or invitation to any 
person to subscribe for or purchase any of the Ordinary Shares. Application has been made 
to the London Stock Exchange for the whole of the ordinary share capita] of BBB Design 
Group PLC to be admitted to the Official List It is expected that admission to the Official List 
will become effective and that dealings in the ordinary shares of 5p each in the Company will 
commence on 31st December 19*^6. 


BBB Design Group PLC 

(Incorporated and ropstered in England and Wales under the O-mpames Ail 1**K5 with KcipMewd No 2WH6W) 

Introduction to the Official List 
by 

Peel, Hunt & Company Limited 
of 

the whole of the issued ordinary share capital of BBB Design Group PLC 


Share Capital 


Authorised 
£ Number 

650,000 13,000,000 


Ordinary' Shares of 5p each 


issmif and fully paid 
£ Number 

414,000 $,280,000 


Copies of the Exempt Listing Document arc available for collection during normal office 
hours, on any weekday, Saturdays and public holidays cxceplcd, up to and including 30th 
December 19J6 from the Company Announcement Offic.-. the London Stock Exchange, 
London Stock Exchange Tmvcr, Old Broad Street, London EdN lHr and (for collection 
only), during normal office hours on any weekday, Saturdays and public holidays excepted, 
up to and including 7th January 1997 from: 


BBB Design Group PLC 
34 Hereford Road 
London 
VV2 5AJ 


Peel, Hunt & Company Limited 
62 Thrcadneedle Street 

London 

EC2R8HP 

4 nwmhr iif T7r Srt nri’JtX Jml 
f I'turri .Wfontw Inmlrtf flitJ »>f 
iftr Lni* i Shvt Eitkaitgr. 


23rd December 19% 
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market report / shares 


Data Bank 


FTSE 100 

40S7.2 


+9.6 


FT5E250 

4454.6 


+6.2 


FTSE 350 
2028.1 


+4.4. 


Footsie cheered as NatWest predicts 4,600 next year 


Taking 


Stock 


SEAQ VOLUME 
553.3m shares, 
33,769 bargains 
Gilts Index 
94.42 +0.11 


Share spotlight 


share price, pence 



D J F MAM J J ASOND 


Shares just managed to hang 
on to their festive cheer with 
Footsie climbing to a closing 
high, up 9.6 points to 4 , 087 . 2 . 

It was, however, a typical 
pre-Christmas trading session 
with volume low and many of- 
fices content to operate with 
just a token workforce. 

Still the undertone re- 
mained firm. With the first of 
the new year tips dribbling into 
the stock market and NatWest 
Securities taking a positive 
view, hopes are high that fur- 
ther progress will be made 
over the holiday period. 

NatWest has emerged as 
strong bulls. Strategists Bob 
Semple and David Me Bain 
expect Footsie to end next 
year at 4,600 points. And for 
1998 the target is 4 , 800 . 

They believe the cheer will 
emerge in the second six 
months and say: “The tactic for 
Ui. first half of 1997 will be to 
buy ijLo weakness for the sec- 
ond-half run." 


Shares, it is argued, are well 
supported by strong GDP 
growth which will feed through 
into a continued robust per- 
formance on earnings and div- 
idends. 

“A tough fiscal and monetary 
stance by the new Labour gov- 
ernment will bring inflation 
back below 3 percent and pro- 
vide a spur to the gilt market," 
they say. 

It wfil not be an easy ride 
with shares likely to come un- 
der pressure in what could be 
a turbulent first six months. But 
institutions are cash rich and 
there is “a of money on the 
sidelines ready to push Foot- 
sie up to around 4,600 by the 
year end". 

Hie Nat West duo appear to 
be at the top of the range with 
the median forecast currently 
resting a little over 4 , 200 . 

In the relaxed atmosphere 
the occasional takeover story 
gathered support 

Yorkshire Electricity en- 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


joyed a modest surge, gaining 
26p to 798 .5p. 

It as seems likely, Northern 
Electric fails to hold off the 
might of the CE Electric bid, 

Yorkshire and Southern Elec- 
tric will be the last survivors of 
the dozen regional electricity 
companies which were priva- 
tised six years ago. 

Yorkshire has been the sub- 
ject of intense speculation in 
the post two years. Early this 
year its shares soared to 898 p 
with many convinced bids were 
on the table. But Yorkshire 
m aintains it never received an 
approach. As Yorkshire shares 
sparked the other survivor was 
in a closed circuit, unchanged 
at 778 Jp. 


OCC International, an Oil 
services group riding at 251 p 
in the spring, was the day’s bid 
victim, receiving an approach 
“which may or may not lead to 

an offer’’. Last week Clyde Pe- 
troleum was the target of a hos- 
tile £ 432 m bid from Gulf 
Canada. 

Halliburton, a US sendees 
group, has approached OGC 
through its Brows & Root 
off-shoot. 

The US group is involved 
with Cairn Energy in devel- 
oping the big Sangu gas field 
in Bangladesh. 

Halliburton is meeting half 
the development costs m ex- 
change for a 25 per cent equi- 
ty interest in the field. 


OGC jumped 41 p to 116 p 
and Cairn moved ahead 55 p 
to a 416 -Sp peak. British-Bor- 
neo rose 16-5 p to 759 p and 
Tutimn 3 p to 237 p. 

Little Emerald Energy 
added OJp to 325 p after an- 
nouncing the start of a seismic 
programme in Colombia. 

British Gas gained 6 p to 
2275 p. It has renegotiated sm- 
other “take or pay 3 North Sea 
deal - this rime with Mobil- 

As part of the settlement, 
British Gas is handing some 
North Sea assets to Mobil. 

Brake Bros, the conve- 
nience food group, was the 
day’s big loser, off 1805 p to 
576 p. Profits are likely to come 
out at £ 24 m against hopes of 
£ 29 m and last year’s £ 27 . lm. 
Problems at its Puritan Maid 
off-shoot did the damage. 

Matthew Clark, the rider 
and wine group, gained 6 p to 
262 _ 5 p as Bass was put forward 
as a possible bidder and Ma- 
jestic Wine, floated last month 


ar l 60 p, attracted a touch of 
seasonal cheer, bubbling 17 p 
higher to 254 - 5 p. . 

Allied Domecq recovered 
14 . 5 p to 439 Jp with maiket 
ynflfrPT Lehman Brothers said 
to be short of stock. 

Lehman also dedared a sur- 
prisingly high 13.5 per cent 
bolding in Acorn Computer, Bi- 
de changed at 195 p. 

Hanover International, the 
hotel group, climbed 12 p to 

1295 pasAIbertE Sharps fund 

management arm took its 
stake to 3.54 per cent 

Guinness Feat, the financial 
group which built a stake in 


gynigC uuauiwvM ~ — 

attempted a bid, continues to 
■ develop a taste for Young & 

Co the family-controlled 

Wandsworth brewery. It has 
lifted its interest in the nonrvot- 
ing shares to 1135 per cent. 
The price held aL 620 p. 

Caspian, which owns Leeds 

United, rose 4 p to a peak of 
443 p. 


BESSSSE*- 

Thomas Jonrdan, the Corby 
trouser press group- „ 

He has acquired a 

cent interest and 

friends account 
1.7 per cent. Jonrdan, winch 
returned to profit last year, 
rose 4 p to 265 p* 

n Enrovein is selling Its 
Sain shot Wasting business 
for neariy£ 13 nL It wiU con- 
centrate on its industrial 
knives operation. 

The deal leaves the com- 

“ - tssimm on 


pyipiu ixi me ^ 

153 per cent and lookingac- 
quisitive. Eurovein may reel 
obliged to quickly locate a 
takeover target. Its shares 

jumped 2l5p to 76-5p; they 
were floated at 141 p two 
years ago. 
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The new problem that is 
thousands of years old 


Maintenance problems drag 
Inspirations to £L3m loss 


“A od it came to pass in 

.fxlhose days that there 
went out a decree from Gar^s ar 
Augustus that all the world 
should be taxed, and all went 
to be taxed, everyone into his 
own city. And Joseph also 

went up from Galilee out of the 

city of Nazareth into Judea 
unto the city of David which is 
called Bethlehem...” Luke, 
Chapter 2. 

Had it not been for an effort 
by a supranational authority, 
concerned about the difficulties 
of collecting tax from eco- 
nomic migrants, Joseph and his 
pregnant wife would have been 
able to stay in Nazareth, and 
the story of the Nativity would 
have been rather different. 

At the weekend, Mr Jurgen 
Stark, a finance ministry stale 
secretary in Germany, said 
that Bonn was planning a cam- 
paign against “tax havens” in 
the EU, s ing ling out the UK. 
It seems that British tax rates 
are one of the reasons why in- 
vestment bankers, including 
many Germans, operate from 
London instead of Frankfurt. 

Germany is not proposing 
that Germans resident in Lon- 
don should have to return to 
their native dties to be taxed, 
though it would be a sight eas- 
ier to hop on a plane back to 
Frankfurt than to trek down 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem, 
half a day’s car ride even today. 
But Germany's concern is sim- 
ilar to that of Caesar Augustus. 
If you have a common curren- 
cy zone with high levels of 
labour mobility it is hard to avoid 
inefficiencies in the tax system. 
Two millennia ago the problem 
was tracking people; now it isthe 
multiplicity of different tax 
regimes. We can, to some extent, 
fix the old problem; but because 
the wodd is less unified, we have 
a problem that they did not have 
lo tackle, the lack of a common 
tax authority. 

In the years ahead this is go- 
ing to get worse. All high-tax 
countries are desperately con- 
cerned about economic mi- 
gration. Germany is concerned 
about the loss of jobs to east- 
I em Europe, partly a function 



Hamish 

McRae 

Companies can 
be a brass plate 
in Liechtenstein 
and operate 
offshore, but the 
people who own 
them have to 
have a home. 
And they can 
be tracked 

of lower wages, but more one 
of less onerous social security 
and tax payments. I was in Swe- 
den last week, and it was point- 
ed out that all the high-profile 
Swedish sports stars lived out- 
ride the country. But at the mo- 
ment we are only seeing a tiny 
change, for only a relatively 
small group of people are free 
to choose their location. As 
electronic communications de- 
velop, and as an increasing pro- 
portion of the world’s labour 
force works on-screen, the pro- 
portion of workers who are free 
to locate anywhere will rise. Wb 
already have an element of tax 
competition within the EU, 
seeking to attract new business 
investment with grants and tax 
breaks. Are we moving to a 
world where tax competition 
extends to individuals and be- 
comes a major way in which 
countries compete? 

Some people have gone 


Foreign Exchange Rates 

Sterling Dollar 

Country Spot 1 moaDi 3 month* Spot tme 

US 18667 8-6 36-33 1000 

Canada 227BS 54-49 *4-156 13672 34- 
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Country Staring DoSar Country Staring 

Argentina 16664 09995 Mger* «U>43 

Austria *2257 *9352 Oman 064® 

Brad 17309 ' 10382 Pakistan 668212 

Chna 13S32B 82970 PMppkWS 438557 

Egypt 56682 34025 Ponugal 

Fnfand 77370 46407 Mar 

Ghana 283254 170000 Russia 925796 

Q veca 4(2049 2R3SQ South Africa 73108 

brfa 59.7346 355400 Taiwan 4 586 13 

Kuwait 05005 03002 UAE 60238 

Forward rates quoted high to tow are at a efiseoum: ninrart from spot rats 
rate quoted kw* lo high are at a premium: add to spot ea» 
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even further than' this, and 
started to ponder whether the 
Internet creates a world where 
companies and people can lo- 
cale themselves beyond the 
bounds of any national au- 
thority. Of course hrnnans have 
to be physically located some- 
where; companies can be a 
brass plate in Liechtenstein 
and have aD their operations 
offshore, but the people who 
own them have to have a home. 
And they can he tracked. The 
advance of electronics, which 
brings us this freedom of lo- 
cation, also makes it easier for 
Caesar Augustus Lo find us. 

But the combination of mo- 
bility and electronics is likely to 
cut away government revenues 
over the next ^generation - it is 
the principal face which seems 
likely to cause the downsizing 
of government. To many this 
may appear welcome, but there 
is the disturbing possibility 
that governments simply will 
not have the revenue necessary 
to perform their basic func- 
tions. This raises two obvious 
questions. What can govern- 
ments do to protect revenue? 
And is there a bedrock of tax- 
ation which win not disappear, 
come what may? 

On the first, the key element 
will be the degree of interna- 
tional co-operation that gov- 
ernments can develop. Within 
the EU there ought to be some 
room for holding tax rates 
within broad bands, but the 
scope win be more limited than 
people like Mr Stark would like. 
Quite aside from the obvious 
political difficulty of a country 
accepting a tax rate derided by 
voters in another, there is the 
practical difficulty that there are 
several places in western Eu- 
rope which are not members of 
the EU: not just Switzerland 
and Norway, but also places like 
the Channel Islands. 

In any case the chief com- 
petition for the EU countries 
will not increasingly be from 
within the EU, but from out- 
side |L Economic power is in- 
evitably shifting to East Asia. 
It is veiy hard to see a gov- 
ernment in China being par- 

interest Rates 

UK Germary 


tiailariy sympathetic to charges 
from Europe that its taxation 
policies are unfair. Even if it 
were possible to co-ordinate 
EU taxation, that would not be 
enough. Indeed it might sim- 
ply put the European time- 
zone at a disadvantage 
compared to the other two 
zones: America and East Asia. 

So, while there may be 
grounds for some internation- 
al co-operation on lax, it would 
be unwise to expea too much. 
An alternative way forward 
would be that adopted by the 
United States, which taxes its 
citizens wherever they live 
world-wide. In theory any 
country concerned about tax 
leakage because of its citizens 
moving abroad could think of 
doing that. But in practice it 
would be very difficult for olh- i 
er countries, ifonly because the , 
attractions of being a citizen of 1 
almost any other country are 
weaker. In the case of Germany ; 
there would be the further 
complication that nationality is | 
by blood - by ancestry - rather 
than by birth. 

The best protection of gov- 
ernment revenues, surely, 
comes on the other side, the 
spending side. Countries with 
very bad public services are un- 
attractive places for either peo- 
ple or businesses to locate. 

In any case there is surely a 
bedrock of taxation which will 
remain. This includes proper- 
ty taxes; a reasonable level of 
rales taxes; fuel and power 
taxation: some (maybe quite 
modest) level of income tax 
Even on pessimistic assump- 
tions, a country ought to be able 
to raise taxation equivalent to, 
say, 25 per cent of GDP, at least 
for another generation. 

But as the demand for 
skilled people rises and as 
these people are free to move 
around more and more, the 
downward pressure on taxation 
will continue. Expect more con- 
cern about ‘•unfair” taxation, 
and increasing efforts la make 
people pay tax in their cities of 
them lineage, even if future tax 
authorities will not force peo- 
ple to go baric there to pay iL 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 

The holiday industry reporting 
season crash-landed yesterday 
as Inspirations reported a 
£13.2m loss for the year to 
September. The tour opera- 
tor, Britain's fourth largest, 
used its results to hit back at 
speculation that its credit lines 
were being scrutinised by the 
Civil Aviation Authority and 
said it had no plans to sell its 97 
AT Mays travel agencies. 

The denial scotched a rumour 
that Carlson, the US travel 
group, was poised to buy the out- 
lets which it already manages in 
order to inject much -needed 
funds into Inspirations’ balance 
sheet A company spokesman 
said that with net cash of £42m. 


Inspirations bad no trouble 
complying with the CAA's bond- 
ing requirements which insist on 
credit lines being available to get 
holidaymakers home in the 
event of a corporate crash. 

The troubled holiday com- 
pany has been in a tailspin 
since maintenance problems 
with its Caledonian Airways 
subsidiary in the summer 
caused delays and disruption 
valued yesterday at £19Jm. 
Putting a figure on the damage 
finally drew a line under a dis- 
astrous three-month period for 
the company during which two 
profits warnings contributed to 
a halving in its share price. 

Inspirations said it had struck 
a compensation deal with British 
Airways Engineering, the air- 
line's maintenance aim which 


LucasVarity 
director quits 


failed to defiver Inspirations' 
planes to an agreed timetable, 

ca nang disruption to the lourop- 

era tor's summer schedule. BA 

will make a payment of £1 .bin to 
Caledonian and subscribe to 
preference shares worth £4. 4m 
m Inspirations. 

BA said yesterday: “British 
Airways Engineering has ac- 
knowledged that there were 
occasions when engineering 
work had taken longer than an- 

tidpated bat safety is para- 
mount and neither Caledonian 
Airways nor British Airways 
would ever aOow this safety to 
be compromised." 

Inspirations shares closed 
yesterday lp higher at 753p. 
above their recent low of 66.5p 
but well below the 152.5p 
reached in August. 

In Brief 


The heavy loss recorded last 
year compared with a profit of 
£7.7m in the 12 months to Sep- 
tember 1 WS and was struck 
from sharply higher sales of 
£4fl3.2m (£356. lm). There was 
a loss per share of 27.7p (earn- 
ings of 18.4p) and □□ dividend 
is to be paid. 

A spokesman said 1990 hail 
got off to a good start and good 
trading had soon resumed alter 
September's difficulties. 

Inspirations’ figures bring to 
an end a mixed reporting sea- 
son for Britain's quoted holiday 
companies. Airtours profits 
took off with its share price but 
First Choice took the opportu- 
nity of appointing a new chid 
executive to slash its dividend 
by a quarter, despite reporting 
higher profits. 


Michael Harrison 

The US stranglehold over Lu- 
casVirity, the Anglo-American 
car components group, grew 
tighter yesterday after John 
Grant, its British finan ce di- 
rector, quit with a payoff worth 
about £576,000. 

Mr Grant, who had been at 
Lucas for four years, is being re- 
placed by NeO Arnold, who was 
chief financial officer at Varity 
for six years before being put in 
charge of corporate develop- 
ment when the two companies 
merged. Mr Arnold will not be 
on the board of LucasVarity, 
meaning that the company’s 
only executive director now is 
its chief executive, Victor Rice, 
the former head of Varity. 

The group denied that Mr 
Grant had clashed with Mr 
Rice or that they had fallen out 
over group strategy, which in- 
volves shedding 3,000 workers 
and disposing of 13 subsidiaries, 
all of them former Lucas busi- 
nesses, over the next two years. 

A spokesman said the board 
had decided to terminate Mr 

Liffe Financial Futures 


Gone: John Grant received 
a payoff worth £576,000 

Grant's contract because it 
needed “someone who was 
more global in orientation and 
more experienced”. 

Mr Grant was on a two-year 
rolling contract and received a 
salary, including perks and pen- 
sion entitlements, of £288,000 
in the year to the end of Jnly. 
The spokesman said his con- 
tract, which was terminated 
last Friday, would be met in fulL 

News of Mr Grant’s depar- 
ture sent shares in Lucas Veri- 
ty 6p lower to 226 Jp. 


• British Gas said it would transfer stakes in some of its North 

Sea production and transportation assets to Mobil in exehange 
for new terms on high-priced supply contracts with the US oil 
and gas company. The UK gas supplier said two long-term sup- 
ply contracts, which had forced it to buy gas above market rates, 
would be terminated. fUnombn}: 

• liffe. the London futures and options exchange, will set up 
its new trading floor and offices at a site in Spilatfields, in a deal 
guaranteed fcy the Chy Corporation. The exchange, which is grow- 
ing quickly, bad looked at six possible venues, one of which was 
at Canary Wharf, in the London Docklands area. 

• Clyde Petroleum rejected Gulf Canada's £432m approach yes- 
terday, saying: “This opportunistic offer gains no credibility from 
the highly selective statistics used by Gulf Canada. These statis- 
tics ignore the real value of Clyde, as Clyde management and its 
financial advisers will demonstrate to shareholders.” 

■ Burnfield said yesterday it had rejected an informal approach 
from Fairey of a slightly higher all-paper offer because it repre- 
sented only a small increase on the existing one-for-four terms 
and was contingent on an existing 135p-a-snarc cash offer laps- 
ing. Burnfield shares dosed 2p higher ai 143_5p. 

• Net retail sales of unit trusts reached £409m in November, 
more than 30 per cent up on the total reached 12 months ago. 
and the second highest on record, according to figures from the 
Association of Unit Trusts and Investment Funds. Net sales of 
PEPswere £309m, up from £283m in October and £273m at the 
same time last year. 

• Amersham International has bought an Italian radiophar- 
maceutical business from Sorin Biomedica in an film deal that 
completes its present acquisition plans in Europe. The Italian com- 
pany, based in Turin, made £1.6m last year on sales of £13m and 
is the market leader in southern Europe. 
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Latest Unit Trust Prices 
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RACING: Eleven Boxing Day cards but all eyes will be on the favourite for the King George VI Chase and his I c ^ asl g 

One Man to elevate Dunwoodv Safe 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 

When Thomas Richard D un- 
woody MBE throws his leg 
: over the hot favourite. One 
Man, before the main event at 
Kempton on Boxing Day, the 
; leg will sport patches the colour 
' of Christmas pudding. If the 32- 
r vear-old jockey wins the King 
I "George VI Chase he will create 
black marks elsewhere -on the 
: leaves of the record book - as 
' the first rider to win the race 
. four times. 

If anything kept Dunwoody 

■ bouncing as Perfect Pal de- 
! posited his partner on Ascot's 
: turf on Saturday it must have 

been the thought that he wQl sel- 
dom go into a championship 
contest such as Thursday’s with 
' such bounteous prospects. The 
; Irishman understands that his 
; competitive career is unlikely to 
make it to the millenium and, 

- indeed, even that is an impos- 
sibly long-range target. “It could 
; all be finished today, tomorrow 
, or on Boxing Day," he said. 
“You can never look too far 
ahead in this game." 

; In some circles it had been 
portrayed that Dunwoody had 
chosen One Man for the King 

■ George in preference to the 
Irish horse Sound Man (no re- 


KEMPTON 


12.40 Secret Spring 
ULO Aardwotf 
JL40 AJbemfne (nb) 


lation), but the reality is that he 
has a verbal agreement with the 
former's connections to ride the 
grey all season. This bonding 
cannot have been difficult for 
the jockey if even the tiniest ves- 
tige of One Man’s previous 
win in this race remained in 
Dunwoody’s mind. That event, 
rescheduled to Sandown in Jan- 
uary, gives his rider the chance 
to go into quiz literature as the 
only man to win the race twice 
in one year. 

One Man was as devastating, 
at Esher lastvear as much as he 
was disappointing in the Gold 
Cup. It is to the eight-year-old's 
advantage chat he now goes for 
a contest that delights in re- 
crowning its champions. Since 
1973 there have been six hors- 
es who have won at least two 
King Georges, a feat that has not 
been achieved once in the Gold 
Cup over the same period. 

The greatest of them all. of 
course, was another of One 
Man’s hue, Desert Orchid, who 
made six consecutive appear- 
ances in the King George, win- 
ning on four occasions. Dessie 
further proves that age has not 
wearied him when he parades 
on Thursday just a week before 
his 18th birthday. 

Barton Bank, the winner in 
1993, will also put in an ap- 




pearance (still on a competitive 
level), but there will be no show 
horn foe 1994 victor, Algan, who 
was not among the four-strong 
contingent that set out from 
Frangois Doumen’s Lamortaye 
yard in France for England jyes- 
terday morning. “It is entirely 
because of the ground,” the 
trainer said. “It’s a bloody 
shame because he is so welL" 

Two other horses (Sound 
Man and Oalis Regrets) 
dropped out at yesterday's for- 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Aardwotf 
(Kempton 110 ) 

NB: Chm-Yo 

(Kempton 1-40) 

feit stage, leaving a maximun 
force of eight. However, the 
state of the Kempton going, and 
the state of one of Mr Mulli- 
gan's feet, means the field may 
eventually be whittled down to 
four and the smallest field since 
Btxrrough Hill Lad beat two op- 
ponents in 1984. 

Mr M ulli gan siigtftin<»rl 
bruising after stepping on a 
stone. His foot is occupying a re- 
ceptacle normally reserved for 
champagne over the festive pe- 
riod, an Jce-fiUed bucket Ccrald- 
nt Be Better and Trying Again 


are also likely to be withdrawn 
if the ground is oil the fast side 
of good, while, even more dis- 
appointingly, there are doubts 
about the participation of the 
second favourite and Grand 
National winner, Rough Quest 
Tferry Casey, the gelding's train- 
er, will want the course today to 
determine whether the 10-year- 
old takes part. 

Rough Quest was received so 
wdl after his win in a Folkestone 
novice hurdle last week that it 
came as a bit of a surprise that 
he was not borne into the win- 
ners' enclosure on a garlanded 
platform carried by a team of 
eunuchs. This, however, was not 
a performance that had either 
Gordon Richards, One Man's 
trainer, or Dunwoody, hurrying 
to the drinks cabinet in search, 
of comfort. “I do see Rough 
Quest as the danger, but if 
One Man bad been in tbat 
[Folkestone] race we would 
have expected him to win too 
and he wouldn't have started at 
5-1 either," Dunwoody said. 

If Rough Quest defects, 
many people's idea of the dan- 
ger will be Strong Promise, the 
Murphy’s Gold Cup runner-up. 
However, a line through his re- 
cent Ascot victim. Major Bell, 
suggests Geoff Hubbard’s 
young horse would have a job 


bearing One Man's stablemate 
Unguided Missile, never mind 
the big horse himse lf. As the 
three-mile trip is also an un- 
known factor, it may be best to 
stick with Barton rank for the 
forecast 

The greatest peril to One 
Man comes from another fore- 
cast, that of the weather. Kemp- 
ton is held at the moment by the 
sort of central continental con- 
ditions more reminiscent of. 
the Canadian prairies. The at- 
mosphere is icide cold and a 
slicing wind is tearing across 
Sun bury, where sub-zero tem- 
peratures are anticipated over 
the next few days. Last Boxing 
Day all 10 cards were claimed 
by the elements, but Peter Mc- 
Nefle, the Kempton clerk of the 
course, was confident yesterday 
that the frost could be repelled. 

If racing does go ahead it will 
be the last time that Kempton's 
unique Yuletide atmosphere is 
enjoyed in this particular back- 
drop. When the crowds returns 
to Kempton for Boxing Day 
1997 it will be to a new £8.4m 
grandstand development, on 
which work will begin in Feb- 
ruary. Richard Dunwoody and 
One Man (2.15) are most like- 
ly to be at the head of any grand- 
stand finish to finish the old 
grandstand. 



Pick of the crop: One Man Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 


kempton 

L10: AAKDWOLF beat more ex- 
perienced horses ewer this trip at 
Sandown last time and showed 
that he has Ihe pace for this 
quicker course when previously 
winning ore r two miles. See More 
Business, narrowly beaten by 
Dorans Pride last time, is the one 

to overcome, while Hatdnin Bqj 
and Solomon’s Dancer might be 
better suited by softer going. 

□□O 

1.4ft ALBEM1NE, who is well 
suited by fast ground and a flat 
track, can overcome Qtai-Yo. 

(X3Q 

2.15: If MK MULLIGAN can 
overcome the minor injury be suf- 
fated this week then he represents 
a good alternative to One Man, 
who is perhaps overrated. The se- 
lection put up an outstanding per- 
formance in heating Nab then 
Lod at Ascot in February, but has 
been let down by his jumping on 
his last two starts. A return to a 
right-handed track maybe bene- 
ficial. Conversely. Rough Quest 
would be happier racing anti- 
dockwise with case in the ground. 
Strong Promise, who will appre- 
ciate the going, cannot be ruled 
out, but is stepping up in trip. 

CDQ 

2^45: POTTER'S BAY and Mis- 
ter Drum arc closely matched but 
the selection may cope best with 
the fast ground conditions. 


HYPERION 

2JL5 Mr MuHtgan 
2j45 Potter’s Bay 
3L15 Lansdowne 


GOING: Good. 

■ Rijjhi -hand courao. Practically Du. Run-in of ^OOjd. 

■ Course is on A30S at Banbury. (Bob fink tram Richmond Underground station.) Kemp- 
lon Park railway autlon adtoins couroe. ADMISSION: Club £26, Juniors (18 loBS-ycer- 
akfe) SIC; Grandstand &15; SDvcr Ring 57. Acco m pa n ied children tmdcr-16 Free. CAB 
PAUL- Main area 5fi; SUvvr Ring and centre of coorae free. 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: D Nicholson — 17 winner* from 60 nm- 
ncni gives ■wccesirailo of 2SDtV and akwios&l icvd auke of S0JJ7; H Plpo — iu 
winner*, ns runners. ItO-TW, +51:5.13; N Henderson — 12 winners, 73 runners, 16.44V. 
S 1.1(1; N Twtrteo-Dcvtaa — 8 w Innas, 61 runners, I5.7H, -523 M. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Osborne — 27 wlnmss, 1 1 1 rides, 24.3%, +524.10; RDrae- 
woody — 20 winners, 104 rides, 1922%, -531.39; A Maguire — 17 wtamos, 79 rides. 
2I.0«o. -57. 1 1; U A FUagerald — 17 wimtera, 90 rides, ifcfl%, -41.89. 

BLINKERED FIRST TIM E: None . 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAT& None. 

LON6-DISTANCB RONNESSc SohsaoD's Dancer ( 1 . 10) A Oae Mas GL 1 6) lwve been scM 
293 irHcs by G Richards from Greystobe, Cumbria. 

Iir> An i good job novice hurdle (class b) £14000 added 
L±±L!!iI 2m Penalty Value £7,263 

1 111111 KAItASH (USA) (40) (D) 9** Refchar) M Rpa5UlQ APHcQoy 

2 0-21 D«EBOm(21}n(Ct^DOIIim RHogrei 

3 2 DESERT GRTOi [FR] (21) (BF) (fita P JuboO R tamon 7 11 5 NV tarns 

4 QI24QO- DONAHS FLUTTER (385) IRV WdfJU) D EtorarthS 115 P Haley 

5 town snnr (ram Rung femes iwicwsi* us i, today 

6 0 MIWSUR (21) (Ed Metofi) rt Henderson 4 11 5 <~fibgnid 

r TO MGW FUWE (FR) pi) (Us Fiona GadDn) S Wbodrnsn 4 U S XU 

8 393 NOniNICE RMCE (2B) (Rnls Qpri Mss 6qi Kdoaay 5 11 5 Lite, rank 

9 -itWMP PMJUUMBOY(20)(tabdunLtiMBiidasltadwti)MsJReiler6 15—CMratie 

10 1 PROTON (21) gtyCtamVIUrRmg) R Nefud (I US— _______ —JtDmwody 

11 wsirmi iiniuMdi^nuririMriH 

12 2-12 SECRET SHtiNB (Ffo (28) (D) (BF) (M K Georgs) P Hedg? 4 US MHUratto 

13 004-52 MOOR HALL LADy (M) (R S BraaMnnel N Batiba&5110 

. 13 dfldral" 

BETtW&W Muh, M Sanreariao, S-lPratoo, 10-1 Dasait teen, 12-lDrewgM, Secret Sprtog, 
14-1 Lsadhrg Spirit, 16-1 often 
1905: meeting abandoned 

FORM GUIDE 

SANMARTMO. the 199S Ebor victor, has had its mended hurenng debut delayed three 
times by the weather and. although he mi not find it easy wttti Kotiaah. Proton and Dmo- 
goM among tvs mats, the son of SaSe can sm start rmnawcareersuccesEfuiy. Sanmaruw, 
formerly trained by Bony this and nw in David Nfchoison's amble tan stR armed by Xhelld 
AbduBan, s sure m know his new Job and wdi not lack for fitness. Kaftaah b undefened af- 
ter sewn races - Kw bumpers (one last seaarxi) an d Owes hunfle races - most recently 
maiung al » slam Herbert Lodge sewn lengms a Cnattenftam. The five-year-dd. who rep- 
resents Moron Pipe’s stable m preference to two others, mqpn not have Unshed mprwwg 
yci and rates the chief threat Proton, another farmner useful Flat racer, dammed Desert 
Green (who went off favourite) nine tenants when both made their debuts at Wfadsor and 
they me« on identical (eims. Dane&>U justified favoritism at Wfadsor an only hfa second 
outing titts term and thud si al and <s another Holy to on better. Lowing Spirit. who mates 
te hunamg tin*. vras a decent type on the Rat scoring twtoe this year, the latest irate 9st 
12ib m a OeW of IB here at September. S e le ct io n: SANMAKT1N0 

|l inlPERTEMPS RECRUITMENT FELTHAM NOVICE I 

i~ u l CHASE (CLASS A) (Grade 1) £35,000 3m L22J 

Penalty Value £22350 

1 tPPP-ll MRDWOLF tl9)lO)lLadyCammO»TXjaertCaa*E5117 C&wley 

2 453 31f BOCntOU5EBOr(12)nhBBM*yBa|5)NI«sMrvOa«s6U7 C Maude 


3 1-11300 DJEDDHH (fR) (25) (Ms StEia Qiant) F Dounui (Ft) 5 11 7 i AKberkat 

4 AV-1211 RNElWK<2q{CO)(PnRVta9n(DMlAPamo7U7 MAFtagnld 

5 aOF12-l HflCHMf BOT(27) nOfebatSenoff DNch0lmi611 7 Alleedn 

6 11112 SamOREBU8MSS(2Qn>KBanMrAJAWgHy)PMclnfe6117 APMoCuy 

7 213-112 SOUMOirstMICHt(USNmUHMGIWwdi611T RDramoft 

-7dMM- 

BETTMG: 8-4 Sea Mom BoMneae, 7-2 AartMV, e-1 Rnathyaa, 7-1 BocMnme Boy, 8-LHatthaw 
Boy, DJsthfeh, 12-lSctomoa’s Dmeer 

FORM GUIDE 

Paul Nichdls. who landad this in 1993 with See More fndfetw, shooid be on the merfe agein, 
ttfs bnra with SEE MORE BUSMESS. Wkner of both completed starts si poait-to-poinis, 
the sbi-yearHjW won al three trf Ns now» hurtles fast season and went M first bme up owr 
fences when tfedmtng Wee Windy «Ht MUM « Chepstow, shere BboMmum Boy (same 
terms) was 11 lengths further away last of three- My selection ran a bilndar when beaten a 
length by Dorans MM k Fanyhouse - thud-pteeed BueutM Options was a Mm beak 
- and wa tala some besdng here. Bucftftouse Bay best Ftodbnfter Star 25 lengths at Naw- 
buqfnMDiM but fea when feadngm FoodbrNoer Star's race « UngWd. Aenhwoir has a 
100 per cera record afte: two outings this term, defeating Amancro 19 lengths owr two 
nles at Sandown and mching out Mcyor Summit tn an extended three-mllar an the same 
track. He looks the rtgu one for forecast backers. Soiomoa’s Dancer, who sports the One 
Men colours of John Hale, was the epitome of eonsfetaney over timber last term and has 
taken kindly to the larger obstacles, wmntngNs liisi two chases at Carfisle and Newcastle 
and fintshrtg a two-and-a-haif-length second ro the odds-on Sparty Gayle on b return to the 
latter course. This is a new tnp fOr hstt but he should fast It out on tha easy track. Finn 
Thyne has landed three of he four dieses Oncfodfog a dead-heat with Benjde Not To at 
Kempton) and was runner -to to Cal Equfaama at Wbroaster m the other but has more on 
ta plate bus lima, aa does Hatcbam Boy, who made a winrang fencing bow at Newbury, 
thougi die fast named fe bound n Improwi. S e facM o ni SEE MORE BUSPESS 

[4 An I NETWORK PERSONNEL HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS B) £10)000 2m Penalty Value £A£27 

1 1005-30 IHMKIiG^ WKE (USA) OH TO B UcOaW H tandsam 7 11 10 M A (lifts*! 

2 21-1121 CHSPfO pi) d)] (faefc Iflney} J OB 6 10 12 G llpton 

3 523P-52 AU8mE(USNCiq(D)(UaJCed)MsJCed71010 1 Knot 

4 2F21P-3 MHIMSiC(27)(D)(1h6VMTaVHiiRaitnadipi JF«6100— ; SFoot 

5 211 VErAGNN(LR(APa«n|M»6lfefaNrM00 : A P McCoy 

6 P13SU PH9MC DANCE (21) (TW Kng M Hayrws G100 DSkynas 

-6 dadanxl - 

AMrua ne^c IDS. Due hm«wp netfas hannsgc BBI3A IWAfth 9s 10ft PyatieDmTaab. 
BETTMfe llrlfl Aftaotoe, 4-1^ YMAftSa, 7-ltatomogc,8-11Hritog1Mce, 33-1 P*iNe 

Dsaoe 

FORM GUDE 

CHA1-YO at much improved Ota season and can mala It four wins out of Are despite me- 
ing off a 15» higher mark then when ^ning Ns firer success of the season at Haydock fast 
month. JSm OkTs charge later won at Amtree and Chettorhan. ha only morse befog when 
finding Meter Morose eight lengths too EPod at Newbury on Ns pu mi n ma lB start whan In- 
terraaglc firsshed a lenfph and threequartBffiadflft in thM and IttMdaglMce was miles 
behind ki ninth. Chal-Yo should aptn haw the measure of that par who meet him on 78: 
and Ufa better terms, nspecatwly. ARMmbw looks the man danger. Jufie Cool's runner 
had the thud 19 lenfthsaw^r when ft*ig under three parts of a length to Most Equal at 
Huntngdon on only Ns second outing of the season, and lifeefly » improve. Vet Apfa, who 
has a preferred enrolment at Woterhampmn, has been successful fa the tastbM) of Ns 
three starts ««r umber, both nemee events at TBumon after (Wshirig second In a sefcr on 
his debut SriecHm: CHAI-YO 

|Q ie| PERTEMPS KING GEOR^ VI CHASE (CLASS A) EStt 
(Grade 1)£KKMNX> 3m Penalty Value £63^25 

1 4420-25 BARTON BANK (40) {CD) 9*3 J MaJ(8 D Ifididson ID 11 10 AHsgGn 

2 F3ff-20 COWJUCIBEBETIHJ (28) (D}(RABHMB4CBnoAs91110 GBnGsy 

3 11112-4 lffilMIUiBAM(W(qm(MAGWtotsnatNDBnce81110 A P McCoy 

4 21121-6 NAHIHEN UD (B) (1 Shan MsJRtraen 7 1110 NMfamiuui 

5 filllfi-l OK MAN (5R (D) U NtoSJ G Rlcbnk B 11 10 RDwMnoSy 

6 2F123-1 R0UGHQI£ST(9) (CD) MTAtfetzti TCaseylO U10 MARbgHm 

7 121121 51BDH8 WWSE B3) |G HUbbSHfl G HubOad 5 11 10 ■ KGtoAe 

8 1PU-12 THWia AGAM p9) {q(W H Dorej DGenMbSUlD Dtatt 

__u M 

BETTMfc 4-7 One Man, 4-1 Roogi Qeert. fr-1 Sbtmg FmdIm, 10-1 BMca Be*, 1M Trjtog Aftto, 

20-1 Mr MURgot SU taUNto lad, 50-1 CculM Be Bettor 

1996 (ran at Sandown, 6 Jaa): One Men 8 11 10 R Dunwa# 11-4 (G RWwds) U tan 


FORM GUIDE 

Thera hate been several dual winners of the evert, which dates back to 1937, ami ONE 
RUN looks potoen tn follow up fast season's vtasty when the raoe was staged at Sandown. 
Gordon Richards's gray won Ns drat two starts fast season, at Ityr and Haydock and was 
compfetfng a hat-trick when wtrmng this erent by 14 lengths from Monsieur Le Cure. One 

Man faded 10 Rww Ns reel tbnn when tawutlB end a 34-l«i0h itaoh to bnpenel Cal in the 

Gold Cup, dropping out quaMy between the last two fences but looked as good as ever when 
aia i s ia ngP e tten s Da n H sawn mfthB at Haycock on Ns reran and they meet on the same 
terms. Bartons Bank, winner of Has m 1993 and dear only to bfandar and unseat at the 
last fa 1994, was benutd when puled up Mom two out fast tom. Grand National hare Roaftt 
Quest who took a maden hunfe at Fbitastone daspfes being thought Bfaty m need the 
run. had CotSrmt Be Better 19 lengths ttehtad In thud when a tor-tengffi second In me 
Gold Cup bta One Man diciid turn around Chakenham nmfagwkh both. Rough Qubtt may 
priwlda most danger, thou^u Strang Prarafaw, who has wan four ol te six chases - n- 
dut&ng the Rrst Bank Gold Cup at Ascot a week after taring nanowv behind amonger Du 
Luc in the Murph/s Gold Cup at CheRenham - tackkts tNea mlfas tor the first dme. The six. 
year-okl ftmdd the dfaanoa on tbto sham couse and, whist he may not be pod snoutfl 
tocapewfmOneManvidRou0iQuestatiawisrtlhisNageofNscBreer.cantaka.rre- 
nor honours. Nahtbon Lad, whose tou-vkaorMB fa 1995-96 Irtcfaded Bn Sun Mma Chna, 
flntdred wed beaten over hinfles at Bangor an his reappearance but wit be sharper tor the 
run. HR- MAftm, one of last season's barfing Bgus among the novice dtaappofatad rtten 
fourth to Befawn King at Cnqutow. But he wtssmo fitter now vid, on Bfo more fmurable 
terms, can reverae ihe fenn wkh Dybic Again ( prefers soft gong, who Mshed second. 
However, neither of them appear gpodenmigi here. S ele ct ion: ONE man 

NETWORK DE9GN VWYWURD LAD NOVICE CHASE £4(54!,] 
(CLASS B] £15^)00 2m 4f 110yds Pen Val £10309 

1 1/23FU M I L Uil Ara pro e»3I0sdt Joseph) PWlbs 5 117 NtMMmson 

2 11-1211 MSIHI DRUM Pg) (D) (kbfcchl Bsttfllkld M MNnion 7 11 7 RDmoofiy 

3 121-111 POnBrSBKr(M)(D|(MaJEPoaeODr«Cholsotl7117 AMfato 

4 2TO-351 SUBtME F&1XW(22) dadyArratxIGrtfaTdM N Uendsson 6117 MARbgtnU 

-46echnd- 

BEntNb 54 Pottsrt Bay. M Hsfa Oran, 4-1 faerabodr, 1-i. ScMns Mow 
FORMQUTOE 

Twtoe a IwnSas scorer in 1995-96, POTiars BAY Is iirtreaten after tNee run over fences 
and Is set to extend the sequence » four. David Ntohatson's aimer hasn't beaten a peat 
deal at Huntington (twee) and Sandown, where he acoountedlDrsoitary riwl Triple VWtoh- 
tog by a length but tbere Is betzsr stffl to come from this severvyeac-okj end Ns turn of foot 
can see off Mater Dram and OMenbadc Mister Drum has landad ttm„af Ns four chas- 
es, ffalsNng second to Lively Knigrt at Hurtfaglonfa the o t h er and,"belng a fiont^iomer. 
wd be wefl at home on this back. Qaenback. who won ei0« tudte races h 1994-95. missed 
last season. He is on a hat-tnek but wE find Oss much tou0ter than when wfanfag at Taunton 
end Fbfcaaona. as wil Sifoiew TsB ow Then when ha scored at Hereford an d Soutf MBl- 
ho was unpiaced at Bangx in between. S ele ct io n: POTTER'S BAT 

iQicl PERTEMPS CRACK CLUB HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 

£1^000 added 3m 110yds Penalty VOiue £6^12 

1 202223 MYITONS CHOICE (2Q| gBF) «GOUnn MylBX) 0 NchoNon 5 11 10 illigfa 

2 33-2124 [AWDOWtE pi) W F Dereneed) P Nmols 8 11 7 A P McCoy 

3 11604 CASILE C0UMGB1US (12) (Q ffadyMuy MurdoRfi Lady Hanes 9 11 7 EMwpby 

4 AFFR-4 Pt3USWOOO (57) (CD) IPbwT^W M Channcn 8 U 1 RHegMs 

5 1418-35 lllinraroPJifoqpftCMgrtockaiflll HDwrwoofor 

B 30-5312 T*(19)(Q (Ihe CfflCkQUjJJJerlOT 61flB MANbgnnU 

7 06P-515 C««NlfWrtlllHBDHsBiMBcm*sJHBmU104. - MWi wu oa 

8 056-613 WCffttCBEAltflP) (0 (Sr tfchdaiVWson) J Ups3fl7 104 CMasds 

9 2/904(5- EAUNS COURT f404)(RSft«)iifttJBe)N Batten 7 100 

-Sdedsrad- 

Mranuii itc^x: 107. Inw hatJcw Eatng Cout 9st 1A. 

flBTMfo 11-4 Ryttort GhsiM, M laoadowae, 5-lTtot, 6-lMdtTta Bwk, 7-lCMto Caaragwnh 
84. Un, OokBMy Bpy, 12-1 NfetoS 

FORM GUDE 

Oaspitt top «wi0ff. MYTUVTS CHOICE, a cansctont type, can gtrin a well desereed rabim 
to winning form after three seconds and a Had since Ns successful reappearance « Chep- 
stow fa October. Ha was beaten only a length and a quarter and a length tv Balanak and 
Karsh (winner since) at Wbratoh - CasOa Cou ra g eous some way back In smanh - and 
short) fast our the tnp wnkfa he tacMas lor the Ifest fln». Uncdowue has also been jun- 
reng wel end won over slgfoy farther at Newbvwy in October fa batmen seconds to impe- 
rial Vintage (over fenced at Newton Abba an Ns return and behind Giysert at Wfacanton 
while ha was fourth to General Tonic on a return to Chepstow tost time. Cokemy Boy, un- 
placed to Top Javaln at Newton Abbot last time, earner got home by hair a tangh 9om Tin 
at Sandoum but tha second should reverse that naming on 31b better terms. 

SafacBoK MmOfTS CHOICE 


1 1 ~ K~l NG GEORGE VI CHASE - 10 -YEAR -TALE 





46 9^-. ID-1 1-1 » 2 ^ 


£lrt^ra:ftaWirft^-iXL58. seooud fawurtte* -EE.K 


eci ta w re feg vgjg; ** « Bid In fastraoae 56% . _i. 

Tfasert Oriftld i-a (199« . '■ K " )om t te*ytts 




, Tha Fellow (19918 19921. Algan 


RJXimmeqym Degert 0reNd.il9B9 A 1390), One Man U9g) 


Bookmakers' ante-post lists are 
racing’s futures market Read- 
ers can catch up with the latest 
developments - best prices are 
m bold -m this sphere with 
Independent’s Thesday service. 

King George VI Cause: Bar- 


market 

ton Bank is a top-priced 14- 1 
with the Tbte - William HiU and 
. Ladbrokes go 9-1. 

Welsh National Handicap 
Chase: Moorcroft Boy is 25-1 
(William HiU) - Coral go 14-1. 

Ian Davies 



Eocn-wqy one IMfi the odds, pieces 1,2. 3 (Kempton. Thursday.; 


MARKET RASEN 

HYPERION 

1230 Chorus Line UOO QaHbury 135 Rosencnmtz 
2 jOS Ivy House i35 Mister THck 3 j 05 Denham 
Hffl 335 Brambles Way 


GOING: r amnl, linnd to iiull on llaw nviw m snlgilt 

■ Rqdo -liunL sharp, undulating rirvutt- Kun-ln of one (uriong. 

■ t'i>ur<r » rasi ullnim on .Wll Murkn llbwn auilaa (Ltncaht 

■ t Irmwlrv Law I lm ADMISSION: rtub 5 lL’; Tauen«lt»58 (DAIS 
wl.i an- nnmtH-m uf niurw-'s hiU1«< lluh SI); Stlwr Rtnu Sf> (Ja- 
hiliv rTuh tVUSU 714)1. CAKPARK: pirnir ux-uLL nss ftw. 
BUNKERED FTtJfr TIME: Lord Vkki2.:<TO. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEWN DATS: Nmr 
LONG D [STANCE RUNNERS: Tread Tire Board. ( I 00). Oat 
KsbUbk i I ..{*■)& BuuAowi Dill | J UTil have bera rent iW ibIIk 
:■» M I'nw fnni MrlwlBlioiH 1 , Hwa. 

p i V, EBF NOVICE CHASE QUALIFIER (CLASS 
D) £5300 added maros 2m If 110yds 

: MW- CALL IE aiACX POB) U Njrrrxnd 7 10 12 

■’ WC CHORUS IWE (EG) PBkmivh 7 10 U JBQrelMa(7) 

'• ■ KMBETM HOWARD (ZU (BF) Mn D KstK 6 ID 12 

4 4JKSW 0U)BCIST(23foMR.SSnWl6 10 12 

'i P PfBMfTTYE PEWIT (30) 1*9 D rtew 5 10 12 

n iiii !■ «ii 

BCnWR; 441 HmrMta Hoaart. 4-1 Ctiores Una, 5-1 CM Ufa Black. 8-1 
OM fartay, as i RMUva Pmy 

r^rKfTI J. AND G. COOK SELLING H’CAP HURDLE 
\- LAJXJ \ (CLASS G) £24.00 added 2m If 110yds 

: 0K1Q MHSTOTS MMMM (17) Pff J Node 5 12 Q J A Mcdnfer V 
714 p 1RE4DIMK BOUDS (19) MR U Bt» 5 11 10 J Mom (I) 

■< f-2K14 SEA 000 fall UCfl^mji ^11 8 .WWortWw Po o 

4 t.'i'-uaa DUBORrsmWDpOfoDBmwiSn: MBrem 

i 1 TOUtSJON UDy life J Ultmw 4 11 1. PMm 


HYPERION 

U>5 Tristram^ Image 135 Dragonmfst Z05 
Spoedwefl Prhioa 2L35 The Brewer 3 j 05 Ardent 

lore 335 Swan Street 

GOING- rj.md. 

■ KigW-hanl -iipr with tNHFyil nm-fa. 

H LiXiTM: ei N id iily un A III. ili-nTont -laDon Idl ADMISSION: 
i ‘lul l 1 1 J. Ta niTH^lh.511; r«Mim.i. i nckwu»r ili. CAR PAKK: Free. 
RUNKEEED FIRST TtMH rmbcck Cmllcr (^ir,). Nordic Brreir 
< fir.i. Coaa PT L» wr nbwr. i.ifi), Hagb Dwshsfa [rtmr, Iffi) 
WIWEBS IN THE LAST SEVEN DASH.- Captain StuekfertVJjn) 
mi 4 Hnclnnl on FHday. 

UMG.D1STA.NCE UDNNEBS: Qwlel MIM rw i \,C,\ tan twen sm 
IM1 irutf" ht W [trrhrfl tmm Arauht, llmnhcmkh:. 

fl Vic'l GOOSE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
L±2^J £3^00 added 2m 3f Uflyds 
1 zm MQ5ra«MEEaE(iqURinBnM6U().. I 6Hogn(3) 
15 WCHC IRfoMPH pjlj UBads&xka 1012 J.Harw>y 

3 CARROTS l*s A K^g 10 iQ 12 JHr 0 UcFM (7) 

4 COUNTRY LDVSt M ftp? b 10 12 B teWV 

5 30&J4 MWAH HU R4} C Uni 5 ID 12 IUagM(3) 

6 .334-C ffC SH [W) (PF) I Thortan fonts G 10 12 Dlarty 

7 00 UMKNlMMMR{K)Nli«n>t)ac951Q12.£U8mgja 

6 OCW HRIiWCT0rarwRctvsi»51012^ ) Prior f7) 

1 33? PtonsnORNGC(W)tHDisyiLna610ELEIUmilQ 

V *13-40 SRMG DOUE (24) N Twsbr^Dauoi 5 lOU^CUMfan 

a 6 SnniffMtWMHS? 06) N Henman 4 10 12 

IT Z2 THSmAATS IMA6C (26) ®f) N Hmderaai 5 ID L2 T 


6 06300-2 nm)CRAiERr(2q)(a))Klta9n5U0 ASSMA 

7 023-04P SHARMOOR (7) Mss L SdtiM 4 10 13 F Lady <3} 

8 060PDP BnN*BAMUS|»)mMOBpnisn5UllJHBMBray[7} 

9 51X403 OAnURfCUB MKLStdtial4 10 7 DorakBpM 

10 004 B0U)TOP 113) SHOtfwel 4 106 BMm(7)V 

11 OPE DMMQ RIDE (20) J Sown 5100 VSaM 

12 DOOffO toOOOUNDSBranriWPFBchwtiSlOO RBoRmy 

-12doctorad- 

Momun Mtfto Hte. 7m handop iregric Hbotibntil Bargy 5H 3fa 
BETIWG: 4-1 MhoUr 1 * Morton, 94 SwOM.S'Liraad Hie Brants, Toto- 
stn Lady. 0-1 WMOwrAlnL 8-1 DagortSUand. 10-1 rthore 

nrocl ROSHJAND GROUP HANDICAP HURDLE 
|X^aq| (CLASS D) £6^500 added 2m 3f UOyds 

1 0662' JUMGtEKMff(L333)KttoftnlO120 1 A McCarthy 

2 112411 IW RAMWG (FR) (14) m M Bp; 4 11 12 B Moore (7) 

3 U3.D5 BUMBM DQ K Moghi 5 11 10 ASSotti 

4 233302 MPMNOUR (BM) (1^ C Man 4 ll 6 IN^ratoB 

5 41-3232 tORD MCMURROUGH (19) CD) iNode o U 4 — M Brerara 

6 01-112 mSBCRMaZ(2q(BF)Ufe&Vira3nK4ll2 PNM 

7 3533(06 DUAia*ASE(10) JFcGeraB9U0 WDran 

8 111441}. CAN GAN CMARUE (28Q (G) J Face 6 10 13 VSnMi 

9 21P442 BUJISA (22} M Hammond 4 ifl 13 RCtotfoy 

10 3>1P&4* snR OF DAVID (80) (CD) MssAEntumsB 10 U_J Ryra 

11 2D2&3F SUDDEN SFM (8) (BF) J Noon 5 10 8 BBrattan(7] 

12 122U6-P MANOIEIE (2R Mn Mena Jutes 5 10 7 DarekBftra 

U 51260PI' MAJOR YAAS (USA) (62S) JGkmS 10 1 R Matey 

14 22315 YOUNG RADCALpfo Rbpsji 4 100 DHonto 

15 20E044) TRKtiWS COMET (200) (C| J L Mams 9 ID 0 Jhjjr laato (3) 

- 15 rioia eti - 

Afnrnun wd&t: ICsl True ftandcap aegKs: ttourig Ratal 9st 120, T Kr 

tart cam 9a 1*. 

BEITa« 11-4 Oat RaoMog. 4-1 Hppraore. 6-1 itiwrarrinN, «H R m- 
sa, Oral Image. 12-1 lard M rM ari ra g t , Saddra Spta, 14-1 outers 

fnnrl LMCOLNSfffiS NATIONAL hTCAP CHASE 
(CLASS C) £15^000 added 4m if 

1 3W02P UBUVAL(fq(19)(BqW8etUll0117 ASSodtt 

2 OUF-51 SEVEN TOWERS (24) MsMFIMte) 7114 PMwn 

3 1PR5-P4 URANUS COUONOES (5) J FffiGaaU ID 113 M Bmnra 


. — C Vfenre W 

13 O00F-4 AMQ$0g^Jkeedharo810 7 .. _ 

14 RKffP UU.TTHEHU.Y (B) 1*5 B Waong5 10 7 P UcU ag Mfa 

15 300 LfWTWBLUESmmDNtfCfcQnClO 7MrRtMnrtH 

(SJ 

16 3 5UPPEHT Ml (24) WGM tur ner 4107 I tower (7) 

HETTDttt 7-2 Crattoy law, 0-1 Lore Ibo Btaes. DWranfk fawao. 7-1 
Malitodk Megot, ftl Ftae Sir, 9-1 Draban M, 10-1 otm 


MINCE PIE SELLMG HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £3/)00 added 3m 2f 

1 2330F-0 WfmBOMBducEganiteuo cumaysB 

2 0P&623 QUETWSra£SS(7]Vi' Beffiel611 UMrRtbomtoo I5)B 

3 434M4 KWOK fCNg (8) M Pipes US DtMdlV 

4 S22-0S3 SnWAmSE(U)BUMf$ri61l6 — MrlLlfewetm 

5 532231 DRMHNM&T (29) D Battal 6 U 2 BitafMH 

6 -WOO- CnLYUTO(393}Riucns5Ul EHWnrel(3) 

7 60060 MY SHENANDOAH (8) H Otoer 5 ID 12 faeredOBrer 

8 frSDSSO AMESmmD3)BtaeceG10I — -™_Staftre(3)B 

9 &P5WP- SmORMIUBt {244} HHJM 6100 L Homey 

h. 0 _ 

Mmmumaagrit lOst. IraefwncapragfrSasoaijHtwSWUt 

BETTMC.' 7-4 tagiradd, 4-iqotat Mfetnra, 9-2 Kbrtfa; 6-1 Wdabra. 
art, B-l SMmXPcu, 10-1 lly SbraaoWirt, Qfly Ud. 18-1 otirere 

!OAK| PLUM PUDDING NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
l. ~r J E) £4^500 added 2 m 

1 5-W3M DTCYB0B6(ra)g)MPpe5U5 OWMfa 

2 STOPP1 CUnMSTI)CXram(G)((qPWtigrenn9U5--~-_. 

3JKareoa0(G) 

3 0U0P5 AIOWR BOW HRJuaesS 1012 EHeMMO) 

4 P9066P HU0HDAIB1SSE) 3rTeeSi81012-— MrAWMfeP) V 

5 04S4-SF KEHASC(51)FYadcy91012 LKrewyV 


4 35TOFP- OONTUBHrUP{M7) JirtVVManilDU2 

Derek 8gme V 

5 11-16 AMKUMN.(2QKBafey7U0 I A McCarthy 

6 413-452 tiUMOM) TORTp) gCQQ JUftimocTW 1110 10 -DJ McdM 

7 PP1-134 aMH0ETMEiBM(5ti)nMBAEirt»cnS108_JRyrei 

8 2-354U5 MS GUreCR (7) M Haimonl 8 ID 8 RGHritty 

9 04-2UU IVYH0USE(2f)) (Q J0TM8 10 7 RMcMfeCB) 

10 F2-1P22 QkrtOflAWdA) MsLI^torSlOB DC 0Tfaranr(7) 

11 P23P-12 WK»U«S9(nr(20)RCutis8103 FUreforOt 

U 4-PPP52 BAIMDWN BU (9) (C) M Fpe 7 100 Oeylratonv 

13 556004 WOOOUM»eaWHE(14)PIWaniU100 

JtlWhayB 

-ISftrtrecd- 

UHnuD wegne IQ to True handcap aegt re: BanrOMn Be 9s 9b. Wud- 
fanfrOanUa 7« 8ft. 

BETTMB: M Sewn Twrere, Bi try Hreae, 7-1 Ubo Vat, Orach law, 8-1 
Aadre Iml, 10-1 Otarnoad Fart, 12-1 otters 

| 0 qc I BRUCE AND JOE CARR NOVICE H'CAP 
l^ 00 ! CHASE (CLASS D) £5^000 added 3m If 

1 5H26-24 RAWOM HARVEST (34) PF MsMHcvrty 7 11 10_P IMn 

2 U2F2-43 PEAHfS CHOKE (10) J IfcGomodH 8 11 4 DJAbOK 

3 ilUV-04 MAYBE O^RAW (23) Wiiifagfam 7U2 HSreBh 

4 PSPG6-1 MAJORTTY MAJOR (23) PDwesbioagi 7 111 4 SSBVto 

5 2263-10 BM8ENHAU.Y (SO) Ms P 9y 6 11 0 RHortoy 

6 4-2U4 LOCH SARJMN HOTEL [IN P Daifan 71012 — R Drtein y 

7 40QP-2F MAMCRC1S) UDods&10 11 

8 020836 KMGS SBWON (18) P Beaunom 7 10 9 BGrelfaa(7) 

9 2403-F1 MSmtlBICX (IQ LIuirdS 109 ) A McCarthy 

10 0051-F4 M0NK5AAH (99 M Hammoni 7108 RBraMy 

11 3FP HtKAL PASS (IQ MsS SoahB 10 S M Bmnra 

12 P223W RIVER RED (38) KFfaS 10 10 5 finylwbCS) 

13 pppt®a- rvnctovet(4i^;NcTOi 7 103 Ms«vMg> 

14 00003 NOOSASDUM)(15)LLtfig)6102 Derek^ra 

16 5440-55 DnGEriBC(18)lte5aTWi6102 RDtoAma (7) 

16 PR34- LORDVKX (394) UssAEirtaicos 7 IDO JRyraB 

17 424623 RECORD WVBI (17) MQSpmen 6 1)30 — WHWtt«ke 

-17 mrlrm - 

BETIMG: 4-1 RaadoaHanuet, 5-1 MgorilyllhfaK.6il Royal Fids, Barera- 
bMfy, 10-1 Perefs Choice. MtotreTHdr. Hordrsaan, 12-1 olhere 


6 05050-2 KADAStROF [WO Q2)R 00*161012 . Jtrahy 

7 OKXHP imrSCinSS(3qAJM»l71012 aUograP) 

8 QOtKFSe PQRSBSt CAWEl(20) RMner 7 10 12-hhRtirart« (5) B 

9 2440D4 SPSNBLFR9CEpqHTvaonDOKSGTO12j:Urad^ 

-9dedread- 

BEnwe »4 SpewhreB Rftce, 4-1 KadasM, M Decibaig 54. Caataifl 
aoekfbri. 7.1 Anbtan BoM. IOhIb Crora, 18-1 ofoars 

9‘qc] BLANDPORD BETIViG NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 added 2ra If 

1 66630-F NAGAM SOUND (88) B Reece 5 11 11 — IfrBaantraH 

2 iCPfV SHCAAE28LL SHAXUt (L006) N TreftxvDaWBa 7 1L9 

CUareSya 

3 604-56 aanNJAfBHEp9)PatCt«nS5U7 SFot 

4 630- H0W3MRWERfffiflPasDpJH^ao4U6 

5 334133 AlMAMmmRHodesdllfi^ T tacos foe (3) 

6 0-2BM3 COUJnRfMNSmB.nSDauch5UO Ctoeft 

7 411525 RAVHfS 800ST (20) (CD BF) G Jones 5 U. 0 -P lAdosftfc 

8 000-300 S4AH(37)RBater51013 DLaaOy 

9 3502 HEDEM»BSpqMisANng5109_MraMtfM(7) 

10 652323 MR POMJEIDM (28) R Banencn 7 U)5 Lltoiwy 

U 043 WO ROW. CURT (20) H Haynes 7 10 3 G Hope (3) 

12 0504 SMUT MCE (8) R tariff 3 * ID 3 DJBhcM 

13 02*000 THEBSBUBtpO) J1uck4103 DJXareHMS 

14 OQOOW STORM TKERMS MrtorS WO EltafaradO) 

BEntNe 5-lHoMfta Rkw. U-2Atora>t, 7-1 Coratry UmM, Mr Pop- 
plftoa.84- imit Jwtira, Saowddl Shahtr, 12 J. ofare* 

q"Ae| TOTE NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
E) £5^00 added 3m If 110yds 

1 64(51-3 uks B flwaGAHfM} J4 Badnodi 7UU L foray 

2 QIS6*06 AR06KTLWE RO) DrWvJsco 7 JtrRTborttm (5) 

3 CS254P KMraSMUmpJSA)OTHata9Ul~JMBM0lw 


[-qSkI SANDUtNDS H0LCWY5 MADEN HURDLE 
AUD I (CLASS E) £3^)00 added 2m 3f 130yds 

1 PI ACStBUS DUU3S (733J M 0«¥mBn 5 U 5 -W WortMiftM 

2 OM Area. SEVBOH (37) J NoMe 5116 : — I Ryan 

3 201- BURN OUT 0481 J taace 4 11 5 VShritil 

4 332-0 CAST OF TNOOSMDS (24) C Eftim 5 11 5 I A McCwtA^ 

5 305-24 DBWAMIMl.{2()CMsna5U5 llbftxpj 

6 -4 EARUT PEACE (61) M DodS 4 U 5 Bi? Lawton 

7 RtYERE COUNTY JJOTfc* 5 115 BJtaGtrth(S3 

8 030-236 GOU 1 ' LAUD (41) gW Limp 4 115 JPItora 

9 02052- BflMCAZOR (278) J Qukn 4 115 Onk Byrne 

ID OOM MffCKp9)MEfehy4U5 RBrtara’ 

U (V-2 MMXAKAH04) PDwednxgfiGll 5 ASShrth 

12 031-0 HORUBtHSaapfl) JRctafag5 llSJfci Jhfcmrt (7) 

13 0 REACH IHE CLOUDS PS) JUptoi 4 11 5 OMortl* 

14 027 SHAAGM AHA(B21) j SflljfrvOatXXjme 5 11 5_Fle*hy(3] 

15 02 5HAIB) RISK (49i Natan 4 11 5 B Grattan (7) 

18 180604 DARK PHOBMC (20) 0 BWOSn 6110 Mfarearea 

_ j£ ■ 

BETTBK: 9-4 Bom Oat, B-l Fayette Canty, DafarailB, 8-1 Cast OflVw- 
srada. Hrtfa Mao, 10-1 Stand Rtoh, taJcrtor, 12-1 rttres 

nj~ QE ) OWnSTMAS NOVICE clauvbng hurdle 
I 0 - 00 ! (CLASS G) £2^00 added 2m If UOyds 

1 5365711 BRAMBLES WAY (44) (D) MS M tarty 7 U6_J> Mm B 

2 RRST GOU) J Wwrtan 7 113 VSrtlh 

3 UMMNnHGCUBADRMMBeS)y4110 J A McCarthy 

4 OB-1421 BIBMMiyC2QfC}BMny51012 

5 3MP64 rtH QEANHAIME (RQ (22) (D)J Naaa4 10 UJIMartey 

e 00 MUDLARK reran 4 10 U Derek Byree 

7 05-0P35 PAST MASIBt (USA) (B) SGcRnftS 10 11 I Hagra (3L 

8 5RAMSH SIRVPBt M QEpnan 5 10 11 WWWhtoftra 

9 0 TAJAR (USA) {15} M Date 4 10 11 «VLMb(3Q 

10 OOOffP WOOOLAHDS LADiOO (B) P PnBtarC 4 10 11 RBaRanp 

11 6406 GAME DRNE (20) K Morgan 4 10 8 ASSreRh 

12 0446-30 AIMIE AUCE (159 J FttBjSBkl 6 10 6 F Leahy (3) 

13 GAiHANDHAYES Med K George 4 10 3 

14 00 SMALL RAM (33) 0 Bmnai 5 10 3 UBremm 

-Urtodreed- 

BETTMB: 64 Braoddat Why. 8G *tt Chu wiIBu, 6-1 Grare Ddire. 8.1 
CaaavaRy, Awtia Afce, tart Mortar, 1M Rret Bold, 164 others 


4 552061 canWHC2Q(aqr(fa9to)dBlll DMU* 

5 5PPRQ nEW«£HH»BKBaiey7U0 JtoRWHdrr (7) 

6 620U1-3 JUST0MECMMIErT0{J2)(C{BNTiMaat4Mes8110 

CUrenfon 

7 602364- CARA'S C0185E (210) Uss P WhdOe 7 10 10 X tadwit (7) 

8 FF0462 CO0LCHMMCIStP4)RButMar810B GHogui(3) 

9 43P6 OVBRTHEWHB(M[27)JNeetfDm9108 

10 50MPP mmeaURnat(9)SMelQr7103 Erewbrartrav 

U 44ntHO DOIBMUL (2A) M Wfason 7 103 TlfTSoMrea 

12 AMHQ BUSH PSHtT (10) T IfortonO 10 3 PHeU^Bi 

13 BUS® CAJIMAL RUE p9| Un VWtams 7 10 2 JO JXiMatgt (5) 

14 54256F RU SMJJJK (USiq (16) D Mams 7 10 0 MCtadre 

15 XBQ5 ABSOUOIM PO) J PafK 9 10 0 DJBretbc8 

-lSdadvod- 

MWnu m waiglC UhL True nradfcao wai ffit. Abraham tor r*» 

KTTW& 64. Ardurt Lore, 11-2 Ups taontgrej. 8-1 CerhJwBi, 7-1 Art 
OM CaniMtB, 8-1 Ua WboleHaB, Coal drarater, lil others 

|Q35| HUGHES CATERERS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £4>500 added 2m 3f UOyds 

1 — dwmib 

2 B3-4P2 RAMSWiS (41)(BF) H TecSsrhOraeB A 11 1ILC Uewetyn 

3 32003 FLEJJR DE WL (28) W G M Timer 5 11 4 I Power (7) 

4 40-5141 AUWB7)(Dt3Uere*n5U3 DjKremagKS 

5 212-PH DAAY SPORT 068. pjd) BUmreijr ? llO_lirJ LLlaweRyn 

8 65-5265 SWAH StRHI (W) fM) C Mam 5 10 7 IMegaera 

7 1 3ESTl{22] lOaiwad 104 LHnw 

8 00545-4 VBC0Ufl"IUUytlSCJ8CkltnlllO2 MHsSJaekran 

9 -250203 BKHT SAPPHIRE (3)DButfrtlO 100 OJtatU 

10 U50336 BXTirS)SLArO(4a BPmece? 100 JHrahatitT] 

11 003450 NM1AR(USA)(3Q JtaftSlflO DJMHV 

-Udadaml- 

Mhhm:103L^5atato9ttiaLSaoyt;ttndWmAft4faeat7Ii 
BEntTO: 7-2 abow. M JfamBfeBS. 5-1 Nerto Bnaa, 6-1 sno Sbwt, 

7*1 2091,8-1 Fori Da U. 12-lothere 



Each-way s gtarter the ocfds. places L 2. 3. 4 (CTrepstow. Friday! 


DOUBLE ENG AGEMENTS 


ItefcftMtogJxnes lure been cfcuttor declared HORSE 
cnMogDra.lbeywtacd)riin at their seo- .~T — 

ond|aetaenranaHft«rtbeftst|ieAnrece Lm,ao, * >l> 

bataradoned. U»foH*r 

jrtrert 2nd pref 


aaOIMnc 236 Hare 

L*rt 2U5MRra USMv MtofarDnan 


latfnf Z raipraf 
aiSKemp 14S1Mnc 
ZBSMRra 12B%r 
306 M Rat 255Aft 


245 Kamp 12L30HMt 



PtainyBoy 3JfiKeap 14BWfao PMrefanBw 
CfartetonC l wRa n gi 248Wah 2DQWav iwtrv^ 


Gtotadaytc 


SJOWfao 1240 Karra 

aasHte ajoowbto 

3J0Saqg aasHRra 


StaafttlAna 
SM Petit 


3LI5MRra ZOO Hunt 


330 Wine 1240 Kemp 
ZOONawt 235 M Ran 


14SWtotii jjSMtas 
305 MB* 300WWV 



fogtaag 

K fa ft S u ae e n 


aaaofort uewr 

IQOMWv 3JSHera 
ajQSedg 235WRra 
2JOOHret %30«Mv 


TerehVat 

Wot 

THMenia Canet 


ajgjjggi gaowfeto 
1240 lOOW at 
IXMHunt USMItot 


030 WUr 140 Kent) 


RACING RESIIITq 


LUDLOW 

l-OCt 3_ SLEEPTITE U PWw) 3-1 favc 2. 
Imrefark 33-1; a. BHgbt Sapphire 9-1. IB 
ML 4, V/u (W GMTumtol. Tata: £3^0- 
£il0.£S£0. £240. £2^0. Duet 

SS’rf^f? 83 - lteHC £m ' K - ™« 

£362 JO, Non Runner Vtsoount Tuiiy 
UK): 1.ACT OFPAfiUAMENT CODlWft) 
9+ t. Sod Speed YOU 8-33 
|«mni Lady 10-1. 6 m, %, 30. (K Bst- 
t290 > ^00- OF: EL 00. 
CSF: £3J34, Tncasn £&87. Non Rurrierc Inv 
pafavintBgB. Rectory Garden. 

2Ml t MAD FDR ADVBfTUtE (8 Ferv 
ton] 9-4; 2. Bafatasor) Jana 11-4; a. dp* 

ImiHA.4 11.1FU.1 re. . TL* 




5" r V^.V'- (R l£e). Tata: £L3CL DF: &00. 
CSF: £4.26. Non Runner Who fa Equname. 
34)0:1. TOO SHARP (JF Utley) 15-8 for. 

, r****" 3. Sptaning Steel 10- 

20- tMcss H Kragfit. Wartage). 
HF °- 2 °. £8.00. DP. £14 JIO. CSF: 

£26.75. Tncast: £262.27. NRs: Bfaeer 
"t***"* three PtiHosoDhera. 

1- UUnUVE SMOOTHfE (A PMC 
5-4 Jt few; 2. Jortma's VMob 6-1: 3. 
““"wtane IB- 1. s ran. 5-4 jt fav Sounds 
if? 11 - 1¥: < 2- (M pipe, Wsfrngon) 

B-p-- £1-20, £2^0. DF: £7.ia 

CSF: £9.4a Tno; £13.50. NRs: Baum 
“OTv, Ormson Hint Dedi Orchard, Rabned 


















THE INDEPENDENT • TTIBHITAY ad DECEMBER 1396 



HYPERION 

KfLTSlf 255 Spari< y Qayte 3L2S tap 

■ WW™ 1 ^optegcoBwe; ran-fa 210yds. 

ffi^^pISL 00115121 

RLDSESED POST TIHE! Nbb» 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN' DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Hand Qdrf fflas i * iw . 

I12J25! ^^^B R Afay ) r s aiWGKANDiCAP 

. 1 HUROLC (GLASS G) £2,500 added 2m 

1 34-5010 snUMHBnW.tUqpjNWBa4120 PCtobenr 

2 12-4541 TOBMUH (USA) WTO? HoS*7 11 » (Tteiitaito 

3 304R60 WP0BMIW31 AWhAareS mm ' 

* 0WW6 MOBUB MCE MRAfen SIDS SHtem 

5 0HO34 HOOP S3 C Pater Sift s *T S!!g 

6 OSMGO GMKU. {41} D MsCtna 6 ID 3 - •-‘-- •• 

7 045PP-5 SCHOOL OF SOEMCE [8) D Mohr 6 10 D 3 M eOu ^tt 

8 DOFOOO MaDCTWBCK tX»WYtxitf7in n 

9 ows® SEcoHOSA««yia JGokteS inn 

-itednd- 

MitouniietfciQsLRw/anAmMaVsx&MtfOrSfeiBnceSRlQbMtKf- 
mte* 9a 5ft Seconds ha/ an 5ft 
BEniNlfc9-4TifiMfan,5i2DaidritaRDiei.5-lSt|Rttltoenai.61'IlD- 
tofclD-lKoaiM, 151 Seen* teq; 151 total 

I 19R KI 600SE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
L±±^J £4,000 added 2m 

1 3254-11 SWWDrGM(i£C2QfcpjCPM«r6illD B Stony 

2 WRS2 BOLD BOSS [2D) CM MCOT 7 H) 12 kS 

3 J&nM D*ERUDSEA(USA)(Bn);8atUy92012 DPBrtar 

4 544-035 GRAND AS OWT (7) D McCwe 6 10 12 ____KJotaaa 

a mafp JAQUXKlEpsnjJ 07*4510 12 PCtotan 

6 2/33524- RAUBaO (230 P Ifcwm 7 ID 13 ay. 

7 55W CUfl 1 OF AYR (24) R Gotta 6 ID 7 LOltea 

_7 — 

BET1WG: 4-5 Sprafcy Gayto, 7-2 Bold Beat, 6-1 Jack Dayfe U-l Ma- 
de. 20-1 EMnttf Sea, Band Aa Owt, 251 Ofat Of *r 

j oc ] EVENING TIMES NOVICE HANDICAP 
I— — — J CHASE (CLASS E) £4g000 added 2m 4f 

1 23F3-64 ANOTHER VENTURE [lfiJF »ton^611 ID ftCarteny 

2 UUP MONKAt HWTECZ7) (CO) J Atwell H) K totem 

3 462122 TRAP DANCER (17) (BftPMontoin 8119 HrRMa 

4 20122F BAIUIME (30) W Kemp 3118 RSaatoa 

5 PSP66-1 luxmy MAJOR (229 PCweS»n0l 7 114 A State 

6 41/5045- MASIB? OF TROT (372J C FW*r 8 11 0 D Tartar 

7 333346 WMlEHAMOHDpT) MbE LV fauM B 10 13 LOItea 

8 UMFFP SH0Mn0WKUR>n(D}Llirt8>81011 NBatoky 

9 6203-03 SMCMSMDCU8 PUnasi 61D8 kta** 

ID 33F6EU MJWUr (29) M Bans 6 10 7 S7qfar(5) 

11 3&U044 MUSIC BUIZpfl) Ms Oltwroon 510 7 

12 WWJOO HIE TUNE (29) Ms S BrttMne 6 ID CMcInil Btaaa CB 

13 P-0446P BM6HT DESntY P8) J Gotta 5 ID 0 Gl*»0) 

- 13 dadarad - 

MHaunwdgKlDa. Toie reigns Fine tm. BrlguDcaty 9*80. 
BBlINfe 7-2 Majority Mate; 4-1 Show Your Head. HAtataVatoara, 
7-1 Matter Of tny, 8-1 StadtagSaDd. Tran Dhow, 124 oIMn 


pTecl WHSKYMAC HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
I D) £4g000 added 2m 4f 

I 015012- A(UGOMATH{3£7}(CO|PUm4h8 120 DMv 

3 203214? tttKMMBr{2ft<tttPUon*i911U ftSfade 

3 04132-5 rmum rmtn (miffcii w ~ IT 1 B Stacey 

4 011-406 IHSIBinOEpS)|a)WSBR«71D13 KJotana 

5 4/3124-0 (BVEBESrpfttQ JJ0Ne851022 PCatteny 

6 2212 26 CnatL0FT(apAWntax41D9 SUjtorB) 

7 261335 NOMAS IUNT (24} (CO) J Gotti 7 100 LOHan 

8 055KD- 1CBRSHreaCR|ZBgRliCH5100 MBa day 

-IMarf- 

•□TIIKS-lAaBM Ayr, 44 JAIUWLGl Cental OR, ttaatarHjrta, 
6-1 Ore Beit, 6-1 Mchote Hart, ID-lCooMoa Socnd, 12-1 ottai 

I I 40 FELD AND UttWN HANDICAP CHASE 
l=”I (CUSS 0) £4*500 added 3m If 

1 SHIM ttUMDCHEF(C||CD)PBtaanat71130 SS**to 

2 50-1412 SEENMB BOLD 05) (D|J today 7 ID fl B Stony 

3 440WF RMfroiDHHE{CJ£)DMcCm9100 KjBtam 

4 B-K2U26 WWESHHHE (U) MreStotaoe 10 100 


AMifmro tapcJDa- Due Mnrfap tape: Soettg Goto Off 12ft Ravy 
OB Game Sbr VO, Wo fipaMfe 9a. 

BETWa 4-n Wand Ctaf. SI tatty fYWi. 7-lWhfa tad*. 51 FtB- 

v«a— 

0~EEl IVY ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE MJRDLE 
=EEi (CLASS E}£2£00 added 2m 4f 

I 313 NUn»MMDarr(28}GfcftKH7115 POadwny 

4 8532-62 PUBWmnW(»|MMvaK61012 

HMta»|S| 

3 3K 0UKBHM«|2«RBtfm6B)12 DltBttr 

4 500 RXKIHOM inE(22} J 107M4 10X2 DJMHt(l} 

5 02/54- t«MKp00)A«Mani71D12 FPuttt 

G 60-U0 JDDBHUS WMttM (22) JAdn 5 ID 12 KJatanaa 

7 0/2 HMnittll(2l)PQMibn#S1012 ASSBM 

8 BO MBStUmPaHttRittiGlDU HDmOI 

B 0430 MNt ECHO (38) L Uatt)51012 Ilaafeai(7) 

HO OP- a0UBBH(B7)jBKHt5mi2 SHaknalT) 

II SO Sumrl&B/pqPmrBXiSWlS MrltIMa 

12 4 YENCmfrB0r(lfl)lltaoca53O12____-S < fc)tep) 

13 QP- mm" uni pint^ mt-ynoa ann ja 

14 143 MBIYBOUAmmClWcrBlOg 1 8 Stony 

15 00 f>OUnCM.INISIMi(ZqRME)n4iag HBaoBay 

16 4F0 WQBi KMT OM84 20 9 —ABocfea 

17 655065- MUBHASUCHEOHQJ&tts 7 ID 7 LOHao 

IB QHAPP-4 MOKCHMNMNi0mUaD i Bmcon61O7~— — 

19 aw OW muu |B2«| Ml D Itaomni 7 10 7 

20 042-2 C1HS7DEP3) PBHOHA5204 RSfpi 

-MMaB- 

■EmHtt 3-1 fray trartanii, 5-1 MUa Maa. HCrtlinlca Daa.8-1 
fSmyOaa.N«9iSol— .IQlJaJilonltiiann, l^latana 

■ Kempt on may be robbed of another star 
name from its Christmas meeting with Alder- 
brook unlike ly to make his reappearance on Fri- 
day unless the ground eases. With Grand 
National winner Rough Quest not gnaran teed 
to contest the Kong George VI Chase, former 
Champion hurdler Alderbrook is also a doubt 
for the Christmas Hurdle. It raises the prospect 
of Alderbrook travelling to Leopardoown on 
January 19 to underline his Cheltenham ere- 





HYPERION 

1240 Eml 12.40 THbune ULO Brighter Shade 
L40 Atfib 2J0 Jendee 2^*0 Full O'PralseSJJO 
Glenvafly 

GOING: Good la Soft. 

I Left-hand, u nduhUM SOQjrd cm-ln cm chase 
■ Comae Is I m SE or u>wn near JmcUoa of A689 and A1 77. Boa 
service from Slodoonsutkai (9m) or Durham station (12m). AD- 
M1SSION.- PaiUockSS (OAPsS4>; Course £2. CAKPAHK: Fne. 
V1SORED FIRST TIME: Focahc Gaoithe (12-10) 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS; Fen Tender (3.]0) woo 
a Cncxldc on Ttninday. 

LONG-OKTANCE RUNNERS: CrimnCaper(124(0 hai been aent 
108 mflesbr TWausm hn WilloiqdUim, lines. 

Pl'O ih'l STANLEY RACING NOVICE HURDLE 
\±r=l (CLASS EJ (DIV I) £2,500 3m 3f UOyris 

1 11 GOOD HMD (117) S KUtoMl ID 11 12 UlUa(9) 

2 25(0-22 BM«<45)mUsASMniaft71012 IBvpa 

3 00-0051 BARNSTORMER (17) EBtoK 10 ID 12 

4 0F39P OHAIUKCroWCtn*«iam61012 LMcMcR) 

5 50340 aU!*Cim(2QM5MRBMey61012 BCU0 

6 3 BN (HQ (UJTbk 4 ID 12 R McCarthy (7) 

7 NN6AYHsSHcnw4We61012 NMa 

S 00- 0UVgS«MIEt35^PDOTfc61012L..> : . ' JIBaBB 

9 Q/P0400 TOQURE SAOmg (231 WSUgy 610 12 H M alw m yV 

10 fmiOO WOOOSIDCK(ODGE(lSr'BiBnm81032- ; 

■ : ilr H Ihonyaoa 

-lOGadand- 

BETIWG: 5-2 Good Hand, 7-2 Eml, 8-lBanMtmw, Bala, ON Factor, 
8-1 Hus fly, 18-1 atom 

liOAftl UMON HALL-SBSHA STUD HANDICAP 
l- L ^^ w l HURDLE (CLASS Q £3,000 an 5fllD)«ls 

1 1 1/3/ JOW«rsnWftlB5)JNononlllia3 ttMKatt 

2 20283F n»Bi»MmmJNiilDn6114 IUa(l) 

3 1015(71 muC(GS}(a))Ctrvnon51D12 MFuttv 

4 612/001 im21(8)ttsA9M4«*5101ir7B) I St** 

5 0211-30 BARIDN IBSHIS (10) lteMlta*tay4108XlfcOBitoBtt 
(7) 

6 021352 MAKIIKtl6){C0)M>MRHMqr710? BCNB 

7 260605 CfflU* CAP® BT Wasson 4 100 IBiICMP) 

B 0692OP W0BIDWIH0UrB»(WmMSaHHby710O 

Mtootomy 

9 iOWOO SKI PXIH m N Byaott 7 10 0 Ohw 

a 9dodnd~ * 

MnhwnHiacIftLThD/mfcapMtfiKQmiCsiwOsTliHtotllWh 
(U But 9a 4fc Stf FWI 9* 2®. 

BOlNCS-lMMttta, 7-2TIB«,«Bmiai Spto, M Bartoa Hilptt, 
8-1 IhiitoL 7-1 iotoaq/h Tm, 14-1 CNU Capar, 20-1 oltan 

i -l -m I DURHAM INNS MADEN CHASE (CLASS 
L~2ll E) £4^00 added 2m 5f 

1 36-260F AHBTOMMUS (24) >Aa LMBB/Hi 7 HID MRxttr 

2 16 B8KWBI MADE <45) MB Mltaky 61110 BOM 

3 po 04 aomocKuiaormJVtttoOiiio kamm 

4 jWHMI COOUOrf(U5Vn»Win71110 HrM1toM*HM 

5 QFPW) gSSP0ttIEO*®(15)FI«jy7111D WDua 

6 2 ORT MI LAD (22) J Norton 5 11 10 Wfty 

7 5F53 nWAUY(7)MSowrt»BUlD Mtootomy 

8 HRNlEADHIMoASaWankCUlD IS** 

9 43Qft H0SrREH(789)Ba«naill0 THMd 

10 00005 NOOMSOUD(iqL tui0S 6 11 10 HMHi 

11 50tOT R0MLKAND(7) RAnreonBUlD IkRAnoMn 

12 SAreiYfflOORJH Johnson B 11 10 SFR)wi(B} 

13 000 SHDOM BUT SEVEKPftE BtoO 6 11 10 A CdtopBB (5) 

BEJTMfc 9-4 WiHar Stotta, 4-1 fty M Ud. M Stttfy Acta 8-1 Fm 
Leader, 12-i Moil Skh, lfrl Mr Aly, Royal Rand, 2D-L ottwn 


HYPERION 

1Z45 Mrs Em 1-15 Badastan IAS RockcBffe 
Lad 2L20 Southampton 2J50 Ftae Harvest S20 
Almapa 

GOING: Good lo Firm. 

■ aBH-hsnd. RaDoptag couew. Rmvtn of 300yd. 

M Cotirse la north-cast of ixwm on 8308] ■ 

(on ice from London, Waustoo) roar rnfloawiy. Apm^Oft 
Mrmbas 1 14 ; TwuasaHs 49; Course S4. (Under-l 6s Trw tow afl 
enclosures'). CAR PASS: Free. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIM E: EitH e'i JPeUptt (1^0). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAW: Noto. ' 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: 

sent IOC miles by B Lee if'rSSwK* - 

(2JSO) sent 103 mile) hy P Webber Tmm MoDtagxa). O a&^btdie. 

| i0 - Ve l IWHBl XMAS WT NOVltt WRDLE 
(CLASS Q £3L000 added 4YO fHHes 2m 

1 i- BARR«Ba>KSS(234)l*rH)W0tlOlD — Bftoton 

5 062-00 LOCH NA KEM. (Lfl C Moita* ID ID 

8 11 WSBKOJPWwfcSOU-- 

7 jeaRUfASCOREGBSUnBlOW 

8 OROWHOUSEN/AWrilOlO-— 

9 50 WESrH»BRSZEt24)RBuittrU)lD TJlhaW 

-9d6dWtf B 

10-1 GMe Sp*tog, 12-1 Haoitr A Sean, 16-1 ottw 

l a m - c UDHP SIALBRBJGE HANDICAP CHASE 


l a a ~ c l LXffiD STALBRWta: IWWW vti rwi 

|lal5| (CLASS B) £1AOOO added 3m If UX>y«*» 


a Af\ STANLEY RACING NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) (DIV B} £2£00 3m 3f 110yds 

1 00P31-O DlABT DATS (15) J H Mnraa 6 11 0 GCaHI 

2 is umacROFraaamsKeflBHiduo eimm 

3 4/8003 ADB PM G M Moon 61012^ .S H wm(7) 

4 CPOOO-6 MMBUZZ(18)UsA8«ttKR41012_iaCtokMna 

5 008-P UAirsiOSSU^ JPartaT1012 r Tt“rr- HI 

6 0046-24 H0WEMM(43)J7iinv41012 WRy 

7 06-P500 RUBBIUS) R Thomson 9 10 12 TBaed 

8 PC DEARJEAN(29)MSOMaOy6107 MtoPMun 

9 00050/ NIOCilRBm CROSS (L05B) B Rothrtt 7 10 7 

CHeCW— cl (7) 

-5dad*ad- 

BETIM8: 5-2 Lenpitift, 114 Dahy lifts, 7-2 Adto, 8-2 Mmto kton, 12- 
1 Mdi Bhz; 14-1 Dam Jm, 18-1 ottan 

[o -ml NORTH YORKSHIRE BORO BEST HANDI- 
L=ziJ CAP CHASE (CLASS E) £5^)00 3m 3f 

1 P51-P6S SONOFI»(mtC)mMsMnMtay81110-JISarith 

2 QP06FF MAIKHROOD (7) N 9 11 10 TBaad 

3 U36PR1 1RM SHOES (22) (CD) J Toner 7 11 10 WFty 

4 C322-UU CWXSIY(16) MoAStonboAfi 114 WCMlMno 

8 4P13P4 M)gW|CO)Baan8110, Off 

6 itoLffi HURRICAfCANDRBVC29)iSMmeB1012^RNMna 

7 (220636 /MSS JHIiCW gftPBBauiOT 7104— rrXltttoCT 

B 5041 DAMN LAD (1C) (C)Mq A Storm* 7 10 3 !%#) 

9 5545ft 1 SNOOK POMT (Q D Lamb 9 101 IBUto 

-Sdaehmd- 

BEIIHB M Dm tad, 4-lKtogi SeammS-lChotoly, 81 Sea of Ms, 

ItoutowaM. Jtotoua, SO X edtoci ' 

fo 4/\| RENT ROLL CUP HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4^00 added 2m 110yds 

1 515^241 DEAIVBI GEORGE (18) (CD) WSnqr 5120 MMolonay 

2 362413 HU. OTftVSE (22) (C0)(BF)P 0*0 91113 TRaad 

3 2001512 00VRPCWT(HqinMttd5112 WDM 

4 123023 VM.DEM*KmaDm»Sn«i7111 GCabN 

5 652MP3- CHil VWO P<S) N ftcr 7 10 13 I ShhGt 

B 433050 SUFBIUNDr(B)imFWUBi9109 KJMami 

-Bdhdmd- 

BETTBtR: 2-1 Wmw Gsorga, 5-2 CwerPotaJ, 4-1M OTraton, 96 Vat 
DbRmm, 10-1 CMIWU, 18-1 SeperSMdy 

r Q ^ A l HALLGARTM MANOR HOTEL HANDICAP 
“HI HURDLE (CLASS E) £3j000 2m If 

1 383306 DUAL NA8E tW) J FtoGeMd 9 12 0 WDm 

2 2SP63 BttDIWBT (Ip (CD) S KwlBtol 7 11 12 Gtaap) 

3 241501 F® TBWBt (7) F Murtag) 4 U 10 C7al — E Plh® w CT 

4 ' 5135- BBKUKlKRBa(2U)SCUi4118l«MRCM(7) 

5 1F4P-42 DUKE OF PBOH M J H Mnson 51012 BFRfmfS) 

6 53810-4 OtKSAKII6B((4«GHc*T«s61011 THMd 

7 44FD5-P BAIURDM(27) (0) BRdtMl 7108 ISWpla 

B 061421 GtBRMinr (20) B Many 5 10 6 MRNtor 

9 502-33 IBSC0IIESI«BE(qWSaey41D6 MUotooBy 

10 006W HAFLE BAY (H) B 9ton 7 10 0 8CdU 

-Udactand- 

AMmiM 20 sl The ftamaeap M(0KAft«*i Bv fin 6b. 

BEIIVIG: 7-2 FH Tantor. 94 Hm Doom HMbta. 8-1 EtoOtoM. Mka 
orPMth, 7-1 flymen* T^e. 0to—8y. 84 Mtaw. ID-1 Mho 

■ Jason Utley has landed the plum spare ride 
on Jodami in the Rowland Meyrick Handicap 
Chase at Wetherfay. The Irishman’s agent 
Graeme James approached trainer Peter Beau- 
mont when it became dear other jockeys 
could not commit themselves to being at 
Wetherby to take the place of sidelined Mark 
Dwyer on the 1993 Gold Cup winner. The de- 
lighted jockey said: Tfs briffiant, a lovely Christ- 
mas present for me.” 


12 OBP-515 COMBMT BOY (IB) |C0) MffJ RnranUlO 5 _ 

13 2UQ25 IPPBKTHEUKE(S9)MHpe6102 PHofcy 

M min GSSML NUUKCW(U0 (DWPftUnpi 510 2 

Sftfata WdMIR 

15 B722A1 ROCNCUFFE MO 02) N TaMmOatos 7 10 D-lto M Howl 
IS 0-22111 LBS K FRANK (IQ Nod T Ounce 5 10 D (4a) .T J Ihayby 
17 51-415 GUSlEMHB DAWN (2fl BF) I Kadft 6 ID 0— S McltoN B 

IB 2/P5-111 SNOW BOARD (19) Mb Mani a Jana 7 10 0 _ 

Uimnwe&10sLTiiBlmnta&*BWMtMt*9uUAIMBBFM 
Bu lOto. Oaaiktf Cam 9a Bb. Stow BbanfSW 2t 
BBWKfc »-lCtoto^*l, 7J RtoMiAtodtB 1 S pa IS iRUto wto. nn i 111 
lari, 104. lato Ba Ha* *m» tad, 1M. Hdto Daatop Mil atom 

[ 09 SI MD SEASON CHASE (CLASS B)£UM>00 
added 2m 5f 

1 lll-SOU BONO VACATION (82) p Kxhote 7 11 4 OftM 

2 22/1-64P BHOLEBDBJGMTPO) VteHKri(pt8114_t J ttaftqr B 

3 212-223 SOUTHAMFIUrt (33) G BsttogS 11 4 BFMtoV 

4 OFBSMfF WOT HO ON (20) A J Man 7 10 12 BUdtoN 

4 10 Brail 

BETTIIB: 64 SnttMtoton. M Ban Vhctoton, +4 MR Ita Gto, 7-1 Mn- 
dtoVDNpR 

O ch'l HARRY DUFOSEE HANDICAP CHASE 
^1 (CLASS D) £5^250 added 2m 

1 11/U-1F1 FRC HAHVEBT (13)03) J Spaanng 10 U 12 IJttaply 

2 3-42214 HESHA»MBHMLB4)BWP»M*sM118 — 

.JIBamiH (5) 

3 061212 SOBinMBAimWm«PHW)ar81O3’_-J^0 

4 006P-P5 MONDAY CUB M CTJTudc 12 104 SUdidi 

5 /HVR) IB5$ MMBGOID PS) R HodgB 7100 — IDtoM® 

-SdacMrad- 

as^sasas sasssKssft-. 

7i Ite IMeoM. 14-1 Ifctoday CM) 


STIRRUP CUP NOVICE HAMNCAP HUR- 


HYPERfON 

12L30 Haunting Music UDO Boyfriend 2_30 Cal 
Me River 2 j 00 KORBELL (nap) 230 Dantsk View 
3j00Wislgy Warrior 

INSPECTION: TJMun BOXING DAT 
GOING: Ore c«a*e - Good; HnnSc» - Good lo Soft. 

■ Bttfehinl, ** Kwse. ft»Jn ajOydt. 
BBacKxwael8aLjM)cdanofAlandA£04.HUBihMligRiailiqgir 


8Wi«(8meefiwl4R)don,KtassCiM)tooBerai)e*0T-AD- 
lIlSSmMUenibuSl&r&ecB^SStOaswU.New'Iteawb 
liriUUr* b m CAKPASX: Fret. 

BT2NIERRT) FIRST TUB: Karfraw (1030), WWtyWowfcr 
(UXIO). WINNERS W THE LAST S8VEN DASSr Nme. 
LONG-DISTANCE KCNNSXS: TrtWx (1-00) brai ftt* ITS 
mfl« by C Thoraloo ftno MkMehmn, North YortaJiirr, Tapimmyti 
11.00)4 My B«MX (8,00) 179 by MtoaSRaD Brow COT- 

gjiaM, Notdi Yortafapc. 

llOQAi CHRISTMAS TOE NOVICE CHASE 
} j.A to -8 Uj (CLASS E) Z4JOQ added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 11-1211 MSIHinM( 20 )pn|UVttmi 711 I 2 JRKMan«d( 

2 5/5434-4 FUFMMCE (2D) N Gtodu 6 10 12 Vlianfea 

3 1562-43 IWMI»GM»:07)MBAftBBa81012-J>nil g 

A 660F-F2 JACDB.PVWCK(2^PHctiok61012 Hi nil 

5 «1 JOLLY BOUT M F JMan 9 ID 12 LA^*a(3) 

8 11/040- uitt(A2E(3BQKMey61012 AWontaal 

7 00-04 SAimU)EB)JGM6U12 PMda 

B BI5F52F IHESWFWMEU^KttJPBnan 71012 WUntoa 

9 QMM3Z WSIH«NMDa{19)PHNlhnnt)Hai61012 


-Bdaatoaad- 

Knm 56 Rhtar Dmm, 7-2 MHayWaaitor, 84. Iha Sby Patoa, 7-1 
IH toM 011 01. 81 11 )1 WCl . JdC DM Nhf. 9-1 ■ . 
25-1 JOftr BOM 

IfnAl OOBSTMAS BCOC HANDICAP HURDLE 
l- LAW l (CLASS F) £2jB50 added 2m Sf UOyds 

1 042664 BANBg (P) 40 IP) N CMagian 9 12 0 — ^-R toaaaay (3) 

2 lCOSy-1 [D)CDmficn512 0 NFMtor 

3 Roms 1DPS«nBI(M9)MtoSM81113 AThontoa 

4 P32136 CAMBO (USA) CU) P) M Bania 10 11 U It—aiaai 

5 /54/SM- mmmmmmjmrnBllB Wltonlaa 

6 3212R4 FKSTOtACX(22]{CO) FJadan 11114 LA*U(9> 

7 70504-0 nKSWSCaMET(2aa|iLHm91013 DCWtoRtor 

B 03P-330 M3BAUOU (1^ KVVT0IM 7100 ZtoaStoM 

9 26065/41 ItEWBnHBHANOftAJBamBlOO llhaatt 

ID JOVAI SCORnONBAY(3Q)OflaiilQM81DO A Stoat 

•SLtoad- 

UUnun ntjffjc IOsl 7/ua/D«ftap»toet A40«FimySW3»i 
HUBS: 3-1 Titew, 7-2 flat Crack, 5-1 Topiatiyir, Haunt, U 
■ujftlmi. 10-1 Ctartt, a-lotttrt. 


BEDFORD LODGE HOTEL HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4^200 added 3m 

YEOMAN WARMS (Q) RAM fill 10 BOMto 

CANRiaS IMOR ON) tta J Mnan 9 U9_W HMaa 
DARRBI HE BRME |I04) H C Btods 8 118 J> Oatt^ar 

SOD BBC [IQ (CD) A Jones 7 11 3 DMd0itoir 

H0USHniNCU)WJlrfsUU2 kkRBHtaa [7) 

mAi. RULES (428) (D| DI4Canlll012 

8UGASm(18)|CD) J96W61012 JW* 

EASIBM SR«(2Q MQCnrTFoaviO 10 TJLaantoa 

RUMS BOV (IB) N Walar 10 10 2 DINn^n(7] 

RANT UM (9 HFIMM 10 10 2 L Onto (3) 


U 526211 CAU.AEflmat(l4)nPHg4Br8Ul ll a n uw 

12 SP6640 NSWrimcYnMnAMmAtoBUO JRKtot-nS 

-UdaGhnd- 

MniaiwitoiriClOB, Due Banto« atoSB/SprFanqy 3a Sh 
BEnWS;Mea8MaRfnCi7-3a«BrM l MGatoMlifMM;ML&al- 
«a Rknr, 84 Soto Beat. 12-1 Dann Tin Bran, M-l asm 

hnnl FESTIVE SPIOTTUT10NAL HUNT NOMCE 
LZ2— -J HUTDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 3m 2f 

1 F32-212 R»BBUNnmmQNdtosai5115 

2 (HD-21 SALMON BRFEZE {£0 N rtnJaaon 5 115 IRJtoMtoA 

3 306 BANL/QMUE 09)115.1 Naan 5 10 12 WMantaa 

4 60 aWRWD5iarsaMF(M)RQEM41fll2 


5 000? CUMSeJM»aR0)RClan*ai5:U>12 FHMt 

6 360080 UOMBOOrilHQ ms war 71012 hJIMwi 

7 0310 MORDCnSMpfi) JPtlaa^5 10 12 _ ■ 

8 6360 rMMiouninta)KN«»t^5ioi2-J)atoMiy 

9 2 K0nBi(17)PNk3xik7107 LCM*a(7) 

30 QfflV33 tAPrHMHIIiafrt»B)C»(«TfiM06tt7 

MrCVtodlkoMB 

U 420063 nwmnRlMSffi/ BOMto 

-11 to da ill - 

BOlStts 86 NoM, 8-1 F^fSagt 8MMR) 74 SatoHh Bw, B1 Sn- 
■WMto, 12 \ Irak tow, 16-lPartBia. Lift Htoi RtoriT, T0 1 nttaii 


o on BOOGNG DAY HAMMCAP CHASE (CLASS 

=™JF)£%BOO added 2m 11IW* 

1 Odom’S HONMraiammJTirtttuu sww 

2 445M2 CO ra w mB t (1) (D) J SnyfrOtooun* 17 11 H — 

3 621243 CSmCHAftMtUiaDIttCahlDllB 


BEET (Xt) (D) J GtoDd fi 11 4 

i JOHN mm MBKSHWlO 112- 


1 4PUR34J 

2 U/122S1- 

3 OUW- 

4 41A-2M 

5 4-26433 

6 2MU/6- 

7 42-2521 

8 RU3-12 

9 3033-40 

10 4/B4215- 


4 0354/1-1 

5 44SF4SP 


6 043-3 IMMER MB/ |BU) HP Htotor 8112- 

-idaotoato- 

BCJIMUl 7-4 tamtoiH. 8-3 B ta to to Mto^T-2 Cam 
fltop/toi. 14-1 Mutohj CM, 2MStoratoJWto 


*7U>1 MBTLFTOE STANDARD OPBI NATIONAL 
L*~VJhUNT FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1,500 
added 2m 110yd* 

1 41- DUBUMRBBmrtsumMraVhneniMaraSU u — 

. , . AThMtoM 

2 1 THELADVCAPtNN BO)DfiiO«nA116™-l>8toM0tr 

3 MHEMWMnDHanB4114-~ n — -RtoMaarR) 

4 0- UXXyS0ROCSIMO80|ltokCnvm5U4LM9toai 

5 MAJESDC AFFMI N HandBObn 4 13 4 JRKattta0 

8 muallafMb AWDcdaw4 114 

7 244- MVBUHBtpCQ ltoaSH)84 114_ PH40ay(3) 

8 SaiE ME G tottma 4 11 4 H «atto {7) 

9 SUCAB J QSad 4 11 4_— PHMa 

10 WELSH ASSET KWn0mi 5114 IRjaa 

11 WBLEY WiyUUOR H7ftonDaiaiS114 AH0toa 

12 0 AR flWHVIOWtllJ AUdeS 1013 P OSMMa 

13 ANDC MEADOW A Jaatap 5 10 13 XAhran(7) 

14 HOTTHAUCVAJanBiA 1013. — WMatoto 

15 0 LUCRATIVE FBK 08) MatC Cm 4 ID 13 ILaoMea 

15 56 MASSE SimD (8)10 A Nr(4 1013 LCimM(7] 

17 0 SWGETMQUNrm N Ttonj>0wat4 10 

Btl l UL A-lWIato y Wtntor, 920«M^frt«My,HMt)i al > r AWMr,7-l 
Skyetoi, 8-lTbt Utoy DnCdk 1»1 to Tta Vra. 8/ BatoK, 1M atttos 



HYPERION 

UDO The Mne Captain U30 Noyan 2 jOO Wee 
River 230 Lance Armstrong 3 j 00 Rvletto 330 
Otrt On A Promise 

GOING: Good to Soft: 

■ Left-hand cotnac. 

■ Coarse h north of Lawn an A449. Wotwrtttmpum tatiJon 1m. 
ADMISSION: Club 115; Tattrnralte 50 (QAP mcmbon of Di»- 
mond Club 14); ViewtnK BeMauranL acrid oul CAE PARK: FYee. 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Fariaa Court (3110), YoaaR Ba- 
rn (viaared. 3.00). 

WINNERS IN TUB LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: BtDytine (IDO) tenl 262 mOca 
by W Kanp ftran Dana, Sordera, 

i nnl JUMPMG COURSE NOVICE HCAP CHASE 
-^—-—1 (CLASS O £S,000 added 2ra 4f 110yds 

1 02211-3 DEMKCAFtAW P4)9q09wtoxd 91110 

ihi ftg f ta 

2 FD334U HOUr WAMOGRER RAH) (3) T Geofia 7 11 8 RFWraot 

3 046QM1 MAISSTS QSNCE (17) R Akier 6 11 7 PHMtyffl 

4 2Q122F BALQUNE (30) W Konp 5 11 0 I CtoaC rai 

5 16332F WUEMAKBT(9)(D)RFttofpiG309 IMRua 

6 BS254P mm 8HI1BK (USA) (20) K OBwr 9 10 5— Jacqto m*ar 

7 0W43P I M H BD VIR (10) R laa ID ID 3 — BHo*np) 

8 406503 SAYM0RE(7] WCtaylDlOO LI i TBay 

9 406245 TOTAL ASSET 06) A fate 6 100 Saimaa 

10 243400 SAX8AM(USA)(lB)JI\*ak«7100 Bftam 

-lOdadmd- 

Mriwra wave IQo. Hi* Wtobap netfm: Tool Mm Sa 12b, Satta/i 
9M4EL 

BETTBN: 2-1 MHoq/V ChoLca, 114 Tie Maa Caftato, 6-1 Hoty Wm- 
daw; 8-1 BaByhe, VHBa Mahrit, 10-1 HaaRnar, 144 Mara 

l a oA l PLYVfNE CATERING NOVICE CHASE 
■^1 (CLASS B) OAOOO added 3ra If 

1 0-11322 nmetSKY(12)09m»15U6 lOaboraaB 

2 132460 6EUBBEASWBIB>WPJtfWPlflll5— — JM Itoa iaR 

3 Q2000-1 NOWtott7)RFrtwr6115 MtoBoa 

4 U040- KAMK/QE (2MH K Btoay 6 11 0 ARnntoa 

5 LKF5-2F RE SHY PADRE C>fi Mi jPWwi 7 11 0 Rfteaat 

6 300452 WODEW0MSi(20)M&aditocfc6110 PHatoay 

7 fiSOOP-O CNBBVU£(24TGBagi51013 _ 

6 50FQO MASKBJ MARTW (14) P ftaftad 5 10 13 Stem# 

_ J 

BBTWto 84 FMharav. 94 Ham. 5-1 ll» Sty Pa*a, 841 Rradkaia, 
8-1 flanRa Atotoni, 32-1 Maw Watoar, 20-1 token 

I Aaa I HARRY BROWN MBWORIAL HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS B1 £20000 added 2m 

1 4F10O-2 OAT COUNTY (88) CD) M Hammond 11 12 0 RSenKQr 

2 U3PP43 SOUND REVBUE (12) ACBuohsSllB MBany(7] 

3 115-122 CALU50E BAY (IQ P) 0 Sbenaod 7 11 7 IDtonaa 

4 116224- TREVMOMTWAff (232) (D)RP«pB 7116 

-J Rattan 

5 4-43312 THUMBS UP aemGMcCDUl 10 1011 RRantt 

6 P-55021 CUWRANCHAUBttE(U)nTEBBWty71Dll 


Py on | HAGUE RASTBERS NOVICE MJRDLE 
***** (CLASS El E3JOOO added 3m 11 

1 00-2213 ANIARCnC MHO {23] M/hmmond 6113 RCatoBy 

2 OFllfi-1 LANtXARMSTRONQ [22)QttoC(Xit6113 IQtoama 

3 22-3133 PRUSSIA (5) WCby 5 11 3 TBay 

« 06 DGCBT TWSeCOM) (14) P fatal 4 10 12 Stand 

5 OIF- HMGE{tl5EHKJBnw71012 Bwyljnaa 

6 P6 MOOR DANCE MAN PQ N Ifttmtal 6 10 12 MrDVtoto 

7 P02- TORCH VBIT P01) N WMw 4 10 12 _ 

B 004 WB(IHER1HK(33)WTimr41012 I Ratoot 

9 P64405 MAZMC MWQI 0 >te R Hadwcn 4 10 7_MrW IliaWiwna 
ID 2 NDRflBL (XT) P Mcntft 7 US7 LOwaattafT) 

-lOdadand- 

BEIIM& 94 KortMft 13,4 Ian AmboaR, 5-1 Pntola, 6-1 Antarctic 
tod, UTon* Vart, 1M Htadat Mbade. ttl tohtra 


l o nnl dunstall jumping again selling 

I’^l HURDLE (CLASS G) £3fi00 added 2ra 

1 250-2F2 FUKT1D n EH M htananand 6 11 3 BBmtOy 

2 6-5750 ALHBALDQJJBtoK 4 10 12 RFtantoV 

3 O0-3F0O FOULWOE CALL (20) D McCWn 6 10 12. P Hanky (3) 

4 444> H.T8A5TEVBtE(l(| V#»GftKete«y41012_ABtott (5) 

5 4 UkSrHOUNDWpSICltoittnAlOU— JHknncIf (7) 

6 63-0020 IROW BOAT (8) WChy 5 10 12 TBay 

7 OP-5 ftWCEREO(7WOkfeClin52012 Aianadi 


7 341254 WS IBHBl (U) (D) G Moon 7 108 ICMIa0n 

8 4-26433 HOUQtmw (22) WJartts 10 100 Mr R Barton (7) B 

9 P50-EP3 VHGGD (16) A RMies 8 10 0 Sarylyott 

BETTHGC 541 Ctototoat CMtaags, 34.CMtt«rBav, 4-lHaitt»lfc 6-1 
Ctoy Cotody, 7-1 Soeato RetaMa, B-l We# Hhar, 12-1 ottart 


s PRnftP SC800 (47) R Peacock 7 10 32 1 Catalan 

9 02/- SHAA Q I AHA (USA) (621) J SiyfrCmtiiTia 5 10 12 

10 4 IE AMO {14} M hpe 4 10 12~ IDabona 

11 004 TSTH TOO (27) A Canto 4 10 12 IRaRtoa 

12 0050 YOUNG 8BflON (34) TMIR 4 ID 12 MBtoy(7] V 

13 G51S35 rPRAMCOURf U^pftAtoaJBonerSlO 7-Caqiiyoaa B 

14 GARLANDHAYES Mm K 06001 4 10 7 

-lAdadMd- 

BEnwa H4RtoBdp^6-lTaAreo,LtRpaadn9,81I Tra «to raie, r« a 
ton Coart. Boat, Shawd Ana, 12-1 ototn 

[oohl BOONG DAY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £6,000 added 2m 

1 231144 YUHIAIH (USA) (29) [D) M Rpe 4 11 13 lOttoraa 

2 020-211 nASHTIECA»CX 7 )(D)Mttan«renl 5119 -Jt 8 anR|r 

3 211 YETNttH[M)MMGqrKeRMft4117 

-4 020HJF VMRMNflDAINM(Un)nPMKbailOU7JLIanaelB 

5 21-4113 RANQIKB (KZ) 01) (D) C Han 5 112 IRattoa 

B 3-F31 OUT ON A PROWS {1^ (D) N WSar 4 10 13_R Rpwa* 

7 4142-00 BBMFUOIB»CX(lflmASlmtor5106 TBay 

B 636-210 SWSNMCK (H) (D) 0ft W Mur 5 10 Q ABtott(5) 

9 OOOPP2 SHfflilB MOON pa) FJonh n 4 100 PHMttyffl 

MWnwntii^iattlhw/ianto^w^&franMM 

Moon as lift. 

STOW: M Yat Agato, 7-2 Staab Dw CaW, YWatoaa, 51 BaatRftaL 
W Oat Qa4 ftaatta, 30-1 tttttof Itoea; 14-1 ottare 

■ Prospects for Boring Day bdnge on whether 
forecast frost stays away this evening. There are 
fears that Ayr ami lose its Boxing Day fixture 
to die weather. Clerk of the course Mark Ker- 
shaw said: “We had quite a lot of frost last night 
and we certainly couldn’t have raced today. The 
forecast is not good, with more frost likely, so 
we have planned an inspection for 10.00am on 
Christmas Day. The outlook is not good but we 
want to give it every chance if there a squeak 
of racing.” Prospects for other meetings large- 
ly depend on how the weather shapes up over 
the next two days. At Wincanton, clerk of the 
course Ian Renton said: “At the moment there 
is no frost in the ground. But judging by the fore- 
cast, things look pretty dire,” 


GOING: Good w Saft 

■ LdbtondonldnnL Sbmo oT JOUjito allRtaly uphOt 
■CtometaMClhnm<ifunnociB13Cl nrarjnnramol A'<8and Al. MUOSSON: 
Qab SIX tacoonxianird under- 1 ■» bcc », Taama&a S“. Hour*- JUJ (ara, mctodbiR up 
ta 4 shda&S). CAR FARR: Fnr. 


JtUNXEKED FIRST TIME: Sow. 

WnNStt WTHB LAST SEVEN DATS: Nooe 

UNJCJJCBTANCE RUNNERS: Torek Vm (A) j) am lflj mllr* fay N Walker ftnm 
IbtoOlMttir. 


J2H1 CHWSTMAS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D} £3^50 aM 

1 J5 ADVANCE EAST 03) (0) UOott4U4_ ADofalto 

2 a MnFMBnMPI ttsSSmtt4U4_ Mdraaltowt 

3 13-2535 SttMMDOQRO UtoL£attol4114 Ftelany 

< 4 MUNfWIK(44} T Earaa^ 4 10 12 __.jiaartw 

5 80 lum d CM) P0awta»61012 HIM 

6 U- NQRDC PRMCE (#03 (400) T law 5 10 12 — IMNay 

7 U36 ftoffltalCTDSSpa) MWEanereyaiuu RMaM 

_ jr a 

■DTMft 7-4 Daaa TWaC. 4-1 A4m Eaa*. VI Mia M, 9-1 Wxdlc Prtnoa, 7-1 


BOMUGHBRDGENQVKE CHASE (CLASS C) £6600 added 

2m 


1 sinm eoumiiMUDuajicn TE»e*)5ui2 — . — 

2 533027 1 D#mtt PAST (15) P) M hramontf 6 11 9 

3 0P6BF6 EBKALMKPQ(Z2) MsSSnian5U4 

4 airap W5BBI NOW (MBO) M Canada 7 J1 « 

5 POSF-32 CB0tt2SlMEPQ(5R PBWH1W710U 

-Stttomd- 

IHRB ttauMMttiHNto, 156 DwtoRPOto. 6-1 Mtotor Mara. Httw 


> UM, 25-1 ENoa/ 


ST JOHN AMBULANCE H'CAP HURDLE (CLASS C) £5)000 
added 2m 


FOatonj 

—JFlHiy 

JlOtortfay 

..ADattto 



HYPERION 

L25 JeW 2 j 00 Bond Jnr 235 Red Parade a05 
Stormy Passafle 3-35 Parade Racer 4 j 05 The 
Lancer 

GOING: Heavy. 

B Left-hand, sharp, course wtih short run-in. 

Canoe to nortH of u»im on A38a Newton Abbot auton a mile 

«w*y. ADMISSION: TaOeraaDs SID; CooraeSTx ADCoropanV-dim- 

6v-1 6a free. CAR PARC: On rails ±1^0, renatoido- Cree. 
BLINKERED FIRST TXMB: Bajerri (3^6). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Now. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: PenrTa Choice (SXO) ret 168 
mOeafarJ McConiwchle hem WBrnctite. Wfanrtcfctoilre. 

|4 ~ ^g l THURLES1DNE HOTEL HURDLE (CLASS 

I 1 " -I E) £3fiOO added 3YD 2m Jf 

1 1 JBAU (23)0 limy 8«h 115 RGmoa 

2 U AAMtoAXSa(RQ(«qANe«caitel012 MTMRM 

3 0 APACHE PARR (UHH27)M8hwwf 18 12 BPaeil 

4 B4U08W lunar 1012 JIM I tom (I) 

5 a BARBADOS R HQIlpa 10 12 . _JHanto(7) 

6 nNNEBCA8HPBowfll012 BCHfato 

7 60 SS/BI CROWNS (82) CFUpbam 10 12 TOlCBMr (I) 

8 200 SIU.tEE(85)PB0aenUm SWJraw 

9 COHRACT BRIDGE P Mupby 10 7 WUcftaM 

10 4 HUIAL DIVronH (U) Pft M Ft* U 7 SSnwto{7) 

- 10 dadml- 

BEI1KB: 54JMafl, 114 RftM Dlwnion.B-lBRtai, SIM HenvlIWKto- 
aawaah, 12-1 B BNttNtor, 14-1 oHwis 

f o nn l happy new year novice chase 

(CLASS E) £4^200 added 2m 5f HOyds 

1 22P4-1P BOM>JFR(U)(QPNcMk7115 MrJTtaadfT) 

2 F24F-21 POUOaM(CD)CHlTR«»6115 SW)m 

3 105213- ANOEUTS DOME (3U)Rfa*fcrS 10 12 BParato 

4 6«3P2 COWIIWRSBW(llO)BH(to81012 MWW*(7) 

5 08M6P HANflOVB 20) R Leo 10 10 12 

6 32E03U- HOLD YOUR RAWS (237) RFreR 9 10 12 Itoat 

7 Q9Q38F FBraCNHi(17)PHDbbsG10 12-.-. 

8 OCFBFM SPY06SM[19«APIBiKaTtt8l032 MrMHrato 

9 0027-50 SW«RnCH«Tr(21)BP£llig61012 — _ 

ID MPW1 TOPJ««I»0ll)(lO)NHtatt91O12 ROmna 

U am/53 Cto0U^S CHOKE (2S) G Ham 7 10 7 WMcfWNri 

12 U2RM3 PEARLS CHOICE UdJIfcOmnocIto 8 10 7 SCtoraa 

13 U3F4tf SI0BIYS»«ErWWDB«9107 MrTDraafc(7) 

-13 ito d Nfld- 

BETTWG: 3-1 Poacher, 4-1 Bead Jk 6-lfa*W» Dotoria, IHCaeRy 
Raepar, Paafa Cfaotoa, Hoto Yoar Ranks, 124 ettea 

r^TocI LAN6STONE HOTa HAPffl^AP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5^00 added 3m 2f 110yd* 

1 220-335 POMSAMOUIWIFH) W MfttoSllH — cayptoTOB 
2 U1FP-24 00MMWMCTPMl^811MLyJ1 ttadWa 

3 U2U4 AUJ>maRaE(lfl)nANM«rebelOU8-WMafMaad 

4 IH2251- CANR)»FWlBP^MBJft4»Jl9101D — — — 

5 1022/36 RS> PARADE (K) (20) NHariwB Ifln BAaaaa 


5 3F14-S2 TWH SAMIS (23) C*(»T Fortlar7 10 5 1 

7 300231- KEANO(264) (CD) P Hobba 7 10 2 1 

8 3PIFFP COLD0Y OPAL fU/) ft ajdder H 10 0 MM 

— 8 itodMii ■ 

Mhlnan weM/e lQtf. Aandfcap "dgt: Gtofan Opal 9a 13b 
BPTWftM Cot Matody, 3-1 Deal tacartLMItoaao, 5-1 Alo 
Itaaa Satoto, 7-1 Oatoorta Fretoc, 124. attara 


SF NOVICE HURDLE (QUMJHBt) (CLASS 
**f?jD)£3JS0 added 2m If 

1 5412 SIDRMf PASSAGE (6) (CD) (BF) P Ffabta B 11 5 _B atond 

2 46- ASHDUI (UM) (10ft M HpaGUO «Srapto(7) 

3 02-40 cooNmrs«qiM(2ftRHa«r(4iio innto(T) 

4 OF DWE5C«nE(42)RFiott5U0 IFM 

5 OOP JACRAMBS (10) G Kaa 5 11 0 HrMFUad) 

B 3 0»IW I NM BA Bai|5B)RftPNd*a41in.MrJ'aMto(T) 

7 4440ft* ouwaci g C O UNTRY P D F Tutfarfi 109 — MUHi(D 

B 03450 HAOAMMUCX(SD)NTWNBnOBM510B TJaala 

9 CP TOMOB HDW HAKVEGT pg) R Hod8»4 10B aPOtori 

BEnvi&46StorreyPaatatt-4-10aaFDrlfi*48Mtoa,B^Coentry < Tto- 
qton, Dttaa Caatkt, 10-1 MadM HdbI, 20-1 AoMar. 251 Mhan 

|o qe| HOWL CASTLE HOIH-NOArtCE HANDICAP 
I HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 added 2m Of 

1 20-10 BAJSfi(27)CE£P«n5120 TJatoaB 

2 QSPP2- PAfti8Ul(284) ANaaCCfTbS 7 U 5 MrMMHBl 

3 606 IB. (17] RBuettrfilO? B Penal 

4 23924ft HtSTIB*(3a[(J«***filOfi BCMtanf 

5 400642 iWWESIBOtT (1ft K Bmp 5105 Rttacw 

6 434006 WWri£wa.(10)JPajnB8ID4 MrRPajM 

7 56ftM2 PARADE RACQ) PMupy5103 WMeftotoad 

8 OOTfW- CARDHALMyi£(807)RAirw6100 APMar 

9 03040-5 Mnuttm(BB)JI(Me61D0 SWjma 

10 Q54PGS MU-TADR. (24) R Sate 4100 FJBomt 

11 OPFSOM) WflDKFUBHf«RB*Hf8100 liaaCTkOMB 

12 WUM HKH MOOD (33) T Georg: 6 100 CHja«a{7) 

13 5U04-P2 JOT FWUFE (10) R Snarly S 100 SSapptoO) 

-M d ac to rad- 

»4iwn«e(jhtl0sL True tandtapwafa:C*nSB( Carte 

Uafi Stt 13D. Ata-M 9s 10ft MxS: 9sr 7ft Hgi Uooi 9a 6h 

JtyftrlifeSoSfe 

BLrma: 7^ *Mg*t M«to4y, 5-1 Prartre. M Raetr, 51 Bajarri, 
51 Jay For Ufa, MaL 10-1 FM Rw, 12-1 tohua 

mm CHARMANS FMALE HANDICAP CHASE 
IZ~J (CLASS E) £3300 addad 2ra 110 yds 

1 233-134 BMttMUMMR(B)nfl)UIMViI21130JieRKaO] 

2 582311 THE UNC8I (14) (CO) 0 GmfcR) 7 11 8 BOOM 

3 242443 JAIlffEllia(U|(a)BMRm9£lG DUbrR 

4 P21315 BffOPATOUOi [JiR (CO) Rind 10 11 5 JFVoto 

5 JPftSOO aonratAIAUnmnnAHttaSllLJRBAattip) 

6 412433 nD MI CK (20) (D) R 9 10 12 BPoott 

7 P33B6 0URBIIWBBrf«)en*hNn7303 Slftraa 

8 2F6SL4P MBmBSR08g qftMW 9100 "ft- 

AUrean wRlK ICn. The: famfcop wjjrc Afiaraa ffetoe 9n 13b 
BETTTNB 7-4 Tlai Laioat, 7«2 JMiart a r , H itottl, 51 P i f ra tt t*ra 
eamr, BR OF Attach, m «0«l FW B IM01. 30-1 total 


1 3J42F5 mCODR5MOnE8inQat2) Gfenimsi20 

2 M6020- MSMBUMStOD) jreOntiSUll 

3 OF4H36 HMWl0N0flE{12! (CO) I Ltottfti / Ufi 

4 1110-00 SJBB0N®W GMBfli4110.._ 

5 13- 0UE5DAL CHOU 007) (Di JLtvre£109~ Ma 

6 U1-2U OMOSUMEdSn M W £a9st* 5 10 6 . 

7 21P-U2 NAUM |HQ CU) M Hmnond 4 ID 0 

— 7 dfdWBd - 

■onw: TIOHUa, 51 Hfr Mp a, C ato at to l Chok, 51 Ratos*. 51 Tkoratoa ( 


r 0 4^'} ROWLAND MEYRICK HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 
l^"- LO l £2SJOOOadded3mlf 

1 21P242 JOOAIRftO) PRMumorcilUlO JFTkMy 

3 PIP-443 SCOTHM MM ORE) (12) (Q (D) Mft T tataty 7 11 1 RQantfar 

3 3/121A3 lOSRBOOICPftlQn TtelOlOU 1* States 

4 Ull-12 WE RKYMWKQRQ 081(D) (Bft GRctratoB 108 ADatoto 

5 22123-1 CALLER OW (Kft (47) D Mcrasan 8 ID 0 JIJatoMM 

6 P12125 MRDAMOH057) M Camacho 8 100 Mato Date 

— 1 6ickMd — 

KnMi 7-4 Tlw Way Maak. 7-2 Cal R A (toy, 4-1 Jodaad, 51 La ttmROM. 8-1 Aara Mtoft 
UaSeanaatatoa 

(A yi e- T SUPBUMASTER HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £10,000 
added 2m 4f llOvde 

1 135204 EAS8KMK (14) MBS H Hn0n B 11 10 IFDtay 

2 T124UV- t— i ti— MUHCOPHameniPiir , , ajw— 

3 1U1511 ROT JOHSt 08) (CO) SKHKnel Bill JUtoMtt 

4 P- 55021 aMRMMCHAllBiOE[13| |C0)TEMMby7 11 0 AOtortOy 

-4dadared- 

MOIlie: 84 tatty Jatar. 7-4 CiaWtotoa CtaOMW- 4-1 EaMteraa. 51 Oaaaiai PwritaR 

fWTtol BCDONG DAT NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £3^750 
l£^J added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 441422 K CAPONS MSH 00! DNttntanSUO RJotowaa 

2 P02- TORCH VBH 0K) (301) KWtocr 41012 DBaoRay 

3 441386 PUHQrtM (HQ 09) J HOMrI J ohraon 6 10 B IFTMay 

4 000444 ttLIY HONEY (44) TEasatty510 7 RBantty 

5 036256 BEAU HAJE10T (73) Mas M MApn 4 10 5 M Naatoa (7) 

6 006443 PONT FORGET CURBS (RE) (19) G Moore 4 10 4 N/teoKy(7) 

7 406514 UFOUOY (Rft 09){D) (BF) J Turner 5 10 3 A QoMto 

8 6666 REFIEX HAIMMR (M) John R Upson 5 100 MchadOaato 

9 04-445F HOISFUR SIVEET (5) M W Eaaerfay 4 10 0 PCarfaanyB 

10 /04060 SHP/OHm H%ooft7100 — MrPIteny 

11 Q0060 I>E OITGt MAM (RE) (II) M«LSdM6100 OPam 

- 11 doctored - 

lUta MVK 20tt rrw tetobv MtfiB: Rate ftonanar 9N 12ta Halter tanet 9lB 12tt SN 
Pfaft Shi 4fe D» OOwJtei tat 4ta 

BETTMBe 94 Tfaa CaftatoV WWh, 51 RMtox HamaiK, 6-1 Toreb Veit, 7-1 Don (farprt Ctatto, 
51 MtoRtaa, S% Moony, Udtohora 


. , I 


HYPERION 

12^0 SBp^ 1-20 ll oavo nly Mbs 150 Effervescence 2^0 Pas- 
sage C re ep i ng 2^0 Bon Secret 3-20 Wott asha mbles 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: Inside, except ooe mOe (outside). 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low for fir 4 6f. 

■ LeYLhand. sharp cotase (Eqmoack aurbee). 

■ Coane to aouUi-enn of lown on B2028. Unttfldd audoa (aernd by London Vino- 
ria)ad)otae count. ADMISSION: Manbcts 5 1 3, Teaemita 59. GAR PARE: dab 53; 
remainder ftec. 


BUNKERED FIRST T1MB: Oaken Whod (1 IX)); Fancy Dcaiga (rtwr, 1L00), God* 
Rte (vtoar, &20). 

W INNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN PATS: HratvradyMdaadJiO) wua a LhmflcM on 
FUdagr. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: LovqretanBUara (160) tan been sent llAli mlka by 
N Tinkler from LaqRon, North Tariaddie; The W&m edoOe Inn (1^0) A EaM tod R h 
(2JIO)aent I68mflesbyK HotthaJvd from Upper Longkm. SUOIontoiilre. 


1 ' O ^n l EPIWNYCLAMNG STAKES (CLASS F) (DIV T)£3y450 
added lm 2f (AW) 

1 050518 CSDCZlEnASSA8E(R0P3)KC0rewidanBnHn599 .WRjaelB 

2 400-232 8AROSSAVAUEY09PBui»r595 P ta mny (5) 1 

3 630003 SUPJB05)RKmn39O DHa01toM8 

4 506060 Hm»N»MtJU5A)(M)tB>&AM0Ba689 C#MMaBto4 

5 406000 N0Rlt«NCWt34)JCtRran5S9 — _V«M!ary5 

6 125005 HOWCOOUVi (142) MrtNMac ntoi'3 7 13 IQataaS 

MTWtt 5S Catte U Pararato. U4 Banwaa Way, 51 SRp Aft 51 How OettU, 151 Hatta 
taa lilai. 2Sa Mortnani Ctoat 

pf~9nl MARY & JOSEPH NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS E} £4^200 
L±=Zli added 2YO 8f (NN) 

1 254540 MHLORCHD(S5)RHamon9 7 JtoaaONiM7 

2 143501 HEAH3RTNHSm(0mjBniwr9 5(7to) SSaodanl 

3 302232 lHEwnWOnEitt{Q]RH0Mta9 3 WKyaat 

4 00060 MWMSSIRKSl»JWMuf8fi — — .ACtalfcS 

5 000 OAKEN WOOD (43) N CataRwn 8 1 AaRte Mtecra (7) 4 B 

6 0000 BUND PI8NCE (51) N Catalan 7 10~ JQaha2 

7 000000 MOUSY (31) SEW 7 ID Sat (7) 5 

-7dMtead- 

ARnhumaetfc Fa IOKl True bandcap wRftC U)my 7H SB. 

BEnMG: 74 Wa wyntoaea too, 94 HaawNftr Mae, 7-2 Royal Orehld, 151 OowOaai Tteaa, 
151 Myetey, Oafera Nbod. 1M. MM Waaa. 

npEAl THREE WISE MEN MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES 
IJtoPUl (CLASS E) £4100 added 2Y0 7f (AW) 

1 020343 BfavESCBlCE(7)flHvnr9a JtoaeOTItoi* 

2 40003 KVaWMOMBI»Ijr**»IOn89 — DHcittdl 

3 5660 UYJAQUE5(flRGuea89 — Stateara2 

4 006 MW* (USA) (6) P Ktoewya 9 "~ -; MWRFmS 

mm 44 Btewacaaok 94 Harar 6otf Mew, 51 Soora. 12-1 Uy Jttwa. 

SANTA CLAUS MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5^00 added 
~ y\ lm (AW) 

1 000603 ROYUCARUDN(ia|GLMoare490 SIMmttR 

2 525000 KSJEB«O01)AMsore3aU AOtokl 

3 000 SBkWCBOY054)MaaGayKtoaiiay3B13 Aapto taMtoan (7) 6 

4 650000 IC«OOIFEAGUE0ftTJNh#ai3813 OHM! 

5 OOOOOO UTlt£FUIiRI(13)TJanB3flU RMtoHS 

B 4Q44/63 nveRSaHim0DSl(n0a489 NRyaa2 

7 0 BROWHiO»RaaHa5)WUrann3S8. AmatotealDS 

8 065066 HWC»Dea«(n)PMteial38B IQtt»7V 

9 2624(0 MSMflE 0EEPRRS (37) S Dta 3 8 8 ^S TraiHi| 4 

-SOMteed- 

HmMft 54 Rftto Clritoft 51 ItettRe CRCOtal. 51 fthrer Ston, 7-1 HM BUT b05 151 
Giratti ley, 151 Ftoney Darita. 251 otan. 

f~ o rn| EPVHANY CLADMNG STAKES (CLASS F) (DIV R) £3^450 
brrrl added lm 2f («W) 

1 341403 WARN BEACH (J8)|q 0ft GLMoin599 SMNhmtt2 

2 542240 WtemMUmpQti 7W«a 491 -WKjraiB 

3 200061 BOH SECRET 05) (C) 7 J NattfAn 4 B 13 DMMdS 

4 004260 EASTiaOH (13) R R Htoatowd 7 8 9 .^.JJttVtotoH(7]5 

5 05500 DRHOH HS( PD J Cutoto) 5 6 7 JtMra4 

6 0030 TOPW (9ft JHIs38 & NAdtttoU 

7 600000 JU5IJIRANUSP)JW0r485 KSaadanS 

8 000404 miDE09nAHtt48S — CHMim[7)9 

9 640500 U0M[116P8u!)Br3a3 )Qttto7 

10 005305 EH9CAQ0USB) A Metre 3711 F Horton 1 

-lOdadread- 

BEnWG: 54 Baa Sareat, 54 WMkM Stack. 7-1 Uwa j ou ri too ci , 151 CTcadoaa. Madfarta, 
U-lUKlMottara. 


3-20 l RBNDEER HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3y450 
I (AW) 

1 WUffi CUBI AI1IMCE (1^ (CO? A Moo# 4 10 0 

2 230631 VRUIASiAMBUS (15) (CD) L Movapr Had 5 9 2 

3 ES/S010- QHU(489){aqN&0am69t — - 

4 550343 COBeREO03)WHut39O 

5 500034 COH 90 NO (44) S Dow 3 3 13 — — 

6 000000 ADROV0J JfMgtf4B9 

7 000002 MAFBKO{12)J08nan6B9 

8 351023 ROntttB DOMB 03) W Utton 7 8 4 

9 06600 QM£WMMOMHCbi(«i(f04711 

ID 462060 7H1HA [U)ltaiHMnratorr4 7 10 — tatt 

-lOriKtavd- 

Ahrirun aeife 7stlCto. True tanefcap ne/fx ZelOa 7st 3fc. 
BETTlM6:7-41i re tlai h Mto)toa, T-2tea«t AMMi ce, SICobStoi He, 51Code 
DotafclD-l Carina, 12-1 tobara 


added 2m 


_D fated 10 
-JtottOMIS 
— ACtotkCV 
.uJiSandaaB 
09 weency(G )2 
— VStoUary 9 

F Norton 3 

J «*■! 

i Ottawa ( 7)7 


Red, 51 HoUdnC 









PREMIERSHIP HALF-TERM REPORT 


With the busy 
Christmas period 
marking the 
midway point of 
the League 
campaign, 








ft ,-•* 




Phil Shaw 

assesses the 
performance of 
the 20 teams 
so far and offers 
his finishing 
order come May 



The shock of the season? Eyal Berkovttch celebrates after scoring the first goal in Southampton’s 6-3 win over Manchester United Photograph: Empics 


W§ 


!lp^ 

cess sofecanbeSlSS’ *£*' suc ' 
the old vSecthe^S?H triurn P h 


2nd Arsenal 


4th Newcastle United 


53§g sS-# : 


^ increased tneirsw^^^b^^j^terrespeo: 

__ — -J 


™& Joe Rqtfe bSn^wrSi™"' 

« sSSSsSL jji 

one vwrttand l0 ° 1 ** a WOfId 
jgf s intelligent runs haro^S N,ck BarTn - 
F^gUson’s aerial piwS^taSEL ^ with , 

gone some vSwf'Jt&SPeed’s »»als 
ager’s view that tUZS^^SSSS' ^ man ' 
be redeemed, but EWrnn^ nu ^ e waiting to I 

crucial areas. 00,1 rerT10fn short of quality in I 


9th Chelsea 


1 certainly hwethe JS sSmSS' not always be said 

for the **•""£? ££* StoWem has been one of 

l of Roberto D» Wateo- v® p* ^ Zola’s class 
Incompatibly wtth problems. These 

l hits shone through weak spalkeepmg 


has shone weak goafteeping 


be a virtue whaT^^^^^JpPran status can 

Arsena/’s chaflenae couw ii?!f °2? WndefS whether , 

absence 

Wrightforgaafe. TherSfvS^lS? 00 fo" 
M *^ ST 00 BETTER: David Ptatt J 


Pll 

Bosnieh and Gar ®*_^- nie y;have - 

| :>me long-term : ; 

merged unbow^a^^^-than the sum qf . 

oached c ^ t V TT1ore /L r ' 

he parts. ^ nedds a better 


.dearly Inspired tiy Arsine iSJJf 
ed instSM^^^2E? 0, P«wW- 

r^»SS» 

should be heSR.^ njunes & *<sson's inherit 

SS-SfSiHHis Sutton I 

“W DO BETTER: ****** | 


ssss^^ssass^--- 

ess.;, ; ; 

SfSrgSs” 


* MaiichestBr 

ssksw 

yMrtBKbKS- 

^ beaviV on 





pastes 

BSgwaSF^- 

MUSTPOBEnHH; Am /teprife 


continues to fell 
££f£Mv1h8*eeF, 
h °L"?" Shearer and Les 

E-mat tnev am i 


f\ -**oJF 


( I at Areenai plus a battering at -ft 

Sg^»T . ,V:; 

sssssss ® 

*ss^3H~«ss. 

^versen. though raw 00 "»». 

^n Wlnsmann th^S^ta^ l lS m,T,on ^ 
Darre n Anderton would efwe SS^SI^ W i nurrt,e,: A fit 
S 0 ™** as »ciateS fi w,fe? ) ^ rf «» swagger 
«me f an R\ Cup run and aSSSif^ ^ mea n- 
their compass. respectabte finish should be 

S^^JS^Campbeil 

MW DO BETTER: Ruef Fox 


&Ssszs* 

the Nether- . 

I W 




iwp^g^S3c£5iw» ; ®|u 

** NT ■ - 

andathteficism. ■ 

Perry ^ 

SaSTmore d«ennrig g^g^larte te the 
ISSback thaa.Domlnk: j^rcus Gayle 

ItiSSS’s finest uncaPP^KPSefendere lookslug* 

12S»sa" 

- 

I 12tJi Leeds United 


Jtotoing Illustrates Leeds’ decline • 
better than the comparison between 
Jjagrarr^ionship^Hninff mM/mw 


lahdsJAoWJ^^iaiK,: 

SS^i W seems bet, 

'ssssssskSSS S ss*^- 




^nfor^nSte?^SbS'^PS‘ Al^ 

Dublin score more majpfPrmf 1 ^ wfl D»n 
renriu nu,,. "Y 6, mpugh the aanr 




TOrpjwg a defenshre SnS.'S? ^ « cur- 
once mor^^ e to ^ ' *• doom-laden 


* 

w«»«sga asL. 



i everyone’s up w ” r 

‘riown With an astute manager 

■t^rassssr. 




Ives by edM position is M 

in late autunf ^L ^ 2SJSL feasshort of depth 

tarter because toOTsqUMB^ Msalsoesk- 

Noll b i^^S^nert month, to 

lot of Hesk«y.J^ ^ nrtlSWTO ^ ^ 

rain hte stormngS^JI^^ Ne iL Lennon 
^ d »“®r wallets and W^er expe®- 

issajsstH--,. 

57 00 BETTERS Hewn Poole 


I J5 ^-'^(0?/ 

gr- 

^ in the land 

“** SESmtee pace and finishing 
"SXKh 1 A^r&fered most 
’ STqhoSd constitute enough 
Jlfdrop:Butthe run-in is likely tq 
their bromotion campaign- 
T«^tS?bKGft • style un- 
S^towe^ final chapter 

ggftv"* r . 


*b PWfioent enrx»lt^??jJ!^ J cu y )f,ce foreigners 
way's Gaos Lundekvam^lS ^ s f£^*^ttertNorT 
midfield became hk. e switch from dsfonna «« 




kte SEES? ' 

SSaSr!sS£ 

V defenders abrtSdflS 2SH? od 
[ M agaln^ShS^TSSS 5 - ^ Raductoiu's 

h ^reSS^SSE2 nan •« day. jC? 

I tertM - ominousfy, C^d t MrtSL* se L them m 
»ee Own sucked into the power could 

reieswkln °°g-m 

DO better: lain Dowle 


This timeno one ^■gSHgff o£tf* 

ssa«c®asss«*?w 




: Ii5fss?a 

ss®sr^ 

aS 5 *a333sS ! Sfi i “' 

»t soul like Ian Rush ^ might end up a 
WDO BETTER: Lee.Sham* 


{*** 

»jlW: 

I Set Brid^^^^^recently; itejj* •»)». ■ 

bSS^^^^^’SrS’lSSir'Sw. 

lg^«»rt^1Wg^^]^^goalKeep«.. 


SS-SDV-KI AM’ 


ickhrencnmau ^ ^noudi tor what*oo«s 

gSrSotETTia: Uonel Perez 



E^ssasfflfc;. 


do in a short 


u ''nuiwia oecause hk Pn«j-.u . ,,lAJI “om oersnce to 
I not be tiustod tn SnySfhJS? f S^ oor ^ ^ 

^ nwe ruthfess-rSi^^SS,? 11 ® montt,: “We 
“««ng months may not beiKSf Sf* more.- The 

must do better. Richard Pryden 


Gosstey Dean^nd^^otg^pg^ . 


fhe’OTiSi^^eWupas 

sKcaafiSSSr 


Bil> 


fiSSpUPUi Colin Cooper .. . . , 

g^pofelTEB: Peon Saunders 


H"S a i a!pl«iBSK3MaS' 

Uasa^ffisssSS 1 

8S3;!3rfffKS5Siaar 

¥&SSS»ssS 


The story 
so far 

pdBUBRSHflP TOF FIVE 
1 September 

p W D L F A Pts 
StaftWM.^ 3 0 0 6 ? 9 

CawbMi 3 2 1 0 3 0 7 

Arsenal J ° ? 8 

bmnVfla .3 2 0 1 A 1 ® 

CaELj^iao 7 0 5 

1 October _ _ 

p W D L F A M 
UvbimoI ....6 6 2 0 IS 6 20 
M* J802M 1018 

Aomal J 1 17 8 17 

K!uw::^s 440 »6« 
WknUedon.^ 5 0 3 12 7 IS 

INoveffiftw 

p w D L F A PB 
Aisand ......il 7 3 1 22 8 24 

Nowcast* ..118 0 3 ^ 12 24 
(JumdooI ....10 7 2 1 20 8 23 

SL..U7 1 3 20 1122 
Man UM.-.-U 5 4 2 22 17 19 

1 December 

p W D L F A Ptt 
wggnal „_.J5 9 4 2 29 13 31 
keW»stte -^5 9 2 4 26 17 29 
5SST..J.48 4 2 24 13M 
WMtedon.lSS 4 3 2b 16» 
Man Uld IS 7 5 3 29 22 26 

HOW THEY STAND TODAY 

P W D 1 F A P!s 
Uuerpool ....18 114 3 35 17 37 
J£2 £u..:.. 18105 3 35 18 35 
WfraMedon^lS 104 4 30 22 34 
mw -18103 5 27 15 33 

Man Utd 18 8 7 3 37 25 31 

• EnAxfiTg bst nuccn 

Bast value buys 

Paul McGrath (Derby) 
£ 100,000 plus 
appearance increments 
Patrick Vieira (Arsenal) 
£3.5m 

Aljosa Asanovic (Derby) 
£960,000 

Worst value buys 

Karel Poborsky (Man Utd) 
£3.6m 

Find of the season 

Eyal Berkovttch 
- (Southampton) 

Matcta of the season 

Newcastle 5 Man Utd 0 
20 October 

Goals of the season 

David Beckham (Man Utd) 
v Wimbledon. 17 August 
Alan Shearer (Newcastle 
United) v Chelsea, 23 No- 
vember 

David Ginola (Newcastle 
United) v Manchester Unit- 
ed, 20 October 
Gaffes of the season 
Kevin Pressman (Sheffield 
Wednesday) v Wimbledon, 
12 October 

Southampton playing the 
Senegalese striker Aly Dia as 
a substitute against Leeds 
following a bogus “ recom- 
mendation" from George 
Weah. Dia was released im- 
mediately after an appalling 
display in which he himself 
was substituted. He is now 
on trial with Gateshead. 
Save of the season 
Peter Schmeichel (Man- 
chester United) v Arsenal, 
16 November 1996 
Miss of the season 
Joint award to the Notting- 
_ ham Forest strikers Kevin 
Campbell, Dean Saunders 
and Jason Lee for persistent 
I achievement throughout the 
season 

Leaifiig scorer 

Ian Wright (Arsenal) 14 
Fastest goal 
Robbie Fowler (Liverpool) v 
Middlesbrough, 29 seconds 
Oldest player 
Gordon Strachan (Coven- 
try), 39 years 293 days, v 
Derby. 30 November 
Ybungest player 
Jody Morris (Chelsea), 17 
years 242 days, v Middles- 
brough, 21 August 
Highest aggregate 
9 Southampton 6 Man- 
chester Utd 3 
Goafless draws 
16 

Goals per game 

2.6 

Top scorers 
Manchester Utd: 37 

I Meanest defence 
Aston Villa: 15 conceded 
Draw specialists 
Sheffield Wednesday: 8 
Best home record 
-« Arsenal P9 W6 D3 LO 
. Worst hone record 
Nottm Forest P9 W1 D5 L3 
Best away record 
" Liverpool P8 W5 D1 L2 
Wont away record 
- Southampton P9 WO D2 L7 
! Longest mbeatea rim 

I Wimbledon: 14 
Longest without a win 

Nottingham Forest 16 
Bad behaviour 

614 bookings 
20 sending-off 

Most sendlnge-off 

Sunderland 4 
Most bookings 
Chelsea 45 
Highest crowd 
55,210 (Man Utd v Arsenal) 
Lowest crowd 
8,572 (Wimbledon v 
Southampton) 

Research: Jon Brodh'n 
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port 

1 explained to her that in rug 
applaud the opposing side. 1 

by you could support a clu 
'his did not happen often i 

b but 
n foot 

still 

ball 


Almost 20 years ago I took ray 
daughter, who was then in her early 
teens, to see Llanelli pkrv London 
Vfelsh at Old Deer ftuk. It was, I need 
hardly say, at her request, for I do not 
bdieve in imposing rugby on anybody, 
least of an on adolescent giris. An oW 
friend of mine was there as well, and 
the three of us sat together. 

The Llanelli backs performed 
some nifty move and one of them 

scored a try. My friend and I dapped 

politely saying: “Well done,” or 

something along similar lines. 

“Why are you both dapping?" my 
daughter asked. 

“Because they scored quite a good 
try," I said. “Bui you're supposed to 
be supporting London Welsh,” she 
replied, “not the other Iol” 


I explained to her that in rugby you 
could support a dub but stiD applaud 
the opposing side when they did 
something {yaisewathy. This, I went 
on, did not happen, or not often, in 
football, in whose culture her friends 

bad presumably been brought opr 

The crowd at Straddy Park, 
Uanelifs home ground - only 10 
miles or so from where Jier grand- 
parents lived - were, X continued. 
wannn^minythenie,fen3oasforap- 
plautfing the visaing side if they per- 
formed meritoriously. 

She was, I seem to remember, un- 
convinced by my short excursion in 
search of that elusive substance, the 
spirit of Rugby Union Football. If 
you supported a team, you sup- 
ported a team, and .that team’s op- 


ponents were yonr enemies. This 
way of looking at thing s had been 


season, nut with the game being 
made professoral ic has become 
more pronounced. Certain dubs 
lave helped it on as way. Richmond 
are a case in point 
Before die match at Richmond pop 
muse is played cwr the loodspeak- 


er&Notbzng wrong with that, 
quins do ilto same ra The Stoop -old 
Adrian Stocp must be rewMng in his 
grave at several revolutions per 
minute- and %sps do it when they 
are playing at Loftus Road. I should 
myself a selection of touring 
l marches 




.Bui I ami 

ring on a bit now, and tastes < 


ALAN WATKINS 


What is objectionable is not what 
goes on before a match but what hap- 
pens during it, at Richmond at any 
rate. If the nome side score a try, a 
short but loud burst of Gary Glitter 
comes over the toudspeakm. If a 


conversion or penalty is kicked suc- 
cessfully, we are entertained to a 
snatch of Roy Orbison’s It’s Over. 

This is quite witty, I suppose, in 
a silly sort of way. But the perfor- 
mances, whether of Gray Gutter or 
of Roy Orbison, are put on only 
when Richmond score. The visiting 
team might just as wdl not be pre- 
sent at au; they are non-persons. 

This policy of non-recognition 
seemed paroculaiiy strange when 
Richmond played London Scottish 
ea rli er in the season. Theoretically, 
in toms of fixture lists, h may have 
been a home match. But as the two 
dubs share the Richmond Athletic 
ground, all contests' between Rich- 
mond and London Scottish are home 
games for both sides. 


I wonder, iacklentaBy, ho»- much 

longer this arrangement can contin- 
ue if Richmond are promoted to the 
Fust Dwaktt On tteoccasfon Sot- 
tish had tried to match Gaijr Glitter 
in the stand with scree five papers on 
the t oqdflfa e. Just as it was on the 
field, it was no contest. 

Richmond are one of nty favourite 
dubs. They play not only entertain- 
ing but powerful rugby- They were 
unlucky to lose to Sale, to judge by 
the press reports and by the tong ex- 
empt shown on by Special. [Is 
there, I wonder, anv point at all in 


showing all those short excerpts?] 
Brian Moore, a more peaceful ari- 
zen than he often tikes to give the 

i ofbemg, was even more 
to be sent off. 


I take credit for spotting the 
qualities of the revivified Allan 

Bateman some weeks before the 
Welsh selectors did. 1 am delighted 
that Scott Ouinnell has. through the 
intercession of a beneficent busi- 
nessman, Geoff Cartwright, been 
aWe to resolve his differences with 
the Welsh Rugby Union. I hope his 
brother Craig is picked for Wales as 
well. And I am pleased that Chris 
Clark, who used to be an England 
prospect, put in an appearance at 

loose-head prop last Saturday. 

In short, 1 wish the club well. I 
have nothing against Richmond. 
Long may they prosper, at any rate 
until the mon^ 1 runs out. I only wish 
they would now give us a rest from 
Roy Orbison and Gray Glitter. 
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England needed 
to take more risks 


Cricket 


DEREK PRINGLE 

reports from Harare 

Wisticn is specific about them, yet 
anyone who saw Sunday's last 
over from an England perspec- 
tive wDl know that wides are far 
more emotive than the chapter 
and verse given by cricket’s table. 

I hesitate to say black and 
white, because, like most sport 
that uses an on-field enforce- 
ment agency like umpires, in- 
terpretation is everything. For 
most it was the fourth ball of that 
final over, the one immediately 
after Nick Knight's towering six 
had brought England within 
five runs of victory, that caused 
the greatest ire, forcing even the 
placid to emit bellows of rage in 
front of their television screens. 

It was not the only ball 
Knight, a left-hander bad not 
been able to reach, tired as it was 
two feet wide of his off stump. 
And yet - perhaps expecting 


Heath Streak to fire it down the 
leg ride - bad the batsman not 
shuffled ever so slightly to leg. 

In Law 25, the relevant part 
states that a ball is node when 
'The bonder bowls the ball so 
high over, or so wide of the 
wicket that, in the opinion of the 
umpire, it passes out of reach 
of die striker 7 ’. It is not a nude 
if “the striker, by moving from 
his guard position, causes the 
ball to pass out of his reach, or 
the striker moves and thus 
brings the baB within his reach”. 
As it was, England perhaps 
should have risked running 
byes to the keeper as balls fired 
either side of the stumps are 
never easy to collect cleanly. 

It was a tactic Streak bad 
been using for at least four overs 
to slow England's run-rate and 
one he admitted he was lucky 
to get away with. He would nev- 
er have been able to do it with- 
out penalty in one-day cricket, 
which is &r stricter on balls pass- 
ing down the leg ride. 


Wells signs for Kent 


The former Sussex captain, 
Alan Wells. 35, joined Kent yes- 
terday cm a five-year contract, 
with the 37-year-old batsman 
Neil Thylor moving in the op- 
posite direction. 

Wells, who spent 16 years 
with Sussex, was dismissed as 
captain eight weeks ago and this 
led him to making the derision 
to finish his career with anoth- 
er county, with his release grant- 
ed last month. “The recent 
exodus of pfayers from Hove is 
not the reason for my depar- 


ture, 7 ’ WriJs said. “The captaincy 
issue initiated all the upheaval. 
It is time for me now to lo^r for- 
ward and not back." 

Chris Adams, the Derbyshire 
batsman, has been fined by his 
county for saying he wanted to' 
leave the club. The 26-year-old 
claimed he was desperate to 
move from the County Ground 
and offered to buy out the re- 
maining two years of his con- 
tract. Derbyshire refused to 
say how much Adams had been 
fined. 


BOXING DAY FIXTURE GUIDE 


Football 

3 0 untea stated 
M CARLING PfSMERSWP 

Aston VIQav CMh»___ 

Blackburn » Nuwrwim 

Loads » Coventry - 


DRIWnBauuUEPIHlirl^^^H 
MwtfwwtaJIbBuroy Q s ii^n oi CT aiao?: 


Liverpool v Lteenteor __ 
RHddkisJirDntfh v Euerton . 


Hottatfiam Forest v Mmdmtar Utd- 
ShSliMd We dnes day v Aronal (54g) 

SutxtezfBfid v Pf * y — 

Tottenham v S ou t ham p to n [12-0) 


t Ham (12.0). 


HATTONWIDE LEAGUE FMST DMSKHI 

Bradford vSwIMdDta 

finmaftyv BoMoo ■ • — 

IpsaitCb v Crystal Pataca _________ 

tor City v Port Vile 

i BknrinQuim CL01 
«vS* 


Quant's Pa* RanfSrt * Nonrteh (12.0) . 
RHdix * Watt Bromwich . 

Southend r Chariton (liO) 

Stoke v Barnsley 

r HuddasMd 


Wolves * Oxford lltd 
SECOND DMSON 

Blackpool v Bantfey- 

Bournemouth v Brim Rovare (12.0) . 

Bristol cky v Shrewsbury (12jq 

Bury v Crewe . — _ 

Cbastorfletd * Rote ... _ 

enangbam v Luton (J3JJ) 

IBM v Peterboro u gh (12.0) . 
Plymouth v Brantford. 

Watford V Notts Count 
Wraodnm * StocfcjurL. 

Wynmnba v Wal " 

York v Preston. 

THIRD DIVISION 
Barnet v 1— lleW (U) 


0130; Wckmco Tom v • 

S^£SSES8SS IB 

vDBrcnre Be SMwyTwmvtMdmk. MMwvf Ot- 
vUanc BMen v Saxxtndro: Qmnrtun v CM» 
OUOfcBMcolomvimdawTMcINoedsvRoBi- 
M (1130: Rwmai v Brenre axon Stepan* 
Dyiraw V iMMtt 0X0); SnM tasu0i * Macr 
Gnm OMC Stated vDuteyc Stttei Catena* PW 
RananU10KVSA«iyvBMlia«in2J».SHab- 
«T 1 MNm BaUNy v Hawn; Grab & Bander* v 
EWM 11201 : Faebmi v MBndchM 
ban » Ckxtedont IMi vSt toonwd* Somt: 
tontnwvFWm|iijSrS*«i»v«riwCU^K 
WieHwa Maw v Oavsdcn CllJOt Wtemautt » 
Nwrtum <MM) BJSh Wre v Oman Ilian. 
UNUET Sussex COUNTY UEMU> Fhtt DkMen 
U1CC AnixJNvParw: ENtecumeToon vumm 
StaWN HMedevSEwasHB NonfmnYMCAvWbe 
Rnsmr v turehmc Sredtan v PeacaiMn A 

TMmMNSMwvfWlMUfSiWhMrtvShirebNn: 
Thai BttfeM V (Waooo: WNahava v We Oak. 
VHNSnMLEXD KBIT LEAGOE SedmOam V Cay 
uuot Omn v QocfMvt; Fwanhant v Deal 
iiua Ranma alatoaaod U 10 K 

Mono ILLO). 


-02J) - 

CwnfaddCa Irtd * Scunthoipa . 
CardtfT v Torq 


CariUe v Harttapoai 
Chester o Rochdale _ 
Doncaster v Scarboroi _ 
FoBiam y Exeter (12JD) 

- I v Sv ia naee — . 


Hufl v Uncoht 


%r- 


Orlant y Northan apt as C12J)— 

y Dortngton— _ — — 

BafS SCOTTISH PflOMEH DMSMN 

Aberdeen v Caide 

DadN Utd v iKothanaod 

P mif H lH ftW vl 


vision: Boston Tons) v Hoheaen U2J0K Bourne ■ 
' f imn Bure* vMSDorauxahMmtst 
na v StamfoRfc Msdia u ptan Spancw v Co- 
1 X 0 ); PoOan v Stott*! OXOK Sa Nam v 
] ttUb Btos— A Uo)QiCodyvDaabtt- 
n«i tixa vwttwareuigvNa«peii Pa»ta» 11X0): 


UXOR Thttton v Bmom 02JCS. 

NORTH WBt COUanCB UEMUE Fkst OMNom 


jtom IXOt: Sceacr- 
End « SattsW Ndaeow v Naopecn CUD): taadt v 
HeBarOMBwsaBhSOWmsutB toB aa N W 
ted v Uoarta*: VkuMI CM v taacoL 
JEWSON WESSEX LCAGUdMtanmnvftottarfWB 
11X301; Mtoto vWhttteare OX30R BA Spttta » 
Town nUBr. BmrtDK Hsstfi v DOMden 02XTK 
Cbnate ae ahVIlBniaayllXOK&aMaiBiutetore uo 
tM IIXjOU Ponaiewh BN v Goreort (1X0): l^te 
v East Ceaaa: Thauaiam v !>«>•«** Wrrfcoma v 
BoisnanounH:(lx3CD- 

DITERUMK EXPRESS IMDLAND MIMNCE (1X0): 


Mbendan v KBrnamook 
■ vRatth 


FIRST DIVISION 

East Fite v St Mlmm (24)) 

Nortoc » qyd eb a nk— 

PWtUtvDti 


» Jotastaoe v FattM 
SECOND DIVISION 
Ayr v KamBton 


P u ibi i to o v Stranraer 

mn> DIVISION 
AHdb Ronre * Fbrtw _ 
Artroeth v Rose County. 


I ihiuumi CONFERENCE: UttNm v UaC- 

mttwFimtemtfivBNtoCaiaaheadvSaWw^; 

MSDttiianrtk'NdiidainireWfBnaraeMUuw- 
Somuf v MmeamBK Swiare**^ Taited 
irHadneated: wareg « <lX30t. 

08 UMBUE Pun i er PteMora /y wety* V ^angop 
OLO': B w r wood u BanoDiSanted I12J0K 
feme* v cwadi Hamm (liOh u&c- 

** UU (110). Batofjwm 
(feirvnaflNi illm wn BoBMJivEiwrt* 

* a Atom (12 oi. imasnlsn » gm*f »|ll.in.» 

Atones * YmNk (llJOr, YBM u Oaon) ont. nnt 
DMiter nBTtqtttwvWwrcc BaiWrenredy Bn- 
to lUJOc Camw Wand v Bda ttay OX3 q):CmV' 
4* V (HmcIhN; UttKNwad u Harenn aUOn 
Marina v uttndff 11X30*; Dome* *Wilton4Hw- 
•am; name » AOii|«onto«v WeM^unvAadam 
JXOp: UMBwig v Saeond DUaw 

tareeiHodnm U UOV to-Sv^ten-f^TO: 
fefadvLAtftonllLO): few** ■'Hun grtrt.q w- 

tnStlhreruHBnelHNfWieadtlXWiCotorBoa 
4 Aonanaf * W» 1 J 2 . 0 ). JNrtmd v !««»*«« wnd- 

SfSaank Eton ilimWMnfswaMJwnniOL 
Wre DHttoR Miey » Drew fixffl, Em Thunott 
J ftanrea 1 1X0). Merited v Harto w UXO l: tores v 

Eirem5EM;T«ig*Souma«:W*aBaonevN(rtT 

«tt*r. Wngwe A FtmMay * •*W*> u nr U-«- 
iMtaOn* LEAGUE Pi rente Pkteoru.-towtlan v 
SanbNBndteiUMon , toaK BydivOiasate: »■ 
jw Boy* tamale*: Enter v Frtc Wer, fl a eabnuuft 
» Buswi Ite wwte LM v BMW im»w « 

ss5ST^«ass:ssr; 

Canmase. Amoun W « NWBrfaM: Ctaron Amu 

,Bwwh»». g vFWiteyCm» tojtl at ii dte [nn i; 

H«tai*DlB»hd«n 11X0): ONi» vtWWWjte ttffl: 
tem p l e Tore v Ssafbid Part Jnir 

VtetgSgBBi tow*i UW * Worteop I U.30H M Wltt* 

• temnm Tomi: watenDU v ante Nanamid. 


fedgntfh v SMnN; oreanre * 
BsttlNNC HnsNay AMatex Bam** Nr^teSWuto- 
caste: iMwy vHahaarea Maate* Patnmvfeat- 
ud; Aattal uSWteiea: Sttpann* u wrei ASdtetti 
Mtec Wteehal v Samrea. 

JEWSON EASIBW igAflUEIharetePk ttM (1X 0 
urte ftjy Toi« v Dtt msto V 

Wia si a > U> Goriastort v fiM YmnouBs * 

SBNnteWCIWBWaBrnpn WiHmre liyCuiaB gSo- 
)OTvNaren»rite;SudhaifVtei^ «a?W ?ta: 
vteBU V Fttaonma wUach v Mato tMre v toa- 
CNOA. 

FEBQWtlON BBEWHtY NORTHUM IMMftN 
DMiloa: StoUen v IIM Autttexf tXLOK Wtet* v 

CucboiwU' oxsn. 

NOHTHBW C0UNT8B EAST LEAOOE Prarete W- 
nllbin Hudottt vAflwU (12.0). 

SMBHOfF BBSM i£«BUE Pleader DWatere An* v 
OfttmlK Ciusadm » CakraMi 0tereM*lw* 
SSTStovaareren. nrtW teM r . 
* Oira^R Ctnek » MycteK Lame v Odtttey: Nmy 

Can** fey. Bar- 
. ._L30j:C*mwnhen 
v uaresnsatt Dtta 


LEAGUE OF WALES: 


aasBgasBgS- 

m: PonrmaOS* v CaamNte* PM * 

pooivAWysMym. 

Rugby League 

rmnw matches: 

,’SlS^SSifflS!v’3Sf3i.“* n 

Ru^jy Unkm 

CLUB HATCHES: fe dfrnfl 
pod Rdmk v wrei IMW«I. 

fma Mate* satouOOi: AtoteevS"? 

^attaviteren aotiteBtoNten YSteU CMi- 

«5g^™^a^rsawttt»yiM- 
MyHaigatettW atm. 

Cricket 

SBCOHPTOT ffhte tv *!**??^**# ^ 
baaw • En^na ler ware SpN» 

|C9 hockey 

auraaiAflue & #&*** ^ 

ISO: State*! 

2 sS SSsSs—jsjr^* 

Partay Pure v taataytau toteM 


Onc-day laws -but not those 
describing short-pitched balls 
rising omier shoulder height as 
wides -are to be introduced to 
first-class matches in T-norhmr^ 
whenas of next year, all wides wifi 
cost the bowler two rims, instead 
of the current penalty of one. 

Although there B nothing 
wrong with upping the penalty 
- wides are in arty case a far 
greater breach of control than 
a no-ball which is also worth two 
runs — the charge is likely to re- 
move the dimension of unpre- 
dictability which made last 
week's Test match such a 
thrilling spectacle. Over short 
chases, like the one Hn ^an d 
had on Sunday (37 overs), only 
the batting team has a realistic 
chance of winning Had the 
game been subject to one-day 
restrictions, Zimbabwe would 
have been virtually powerless to 

stop Knghn d cniising to virtnry 

As it is, they can now regroup 
and hope to beat England here, 
which more or less justifies 
their spoiling tactics, although 
not their excessiveness. That 
should have been moderated by 
the umpires. 

• In amilar fiinTinmBrM Fug, 
land would and have done the 
sameJn. fact, it was during last 
winter’s fijurthlfest against South 
Africa in Port E&zabeth that Do- 
minic Cork was called for a 
wide that wasn’t, a decision the 
umpire, Cyril Nfitcfaley, took at 
ter Cork had paasteatly fired the 
ball wide of die batsmen’s leg- 
smmp to prevent them scoring. 

England have every right to 
be dirappointed about last Sun- 
day's outcome. But they cannot 
cryfouL - 


Ayr find 
the ties 
that bind 


Ice hockey 


STEVE P1NDER 

There was plenty to keep cold 
hands warm and chilled blood 
racing as the pre-Christmas Su- 
per! eague games saw two 
matches go to overtime without 
breaking the draw and two oth- 
ers won by just one goal. 

Both tied matches featured 
Ayr Scottish Eagles, who start- 
ed the weekend at Manchester 
Storm in front of a HXQOO crowd. 
Fagias led 4-2 at the end of the 
second but Storm, second bot- 
tom, decided attack was the best 
form of defence raid goals by 
Shawn Byram, Mike Morin and 
David Smith saw them lead 5-4. 

With 35 seconds left, Ayr 
pulled keeper Cotum Cavflla 
for the extra player, a tactic that 
can either force a goal or pve an 
empty-net goal away. Thus time 
it worked, Matt Hoffman tying 
the game 5-5. Sudden-death 
overtime remained scoreless, a 
fair reflection on the game. 

The next day Ayr welcomed 

N nftrngh nin Panthers fresh farm 

thrashing Sheffield Steelers 6-2 
with a 4-0 final period. Eagles 
took a 3-0 lead by the end of the 
second but Jeff Hoad scored 
twice in 10 minutes to make the 
score 3-2. With twominutes left, 
Neil Morgan tied ’the match 
without, again, overtime pro- 
ducing foe deciding goal 

Basingstoke Bison met 
Bracknell Bees for the tfitinJ time 
in foe league and duly record- 
ed their third win, 4-3, over the 
bottom dub who had three key 
players missing. Bison effec- 
tively won foe match in the first, 
Chris Maybmy and Steve Brown 
both scoring on the power play. 






Kbp'£6fit ..... 


SPORTING DIGEST 


POOLS FORECASTS 


Saturday 28 


FA 

i 


v Aston MUb 


2 Ctoeisea vSDoflWd Wed— 

3 Coventry v hHttastxoutfi. 

4 Dtf 9 v Bbettwm 

SB*rtDnv«mbtedon 

6 tocKUrv Noam Forest . 


F* 

1 Araeral v MOttasrount 

2 Obbss v Lfieqiool 


7 Manchaster Utd v l owft . 

8 Newcastle vTotKnham _ 
0 West Ham v Sundstend. 


3 Cownoy v Swidatann . 

♦ Dertjyv Shea Wed 

S Leicester vTcnifflham . 
B Newcastle v Leech ___ 


7 Southampton v Wtonbiedon. 

SWest Ham v Noam Fore® . 

( (not on aoepe ns ) : Eteton v 


FtejtegSanday: Southampton vUverpooL BbcHtoerK Mandiestar Utd « Mon WB 


American Footbafl 

NRj EMNmOiB 21 Houston 24; Bug»to 20 
KaranCtof9;CttobttlsnBhiail4;Cbicin- 
ned 31 raerapote 24; Own Bw38 Monesota 
10; Jacksonee 19 Mams 17; Nm Yoric Jets 
28Maml31;nttadepnb29AftiDnal9;Tem- 
pa Bey 34 Qtocatt} 19; ONtond 21 Settde 28; 
Wastaipwi 370atei 10 ; San bap 16 Den- 
ver ia 

Basketball 

NBAtOMtoito 100 Utah 94; tnttana ill 
Toronto 92: Cheitooe 102 Boston 98: Golden 
State9MACappea91;SeRdcS3 Mbs 79; 
Vancouver 91 Wastw«87. 

Cricket 

TOW MATCH (tat 




IS 7 . 


First OtvMos 

10 Bemsier v Manchester Cay_ 


9 Barnsley v Oldham.. 


XL Banonv Southend 

12 Charlton v Wolves 

13 Crystal PBbcerSmkB 

14 Hudderafieto v Ipstech 

ISNotatohvBradtord 

16 Oxford Lrtd vRaretwg 

17 Port Vote v Pcnsmouh 

18 Sheffield Utd v Oldham 

19 Swindon v Gnmefay 

20 West Brian vQPR . 


10 Bti inln gham v Man Oft 


11 Boton v Bradford ... . . ■ __1 

12 Chariton v Ipswich 2 

13 Crystal Palace v Readeng J. 

14 Huddeisfleid v Stoke i X 

15 Notvnch v Portsmouth X 

IS Oxford UtdvCWWhy 1 


17 tat Vale v Southend 

18 Shefl UBJ v WtoKwtamptDo 

lBStendon vtJPR 


Ptaytas Sonday: Btonto^am v Teanmere. 


20 West Brom v Tnmrt««e_ 


Sracootf DMsfott 









1 












1 


_. .j. 

Third Divfsian 

-X 




36 HarOspool v Horeford 

37 Uncoftiv Chester 

__1 
X 


21 Bremford v Wucoofoe.. 


22 Brim* flows v Plymouth 1 

23BtonbyvChesterteU 1 

24 Crowe vMbaaa — : X 

25 Luton v Buiy . 


28 Nods County v Bournemouth 
27 Peteiboroutfnr Watford 


29 RoOtetam v GHndm . 

30 Shrewsbury v Blackpool . 

sistocliponvYtok 

32 WWsafiv Bristol City 


--JC 


of three): Into 335 for 6 dec IS Gangly 97. 
V Ratnore 7lj and 130 for 2; Eaanm Pnvnce 
322. Match dram. 

SHERSD SHEU) (TM dter of Idm): tatt; 
South fesutta 2S8 U A Brajetiew 73. D S 
Lehmann 52) and 38 1 for 7 U D Siddons 80. 
G SBk««ttee.JN G8eapn5B); Western Aua- 
trate 560 for 8 dec (J L Larger 274no, D R 
Martyn 104). Match drawn. 

foe left-hander Justin Lanasrhas been 
recalled to the Austrafian fet team af- 
xer a three-year absence having scored 
an imbeeten 274 for Wtestem Australia 
In their Sheffield Shield match at the 
weekend. Selectors also opted for the 
Queensland opener Matthew Hayden to 
replace the Injured Matthew ED'iott for 
the mird Test a®unst the West Indies, 
which starts on BooangDay In Mefcoume. 

AUSTRALIA SQUAD (TTM That v Watt tedhre, 
startfcte Thursday, Mabwnn)- M ATaytor 
(caod. M L IfoMtev M E Wttigh. S R WM8V 
J L lanrer. M dBeren. G S Btema. I A HaaN 
(ted). SK Wtena. P R neffal, J N airepw. G 
OMcGtath. 

Equestriantem 

OUWIA StttW AHPM9 CHAMPUNSMPS 
(KunataKtoa. LoedoTO: P retd O Orand Pitc 
1 Htedy (C-Q NaaaL 6M ebar. 3291; 2 Prt- 
am» (L Baamaun. Gar) dear. 33.09: a San 


Dundee Utd; 1 


C^etenkto 


Gary Matt&ai 

SMS Hambon DinMlDHeMK 

Oabi Sotbadaod C^dsoanh m ScarhorouF*: 

tea Macrartana Dutnbanon to Ctydabank; 
Da reh Ba rnaa CMeMnk to Dunbarton; 
Martin Scott Ebr Stnrix to OtMdenbeam. 

lea Hockey 

DM: New vote Ranger* 7 Ronds 3; St Louis 
7 Los Anodes 4; Oetrwt 6 Edmomon 2: Oaca- 
03 2 PlHadefohb (a/0: CMpiry 7 Phoena 2. 
SUPSOXASUE; Ayr Soot&sn Eada 3 Not- 
ttogttm Pwh«aCtettff Dttds&Marwieoer 
Storm 1; Neucasde Cobras S Bteaystolie BT- 
aon 4; Sheffield Swttere 7 BeaCknte Becs2. 


AFC trio look to 
be making up 
the numbers 


Packed up: Brad Johnson, Mnnesqta^ quarterback, is 
sacked by Green Bayfc Sean Jones on Suiday Photograph: AP 


NFL STANDINGS 


In Lusaka on 11 January, foe former 
Leeds stffiter Ml Mastajs, now play- 
ing for the Italian dub safomitana, is 
also in the squad. 

Manchester United'S Karel Poborsty and 
Liuerpoors Pan* Bergsr, whoptaed key 
roles In taking their counoy to the £uro 
96 final, have been voted Joint winners 
of the Casch Footoder ortheWmaid. 
Football Monthly. Britain’s oMest foot- 
ball magnate, is in danger of ping out 
of business, foe magazine, founded txer 
40 years ago, has three weete left to 
flno a buyw or gt out of existence. 
West Bromwich wB be showing Sue their 
Fa Cup thW-round tie against Chelsea 
« Stamford Bndtffi on Saturday. 4 Jan- 
uary. courtesy of a giant video screen 
to be used at The Hawthorns. 

AVON INSURANCE COMWN ATTON Rret Dt- 
vteteroWMteOBi 2 Chebca ILe^Me Cup: 
Portpnae* Odbnt Utd vSrondon. 
SUNDAY'S UOE RESULTS: tflti Leagro: 
RomnOne 2 Capan a Detob iMpHCNEC 
Nymepn 1 Feycnoort 2; Two* Enschede 1 
ASsneerO; Vofondem IVtemr Arnhem l;^ex 
0 PSV Bnfflwen 2. 

TRANSFERS: Peal Roberts Arbroath to ftr- 
ter, SW» Djfcetra Rangere to 


A nK wrl ca n football 

MATT TENCH 

Three AFC teams clinched 
their places in the play-offs but 
none of them tfid km such a way 
on Sunday to suggest they will 
be around fra 1 very long. 

Least i mp ressive were the In- 
dianapolis Colts, who qualified 
for the post-season despite be- 
ing beaten 31-24 by GnannatL 
Jeff Blake found 'Btay McGee lor 
the winning touchdown in the 
fourth quarter but Kansas City’s 
loss to Buffalo meant the defeat 
was immaterial: the Colts travel 
to Pittsburgh on Sunday but will 
do so as heavy underdogs. 

Bills were not much better. 
In what was virtually a play-off 
game with the Chiefs -the win- 
ners would be definitely 
through, the lasers probably out 
- both rides paraded the full 
range of their attacking limita- 
tions. It was close, if jaw-drop- 
pingly dull, fra three quarters 
before Jim Kelly threw for a 
couple of scores and the Bills 
won 20-9. 

The Chiefs (fid not help their 
cause with a game plan that was 
not so mini conservative as 
neo-Nazi. Marty Schotten- 
hdmex, their bead coach, has lost 
all confidence in quarterback 
Steve Bono, and until his side 
were behind he had virtually 
ruled out the penetrating pass as 
an offensive option. No wonder 
they were unable to find the end 
zone. 

The Bills now play host to the 
Jacksonville Jaguars, whose 
19-17 defeat of the Atlanta FaJ- 
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Rttgby Lea^ut 

Bradford Bulls are ievmr\g their inter- 
est in two out-of-thfecity grounds alter 
losing pauence vwtn constant deleys to 
the plans for an £80m Superdome at 
Odsal Bradford Council recently an- 
nounced that the redevefopment had 
been put back two years. 

Dowd Hulme. the former Widnes and 
Great Britain Tfcst player, is a tamer for 
the Steer l£a£je newcomers, Salford 
Reds, salfort have opened negotiations 
with Hulme. who had a spell at Leeds 
lest s e as o n but is now a free agent. 
St Helens have arrangad a pre-season 
frfendlyagBew Leeds atKnowfefeyROad 
on Friday 24 January to Vick off at 7.30. 

SaWntf 

Wth less than 1.000 rrtoes to the fin- 
ish of the second leg from Rio deJaneso 
to Welhngun, Mike Golding tGnxfo 4) 


cons was. if anything, even less 
convincing. The Jags, in their 
second season in the league, 
dominated much of the game 
but allrrwed the hapless Fh I cons 
to rally in the fourth quarter. 
They would have lost had the 
Bdcons' Morten Andersen, the 
league's best kicker, converted 
a 30-yard field goal with four 
seconds left. 

Even a Falcons rictory was 
unlikely to have saved the job of 
their head coach. June Junes, 
who. with Dan Reeves of the 
New York Giants, yesterday 
became the latest victims of the 
unfeslive tradition of head 
coach culling. The two Riches. 
Kotite of the Jets and Brooks of 
St Louis, were first to go at the 
weekend and it will be a surprise 
if Detroit’s Wwnc Ponies. Oak- 
land's Mike While and New Or- 
leans' Rick Venturi (who was 
only' a temporary appointment ) 
make it to the new year. 

Indeed, there is every indi- 
cation that it could be a bumper 
crop for there is also talk of a 
change at Kansas City despite 
Schotteohcimers extraordinary 
record of success, while Min- 
nesota and Dallas may be con- 
sidering their options once their 
interest in the play-offs is over. 

Meanwhile, the prize fra least- 
seasonal greeting gpcs to Chica- 
go’s Alonzo Spellman after his 
side’s 34-19 loss at Tampa Bay. 
“That team’s awful.” he said of 
the victors. “Terrible, they know 
it and wc know iL Tbday was a 
fluke. Fluke. Can you spell that?” 

NR. PLAY-OFFS: AFC jacumfle m BuftB- 
fo (SatuntM; Mtenapofti st fttntxiifft 
(Sunday). NFC Mvmesota at Dalles (Satur- 
day): PnflKMpiaa at Sen Ftancm (Sunday). 


last night held a 40-mfe lead Andy 
Hmdiey {Save the Children) as Simon 
Walker OosWba) dipped to a 125-mfle 
deficrt. GoW*)g is expected m on 29 De- 
cembec with the test of the 14 yachts 
n the BT Challenge strung out oter 700 
mfles of the South Pacific. One at them, 
Concert, a motor saAng under jury ng 
to the Chatham Islands after bedtg ds- 
masted. Suffering further problems is 
Merfyn Owen (Global TeamwortO, who 
has had to use tope and a matin spike 
to lash together toe backstay after four 
more of the 19 snends r the wee broke. 

Swimming 

foe Austrafcans, Adnan Radteg Ryan 
Mflchefl. Geoff Huegjfl ax! Michael Kim. 
cfocked a world short-course record ol 
3mm 30.91sec tar the 4x100 metres 
medley relay in Melbourne on Sunday, 
foe previous best mark of 3-.32.57 was 
set by an American quartet m 1993. 

Tsonts 

Richanl Lewis, the director for nanon- 
a) tnsreng and coaching at the Lawn Ten- 
nis Association, and John Feaver, 
director of merits and tournaments. w« 
both be given added responsibility 
from 1 January. Lewis is to become di- 
rector of the international and protes- 
swrai terms rfension. This means he veil 
not onfy maintan ns present duties but 
will also be responsible for the overall 
policy and strategy for the profession- 
al game and the preparation and co- 
variation of budgets and reports. 
Ffcavet wno has been maWy concerned 
with Britain's biggest tournaments, wifi 
now be responsible tor all the domes- 
tic events. 
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Football 

Pate, now BtwTs irtnisser for sport, h» 
dismissed 12 ministry officials be- 
cause of suspicion of corruption. 
B)rrrengiam have sifiped BWv Kristins- 
son, the 32-yeanold Icelandic intema- 
ttonel goalkeeper; on toen from the 
Norwegan side SK Brann as cover for 
Ian Bennett as the resiw deputy; Stew 
SuOon, is expataad to be out for a month 
after breaking a Anger in training. 
Lucas Radeoe. the Leeds midfleider, is 
In South Africa's squad to ptay Zambia 
In an African zone world Cup qualifier 
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TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

17 

The seconds .that Ajax's 
Brazilian defender Santos 
was on the pitch before- be- 
ing sent off against PSV 
Eindhoven bn Sunday. Sub- 
stitute Santos hauled bade a 
striker to beat flte previous 
Dutch league record of 28 
seconds set in 1990. 


SKI HOTLINE 


North America. 

Phone or fax; 

0891 333 110 

SUcodtstForafBxiiaofiWf 
resort codas: 0990 100 643 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-g'ance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180 + resorts 
worldwide: 

0897 500 601 


SKIFAX 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Call SKIFAX - the ski facts: 

0897300 301 
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Half-term report 

Phil Shaw marks all the 
Premiership clubs, page 18 





Yorke tips Villa for tilt at the title 




Dwight Yorke thinks he and As- 
ton villa have found their form 
at just the right moment for the 
dub to launch a serious assault 
on the Premier League title. 

Yorke scored 25 goals last 
season but he foiled to find the 
net in the opening nine games 
of the current campaign as Vil- 
la's fairly slow start to the sea- 
son induded their exit from the 
Ucfo Cup at the hands of the 
part-timers of Helsingborg. 

The Trinidad and Tobago in- 
ternational has put that disap- 
pointment and his country's 
early World Cup exit behind 
him with 11 goals in the last 12 
games to help push Villa into 
the Premiership top four. 

Yorke thinks he and Wla are 
coming right in time for a three- 
week schedule that will take in 
matches against Chelsea, Arse- 
nal, Manchester United, New- 
castle and Liverpool. “There 
was a lot of expectation on me 
to produce from the start of this 
season after the standards 1 set 
last year and that's better than 
people not being interested in or 
not talking about you,” he said. 

“Everybody was looking to- 
wards me to produce week m 
and week out, which is fair 
enough, but the goals just 
wouldn't come at first. There 
were a couple of efforts which 
might have been over the line, 
like the one at Everton, but they 
weren’t given and I was also hit- 
ting the woodwork. The hall just 
wouldn't go in the net 

“You get frustrating spells 
like that from time to time as a 
striker but I never lost faith in 
my ability. I knew if I kept work- 
ing hand things would change 
and the staff and lads kept en- 
couraging me. The hat-trick at 
Newcastle was a tremendous 
boost to me. even though it was 
disappointing to lose, ami things 
have gone on from there in 
terms of the goals going in." 

Yorke, who scored twice in 
the 5-0 demolition of Wimble- 
don on Sunday, is under no il- 
lusions as to the importance of 
the run of games facing Villa. 
“We are coming into an excit- 
ing period where we play all the 
big boys. We know we haven’t 




Atherton 

blows 

another 

fuse 

Cricket 

Mkbael Atherton has been ad- 
vised by a leading psychologist 
to give up newspapers for the 
rime being - for the good of his 
mental health. 

The England captain had an 
angry exchange with a broadsheet 


t 





The Chilean Marcelo Salas (right) shields the ball from Indepemfiente’s Jorge Martinez during River Plate’s 3-1 defeat in an Argentinian league match 


Photograph: Reuter 


played to our full potential but 
this will be the time to come 
good,” he said. “It definitely is 
a crucial spell for us. This could 
be a make or break time but if 
we get through this spell in de- 
cent shape then we will be in 
with a heck of a good chance. 

“The good thing for us is that, 
although we didn’t start the 
season particularly well, we 
showed a lot of character in 


clawing our way back into the ti- 
de hunt. We’ve got the consis- 
tency foctor back into our play 
and the confidence has also 
started to flow back. 1 don’t see 
any reason wiry we shouldn’t be 
thinkin g of winning the cham- 
pionship. The players here all 
know what they are capable o£” 
Until they met Vma, Wim- 
bledon had been bowling along 
towards the top themselves. 


Arsenal’s Wright appeal 


ADAM SZRETER 


Arsenal have submitted an of- 
ficial complaint to the Football 
Association about lan Wright's 
sending-off at Nottingham For- 
est on Saturday. 

The dub has made a daim of 
“wrongful dismissal” to Lan- 
caster Gate. The referee, Stephen 
Lodge and his assistant, John 
Holbrook, will now be sent a 
video of the modem, in which the 
Arsenal striker barged into the 
Forest defender Nikola Jerkan, 
who then fell to the ground. 

An FA spokeswoman said: 
“We win be asking for their ob- 
servations before deciding what 
action to take.” Lodge dis- 
missed Wright for violent con- 
duct which carries an automatic 
three-match ban. Bui he said he 
would be prepared to look at die 
video, providing the request 
came from the FA. 


After a poll of European foot- 
ball writers for France Football, 
Alan Shearer was yesterday 
placed third behind the winner, 
Germany's Matthias Sammer, 
and Barcelona's Brazilian in- 
ternational Ronaldo in the Gold- 
en Ball award, otherwise known 
as European Footballer of the 
Year. Sammer gained 144pomts, 
Ronaldo 141 and Shearer 107. 
Eric Cantona was seventh. 

Die Dumitrescu’s unhappy 
stay at West Ham appears to be 
over. The Romanian is believed 
to have signed a three-year con- 
tract with the Mexican side 
America Cuidad, but the deal 
and fee are still to be finalised. 

Kenny Dalglish was yesterday 
confirmed as a scout for Rangers, 
but he win not be on the Ibrax pay- 
roll. Dalglish was appointed busi- 
ness development manager for a 
company run by the Rangers 
chairman, David Murray. 
Carnegie Sports International. 


One of his duties will be helping 
to recruit players for Rangers. 

Gavin Peacock has joined 
Queen’s Paris Rangeis from 
Chelsea. The 29-year-old mid- 
fielder, on loan at Loftus Road 
for the past month, has signed 
for a fee of £800.000 which will 
rise to £Im after a certain num- 
ber of appearances. 

Sepp Blatter, secretary gener- 
al of Fife, football’s world gov- 
erning body, has urged Terry 
\fenables’ Australia to bid against 
England, among others, for the 
2006 Wxid Cup. Blatter, in Aus- 
tralia to discuss the 2000 Olympic 
Games football tournament, said: 
“If Australia has the courage to 
get the Olympic Games, it should 
also have the courage and ini- 
tiative to ask for the Warid Cup.” 

Bobby wntiamson last night 
stepped up from reserve team 
manager to take charge of KD- 
mamock as their new manager 
until the end of the season. 


thanks to an unbeaten run of 19 
matches. Their manager, Joe 
Kinnear, is maintaining an up- 
beat approach and challenged 
his players to put what he de- 
scribed as a “blip" behind them 
by bouncing back against West 
Ham on Boxing Day. 

“I certainly won't be over- 
reacting to what happened on 
Sunday. The trick is to bounce 
back and to get on to another 

County make 
club captain 
the caretaker 

Notts County yesterday foil owed 
the lead set by their Premiership 
neighbours, Nottingham For- 
est, by appointing their captain 
as their caretaker manager. 

County, next to bottom of the 
Second Division, have sacked the 
managerial pair of GoHn Murphy 
and Sieve Thompsoa The chair- 
man, Derek Pavis, who had dis- 
missed repeats that the Plymouth 
manager, Neil Waraock, was to 
return to Meadow Lane, pro- 
moted the captain, Gary Strod- 
der, who will link with the dub’s 
record signing, Tbny Agatia. 
Murphy and Thompson are the 
sixth managerial casualties in 
Avis’s nine-year reign. 

The move comes after Forest 
handed the responsibility for 
team affairs to Stuart foarce last 
Biday after Frank Gaik had re- 
signed. 


run,” he said. “I’m disappoint- 
ed it ended but we’ll still enjoy 
Christmas because it’s been a 
fantastic sequence of results.” 

Bert Paton, the Dunfermline 
manager, began his Christmas 
having to defend Marc Millar as 
the player faces op to a five- 
match suspension. Millar will 
miss almost the whole of Jan- 
uary, but Paton said: “I don’t 
know bow Marc has this bad dis- 


ciplinary record because he’s 
not that kind of player.” 

Millar, who scored a penal- 
ly in a 3-2 victory at Motherwell 
over the weekend, also picked 
lip a booking that took hnn over 
the next disciplinary threshold 
and he will serve a five-match 
ban from 4 January. 


Aberdeen (away), DimdeeUnit- 
ed (home), Kilmarnock (away), 


the Scottish Cup third round and 
the rearranged home fixture 
with Celtic on 29 January. 

“It is a blow to us because 
Maze has been playing well in 
recent weeks,” Paton said “We 
were playing him at the back 
and that was landing him in 
trouble with tackles. But in 
midfield he's done better and 
hadn’t been booked for sever- 
al weeks until Fir Park.” 


Ravanelli rocks the boat 


Fabrizio Ravanelli has accused 
Premiership clubs of having in- 
adequate training facilities and 
substandard coaching methods. 

Middlesbrough’s expensive 
Italian import has taken a swipe 


“For example, there are no 
gyms andyou doa't practice very 
much. I am forced to train by 
myself, using charts that the Juve 
trainer foxes to me. English 
players have a natural gift for 


at English football in general and .ruxmingbiitasforeaqplosiveness 
his own dub fo particular, daim- and reaction rime they can’t 


ing he has to tram alone, using 
charts supplied by Inventus. 

Ravaneui said “Here there is 
a different culture and a differ- 
ent mentality. The English have 
tons of money but they lack the 
organisation of Italian soccer ” 

His remarks on an Italian TV 
sports show are certain to en- 
rage his manager Bryan Rob- 
son, who is anxious to maintain 
dressing-room harmony after 12 
League matches without a win. 

The 28-year-old Italian in- 
ternational, signed for £7m in 
the summer, said “The train- 
ing facilities are not adequate. 
The stadiums are nice bat the 
rest is just not there. 


match the Italians. In soccer yxxi 
have to do more than run." 

Ravanelli, the Premiership’s 
top earner on a reported 
£42,000 a week, has scored 16 
goals so for after marking his de- 
but with a hat-trick against Liv- 
erpool. But he is now dearly 
unhappy at being dragged into 
the relegation quicksand after 
a bright beginning. 

The White Feather has been 
linked with Manchester United 
and he admits: “I want to win 
again. We are in a difficult sit- 
uation and one Idid not expect. 
Before signing with Middles- 
brough, promises were made to 
me and they have not been kept 


“Now we have to regroup and 
I have to bring the mentality I 
learned at Juve. We have to find 
a wry out of this situation.” 

No one at Middlesbrough 
was available yesterday to com- 
ment on RavaneUTs remarks. 

The Barcelona coach, Bobby 
Robson, has said Middles- 
brough had increased their of- 
fer for the Spanish international 
defender Miguel Angel Nadal. 
“They've offered a lot of mon- 
ey for Nadal, but I don’t know 
if Barcelona will accept the of- 
fer, or if it interests Nadal,” the 
former England manager said. 
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Cup draw has big guns 
pointing head to head 



ACROSS 

I Sandy, a devotee ( 4) 

3 Rounded mass found in 

shipwreck (81 

10 Negligible number in 
Etonian cliques, perhaps? 
(1S1 

I I Variety of good fuel* in 

natural forces (4,2.3) 

12 Flat, packed snow on the 
wav back (4) 

13 A farmworker to tremble, 
cold inside? (7) 

15 Coach reverses, takinc 
nud in tunnel (ft) 

17 Counter base with nails 
Mkkinc out of it? (6) 

Id Shaped busts nut to work 
in a Monroe film (3,4) 

2t) Employer breaking house- 
ruJeV 1 "(4) 

21 Poor pay on isle in this 
group tty 


24 Features of cathartic 
crises, possibly (15) 

25 Level head brings calm 
quality (8) 

26 Girl’s first meeting with 
boy. being happy (4) 

DOWN 

1 Equipment carried by 
gangs of outlaws (8) 

2 Bunch of keys taken to 
open plane (5) 

4 Old ruse to provide cures 
here? (7) 

5 £50 0 un the line in this 
hanky-panky (6-S) 

ft One ean take a long lime 
on Northern Territory as a 
tramp (9) 

7 Perfectly good headlight? 

S Enthusiastic about pledge, 
moreover (43,7) 



9 One who lays off a farm- 
worker (6) 

14 Explain and decode RA's 
talent (9) 

16 Promoted university com- 
mended? (8) 

15 Appoints agent for pets, 
due to be trained (7) 

19 One does not reach the 
bottom of Spanish steps 

, ( 6 ) 

22 Lighter son of tumble? 
(5) 

2j Spots on dial? (4) 


Rigby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

Michael Lynagh may be able to 
control a rugby ball better than 
virtually anyone in the world, but 
when it comes to picking num- 
bered balls out of a hat he is just 
as susceptible to the faxes as the 
rest of us. Australia's former cap- 
tain not only gave his dnb, Sara- 
cens, a Pflkmgton Cup headache 
yesterday but inflicted a similar 
condition on almost every oth- 
er team with a reatistic chance of 
reaching Twickenham in May. 

Lynagh spared only one of the 
Cup favourites in concocting the 
most competitive sixth-round 
draw imaginable - Harlequins, 
5-2 front runners for the knock- 
out tide, will visit rank outsiders 
Rotherham on 25 January. Most 
of the retraining ties wiD be pure 
theatre. After pairing Sanies 
with their north London neigh- 
bours Wasps, Lynagh wreaked 
havoc by sending Leicester to 
Bath for a repeat of last season’s 
final Bristol to Gloucester and 
Sale to OrrelL Not even 
Northampton win feel confident 
at home to Derek Eves’ awk- 
ward squad from League Two. 
Coventry, in a Midlands derby. 

With two ail-Second Divi- 
sion ties, a couple of dark hors- 
es are certain to make the 


quarter-finals. Newcastle, a real 
danger if their demolition of 
West Hartlepool last Sunday was 
anything to go by, will expect to 
see off London Scottish while 
Whkefield, who gave Bath a tor- 
rid time at the last- 16 stage last 
season, should pack too much 
attacking weapon^ fra: Moseley. 

Bath-Ldcester is a certain sell- 
out, but there hi a degree of 
doubt over the date. If the 
Tigers beat Tbulouse in the 
Heineken European Cup semi- 
final at Welfoid Road on Sat- 
urday week, the final scheduled 
for 25 January, will force a post- 
ponement. Bath, already beat- 
en by the Midlanders in the 
league this season, have lost only 
one home Cup tie in 12 years - 
against Leicester in 1991. 

There will be every bit as 
much venom at Kingshohn, es- 
pecially as Gloucester and Bris- 
tol have been thrown together 
in a life or death battle against 
relegation. Yesterday's an- 
nouncement by the Rugby foot- 
ball Union that four sides will 

theKjSoor aT^radof^ 

season rather than three, as 
originally agreed, has left the tra- 
ditional Wist Country giants vul- 
nerable to the unthinkable. 

Predictably. neither club was • 
inclined to send seasonal greet- 
ings to the RFU yesterday, Alan 


Davies, the Bristol coach, de- 
scribed the decision as “barmy” 
and dairoed it would damage the 
development of rugby in England 
while his counterpart at Glouces- 
ter, Richard Hffl, dug deeper into 
the dictionary and came out 
with “disgusting”. Hill, an Png- 
land A orach ths season, accused 
the RFU of kowtowing to big- 
money dubs in the Second Di- 
vision who have been lobbying 
hard for two promotion places. 
. Worryinfijyfrom ithe point of 
view of club solidarity, the 
Leicester chief executive, Peter 
Wheeler, yesterday came down 

firmly behind Gloucester and 

to "the relegation rides should 
have beea jointly discussed by 
representatives of both the gov- 
erning body and the dubs. 

At least the Welsh appear to 
have solved their differences. 
Refereer who staged an un- 
precedented strike last weekend 
and effeetfeely wiped out theen- 
tire senior league programme 
yesterday accepted a revised pay 
package from the Welsh Rugby 
Union. They will now be paidon 
a sliding scale backdated to laie 
August, with First Division fix- 
tures commanding a £125 fee. 

PlUUNCTON CUP Sfctt-round draw: Sara- 
cere v Waops; RcOatian v Hariequin^Banfi 
v LuKestsr, VWwfaW v KtoM^Souaesto 
* Brwtrt London Scottish v Newcastle; 
tothamann v Oown&y: OmsB vSate (7fcs 
to bs fd&yed an $8tniBy, 25 Jsnuaty). 
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torfe first Tfcst against Zimbabwe 

in Bulawayo, which ended in a 
draw with the scores tied. Ather- 
ton was apparently upset about 
what has been written and said 
about bis form ami England’s 
prospects. He lost his temper af- 
ter a question relating to the 
bowling tycriea of the the newest 
and lowest-ranked Tbst nation, 
particularly the use of wides on 
the dramatic last day. 

Atherton has fallen out with 
the media before, apologising 
last year to a Pakistan journal- 
ist he had labelled a buffoon. 

However, doubts about 
Atherton being up to the task of 
leading England were dismissed 
by the psychologist Professor 
Cary Cooper. “1 think Atherton 
is good ror En glan d. People 
should realise he is still a young 
man and the pressure on him is 
enormous,” said Professor 
Cooper, who is based at Man- 
chester's University of Science 
and Technology, said. 

“When people are playing for 
their country, the majority are 
very wound up. 1 don't think 
there is anything in his nature 
that should worry us. It is safer 
to hit out at journalists than your 
team-mates, and he is normal- 
ly such a cool customer. 

“To me he is a typical stoical 
Lancashire lad, who usually 
stays in control of his emotions. 
My advice to him would be not 
to read the newspapers until the 
Tbst series is over. All he should 
worry about is getting on with 
the matches in hand and con- 
centrating on what is good for 
himself and England.” 

England's squad, apart from 
the assistant coach, John Em- 
burey, and the off-spinner 
Robert Croft* eryqyed aday trip 
to the Victoria foils yesterday. 
They plan to practise both today 
and on Chris tmas Day morning 
in preparation for the second Tfcst 
in Harare on Boxing Day. 

There has been some confu- 
sion about whether it was Nick 
Knight, rather than Darren 
Gough, who was run out off the 
final ball of Sunday's dramatic 
run chase. The umpires, Ian 
Robinson and Steve Dunne, 
thought Knight was out, but the 
International Cricket Council 
referee, Hanumant Singh, in- 
sisted it was Gougfr. The England 
scorer, Malcolm Ashton, has 
Gough run out in his book, but 
is waiting for further evidence be- 
fore making a final decision. 

Test match verdict, page 19 
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